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Inquiry, (adi. the Centroverij on ;this tn Hino. 
nom o far expired in the Neeeaſe. of the 
| Author of it, that I ſhall here only tauch 
| -.  vecalionally, to ſuggeſt a few! ſelec Co 
ens in ſome Articles of "Moment, and ta acquit 
myſelf in ſamti Meaſure. af a 8 ner 


able Body of Clergy within y | 
Eficera and Affection I ſhall dee value, f in Hh 
higheft agree Ef 10 052298 01773 21, br; 
-'Phoſe: —— — pleaſed, do ge. 
cee The following: Charge, With ſuch Marks of 
Satisfactinn, and ſuch earneſt Requeſts to ſer 4 
public Impreſſion of it, that I could not degline | 
a Promiſe of Compliance in this Peint, e | 
other — os bran . 
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Eine The PREFACE. 

* ſpeddion ful may ſhew many other Phantoms or 
mere Imaginations ans plauſibly for clear 
Facts, many ſubtle Diſguiſes of e inſtead of 
plain (as? Truth, and many fictitious inſtead 
of g e A Way of 
writing on 9 gen of 3 not uncommon 
in theſe Ages, nor without — 
Succeſs to many a forward. or d Adven- 4 
turer; ſince to one Man that is able to detect an 
Impoſition in ſuch Matters, there are thouſands, 
who will ſee nothing of it, and by ſwall 

Fictions le ſerve to help the Vender's Trade 
very competently ; eſpecially if the notions — 
ſelves happen whtrike the Reader's Fancy, or ſuit 

a current giddy Humour of the Times, and are 
agreeably inſtilled, as they often are induſtriouſly; 
1 al "op proving Arts ow Ornaments of 
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"aſcribed, till ht ely, by the 
Voice of all Projeftant Churches, to 
the Primitive Chriſtians of the firſt Ages next the 


| Apoſtle, have been 1 no Publick ly controverted 


among us; not only in Oppoſition to the 
ſtro ngeſt Aſſurances of the belt antient Writers 
in thoſe Ages , but in a Strain too of great Se- 
verity and Obloquy, upon the Characters" of 


thoſe Worthies; and as it cannot poſſibly be a 
Point of ſmall Conſequence, i in the Iſſue, (which 
Time alone may ſhew us too Toon) whether the 
general united Teſtimonies of thoſe antient 
Writers be re garded or not, in Allegations of 
Facts, dechred t. to be the Objects of their Senſes, 
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. be Expediengy wh Credibility * 
and to be public 5 notorious in their Days; 
I take this RR f laying before you | 


learned Writers who . gone before me on 
this _ And pe Ule of ſuch - — 5 


intricate coils te: 
ng out of. the 1 . inf 
often beyond tf e 1 of a. ABS 1 quirer 
| 97 ſexye 7 rplez and bewilder Him. p 
i. My. View here, w Wl ke in wok thoſe Times 

Wee wt 0 by. between the third 


e, Trajan. (A. P. 100, when, . probably, 4. 


# re when © the b | final 0 Noh roy of .that 


; 0 the Great i in the 9 055 Sore gnty of 
the. whole Roman Em] Ire. 10 this Period + Þ 
confine My; . Thoughts | "wholly," at preſent, be- 

cauſe | the imes of Chriſtianity preceding it, are 

not, profeſ Ray, by Subject of the preſent Diſ- 
| mn 


5 * 


3 „ 


CES Abe "Chriſtian. — of fas 
different from che other, in ſeveral jobyious. im- 
portant Circumſtances; that they vidently;, re- 
quire a diſtinct Oonſidetation. ms; 1 able aida 
Jas therefore; obſerys in the firſt Place, 
that from the very Nature of Things, that is, 
from the plain Deſign of the Chriſtian, Religion, 
andi the State of Hegtheniſm in the Roman, Em- 
pire, a very ſtrong: Prgſumptian (next to a gnoral 

Demonſtration) may ariſe to us, 5 4 Priori, for 8 


Continuance of ſame miraculous Ferre. the 


muſt e confiders., what, apy, over Ms 

Goſpel vas not only to give Evidence, at fir, 
of its own Truth, and divine 22 bority,, nor Was 
it,only;\.by.that:Evidener, to maintain, 2, meer 
2 Hagan World, c port, tg, Fre- 
ſeſnbu as a numerous Sec g but it Was allo, 
by it's: e gh and Powers; $d quer- and 
Haller che eld aging Errors Plycheiſm, 
unden every Syſtem, becher bulgar re Phi- 
loſdphical. And DS by * 
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nendations, but by rooting” up every 


where, with it s ©wn'/piricual Weapons, the grand 


g Principles of Heacheniſim and/break- 
ing don all its ſtronge ſt Holus in the Minds 
of all Ranks of Men; which was a Work, that 
nothing elſe, I am confident;«but à Con 
acles, for-4-Oonrls of age, 
was ever likely or able to effectuate (0. r ati 
For, let me aſk; Was this' great Work e fik 
a by the Apiter theſe, or nt thei 


to a happy” Com — of it, than the brdinary 
of ſuceceding Paſtors. and che Light of 
ſubfiſting ar ong them? To merit! id 
y inefedible, When I tu rum my. Eyés of 
che as Empire, and ſurvey the State of it in 


thoſe . "with . Degree of Attention. 


ank asd Gebt, i 2 


"onto all Lands, 


gence 3 ad by he gre Za] cd . 
9 ee, Jud! made clk bmpreſfans in 
eee ex a 


Miracubus Powers among Primitive Chriſtians, &. 5 
_ ample. By the ſudden Multitudes of their Con- 
verts, they could ſettle Churches, or large So- 
cities of Believers, in many Cities of the Em- 
pire, and many Regions beyond 1 it; and this too, 
under a regular Diſcipline, and the- vigilant Su- 
perintendency of the beſt Paſtors and Biſhops. 
But, aſter all their Succeſs on Earth, look carefully 
upon the Pagan World, within the Empire alone, 
and ſee the Obſtinacy and Extent of the old Ido- 
latries and Deluſions ſtill upon it, invincible, as 
Liaid;. to all Appearance, by any other Renee 
than a freſh Series, of | Chriſtian, Mizacles. 
will! hardly find one populous City of the I | 
| or Romang,' or a fingle Tawn. of any Note in 
this. Empire, where even at the Death of St. 
Jab, who; ſurvived all the other Apoſtles, the 
public Religion was not ſtill kept up in the fame 
heatheniſh. idolatrous Form, as to every Thing 
material, that was in Uſe, before the Ghrif/rans. 
Were: heard of. You may ſee, hrou bout Ereece, 
| Face ; in all the curioue De- 
Griptions and Travels of Pauſanias under the 
Antonin, and numberleſs Coins of Fra Cities, 
Alande, States, and | Provinces, are ſtill extant, 
bearing vilbly the old * Symbols upon a 
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La p IT ) be der was, 


Zelle for ee li: — eee 
chority, right ae and Ole. 


Beſides this GE red" of all Faculties) Pliy- 
Keie Lawyers, — Philoſophers, Hi J1ito- 
A Crttiels def Which the Abe besorg ue 
We y e, enn 3 1 2 
Branch of "Lear 
dT ay 10 Ike 


| be aa be Chi — — oft 


e Sage, Bw" the eee 
Be wayeÞimpheny elvis 


KD Ke © the eee World? The hs 


Days, "which greatly contribu 
New bar ips of. Rhetaric, 


from,, the imperial Ex- 
1 now 5 10 Profeſſor h 


TAS 0 


95 alicy, or. Furt/Prudence, ad l 


paiztic, Foie, &c,) were ſet up at Athens and i in 


£asþ,. . partly 7 by Antoninus Pius, and partly. b | 


This could not. avoid giving, TPO: inc eed 
new Vigour to, the Liberal rts and Sciences, 
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408 Fe efivals, it a les of e 1 — 
Apollo, Miner ua E were all obſerved, every 
Seafon, with the utmoſt Pomp and Devotion; 
fiich were the grand Olympic, Ifthmian, Pythian, 
and Wemean Games; which were common to all 


| Greeas, | 


* 
38 * 


| Seeks of P bi l of 22 0 the Platonic, Peri- 
2 all. Fr o,, with ample Salaries and Honours 1 to 
his Sueceſſor Marcus, i in the ſecond Cent ry 10 


then, unluck aly 00, an extraordinary N I 157 
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ronifus; 3 who! both. of them paid a Viſit to A 
e779, in great For rm, to be initiated 150 with all 


more ſo, as the Prieſts, Hieraphane, Azgurs, 


F ; 5 
" N 
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28 and 8 of 1 fe" 
& Tafiences on 


old Deities. The famous Myſteries: too of Ce 


Pet af Ele, of G in Egyps, of Mithras 


there, "and in the Eaß, of Cybele in Phrygia, 


and ET were no leſs in Repute among the 5 


higher Claſſes of re in each Country; and 
for e of theſe” M eri ries were deriving new 


two bead Em perors, Haas and M. An- 


1 {7 m, t. 


3 


were till 5 in full Vigour ol Eſteem; and the 


&. were generally themſelves, both at Ree 
and in the Provinces, Men of great civil Rank 
and Power, and often : 


in Abilities _ 


Wr FIR 


different N ames,bclonging to parti a lar Cities (2); 4 


which of courſe had very aff 
the "Multitude, and ſerved to s up in their 
Minds a very ſtrong Veneration for all their 


f . 


the uſual” Cerento onjes in "the Eleufmian.” 80 chat, 
upon the whole, it is certain Fact, that in thoſe 
wi. 8 the Etupire, . all the old Ser: 


* of { 
* * 1 1 8 5 l & F v 


LAS F a 
8 * Ty =—_ 


Miraculous Nees cid Primitive Chriflins, c. 9 
But what riveted all theſe Things upon tlie 
end World, and which chiefly required a 
preſant and frequent Exertion of ſome: Chriſtian 
Miracles, to ſhake ſufficiently, was the Notions 
which the Pagans had ſeriouſly entertained of 
the Functions and Powers of their Deities. It 
was not th abulous Dreſs, in which ſome Poets 
had drawn theſe Gods, that formed the whole 
Idea of them, in the Bulk even of vulgar Minds; 
they, as well as the more Knowing and Philoſo- 
phical, enlarged it to a general firm Perſuaſion, 
that their principal Deities were an Order df 
celgſtial good Beings, that had eternally between 
them the uncontroulable Government of the 
Univerſe, and were the ſovereign Dilpenſers': of 
Good and Boil. of every Sort, to Mankind; and 
this; either by a Majeſty and Power of their own, 
inherent originally in themſelves, as the common 
People generally believed of Veſta," Cybele, Ju 
piter, Meprune Pluto, &. or, as the Wiſeſt of 
the vulgar and refining Philoſophers apprehend- . 
ed, by a delegated Authority from ene, who 
was the Sovereign and Supreme of all. And 
therefore, all the Honours and Worſhip they 
"or to ſuch Deities, -- they conſidered as the 
B Right 


* 


Woenſhip, or notified from) Tine 


„ eee e G „ 


Rights thoſe Beings, and ſtrict indiſpenfable 
Dubyriqzer ce %% They had alſo an- 

er that the publick eftablifh-- 
ed Wodſhigr of thele-Deitic was preſcribed by 
plain Directions, or Approbation, of the Gods 
themſelves, either communicated from them 
originally, ta the 9 of d their 
to ime, 


by fubſequent C Oractes and Blaue Sade -of 


man various; Kinds, in almoſt every City (H. 


And 1 famous et hilmſelf 
of this — il 

as Proof that the 

Fe 3 for nee as! 

the Chriſtiata pleaded; tor that of 6 RH. 
But : nothing; had ſtronge Influences Wed 


them, than their high. Opinion of - the fre- 


queut mie lows Works of their Deities. Cer- 


taip it ig, from indiſputable Authorities, what- 
ever ſome Moderns may ſuggeſt to the contrary, | 


that, High and Low, Learned; and Unleatned 


wee only a few. particular Sceptics or . 
5 N at 


Were greatly affected with this Sort of 
ent, and were ſounding theſe Wonders to 


Ae dee Primitive Chriſtians, &c *- "Wn 
_ the Woll continually, as Demonſtrations of che 
f ice, and Dignity of their Gods. 
N — 7 — indeed, they generally ſliglit - 
ed and deteſted;; becauſe they looked upon them 
as Effects, either merely of 'knavith | intriguing 
Arts, or of — 72 But every thing which 
they though preternatural;\and proceeding from 
a direct Agency and Interpoſition of their Gods, 
ſuch as ſeveral Species of Divindrim, of Fifions, 
and Dreams, and fuddet'' Cures of  Diſeajer, 
and ſtrange Deliver ancesfrom Danger, they eve- 
ry where admired and eſteemed to the higheſt 
Degree. This appears very plainly in theſe 
Times, from Dib Chry/oftorn, lian, Arrian; 
Plutarch; " Apuleins, Panſarnias, Ariftides,” * 
cinous, Galen, Pbilifratus, \ Mizeitttes Hy 
Celſus, Euſebius, and others m Pr too many 13 
be cited particularly in this Place: A few Tris 
ſtances only muſt ſuffice here! The great Eine 
peror N arcus Antoninus, himſelf, in . 000 


Private Reflections, pronounced, that the Gods 
in ' many different:. Ways - affift Manliud 
Dreams and Divination; and he chen achnow- 
ledges their Aids, -Iryjpirations," and Igffrul hun 
to * ef. ( NJ. The Language to on A Marble, 

7 B 2 


Uhder 


22 . Beese and Credibility of 
* e ee ee of the Hntomines, b at . 
appear which, ſtill extant in Gnuter s Colle ection 
off Inſcriptions, is, that ſome blind Mei g 
conſulted; Æſculapius, for the Recovery 
Sight, and punctually obſerved the Direction of 
the Deity for that Purpoſe, had their Eyes apen- 
ed ſuddenly, in the Preſence. of many Spectators, 


4 IG: > 5 faid 3" franding 2 and rejoicing 


with loud Acclamations, bat ſucbh Powers were 
Hauri iſhing among ibem, under Antoninus Augu- 
ſtus (eh Not many Years. Diſtance from this, 
the celebrated Phyſician Galen proſeſſes his on 
Devotion, 0 the ſame Deity, for having emi- : 
_ nently preſeryed. bis. Life, from; what he calls a 
mortal. Difarger in his own Body. And in an- 
other PFaſſage, the ſame Man repreſents | his whole 
FF PT aternity in at Manner -As attributing. Thy 5 T i 
argen then true. 8 gience, er Art of, Phyſic ic, to 2 
culapius and Apollo, as their Proxince, and not 
Mans p). Even ſo late as the Fifth Cen- 
tury, when Haganiſin had more Spirit and In- 
zexeſt- in the Empire, Ne is commonly appre- 
hended, a Philoſopher ; of that Stamp aſſerts 
roundiy, that Cures upon Mens Bodies, and va- 
riaus Divinations in the * arld, are Effetts of 
Wett 4 the 


| Miro Ps. adery-Prinibee dt muy, Ne. 35 
| * ce of the Gadx. Nay; : Zofemus; 
7 of the ſame: Age, a Layer 


or — inſiſts gravely upon it as a clear Fact, 
that in his Days, Alaric the Goth, was terrified 
from" ſtorming the City of Aibeut, as he at- 
empted, by "Appearances of © Minervs, in the 


Form ſhe had uſually in her Statues, walk- = 


ing round the Walls inceſfantly, with a ſtern 


Lock, anda Shew of opp cult Enemies; ſo 


that by this Means, the Goddeſs ſaved not only 
Arhens itſelf (where ſnhe had ſtill many Votaries) 


but all Attica, from thoſe. dreadful: en by 


that Man; which rs Nan * red 
your about it . 20  She3es 


Whether theſe Thin os were Nel or 22 I 


in Reality, is entirely indifferent to our preſent 
Purpoſe, nor do I vouch the” Truth of any one 
Stoty of chis Kind, nor want any Arguments to 
ſhew y us their ſmall Importance againſt the Chri\ 

ſtian Miracles. But this I ſay, that the Pagans 
of all Ranks and Profeſſions excepting only here 


and there a Lucian, believet ſuch things of their 


Gods, and boaſted of them every where with 


the greateſt Confidence. And there happened 


21101 | : | to 


5 anck of no leſs Rank than a Comes 
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ſuck! Notices „Thee Nen vere a new Race of OT 
ators with the c Name of Sep bee, who axed 
up a few: Years before Trajon, and flouriſhed 
on ſucceſlively\in. high Repute to Ti Wager, #he 
real, and. his Sons, above: three 
together, Such were Dis Cc, {Wicater, 
Jus, enn Diony/ries of Miletus, Lollia- 
aut, of, Hpbeſus, Pulema of Smyrna, Heroder 
Auticus, Ariftides, "Adrignus of Pre, the Hbi- 
loftratut's, and others in great Nufnbers, quite 
down to Himerius, Theemiftius, and Libauius, of 
the Fourth: Century! Theſe Men, to do them 
Juſtice, were moſt of them a polite Sort of 
Scholars, of ſine - Parts, - ready. Wit, elegant 
Taſte, fluent Speech, and neat Style; and their 
Way wasn to be travelling oſten from City to 
City, and make eloquent Harangues to publick 
Audiences of all Sorts of People; by which 
many of them gained infinite Applauſes, and of- 
ten eminent Honours and Dignities from the 
Emperor; and] whatever they ſaid, or patro- 
nized upon Subjects of Conſequenoe, had ſingu- 
* — and — Nom with theſe Ta- 
lents 


. Miraculeits Powers m Prime CB ne, &c. 1's 
not improperly, publick Peachers for th old Hea- 
theniſm, and they certainly did dt inexpreſſible 
Credit and Services. For among other Tupics of 
their Eloquence, many of them ere often{peak- 


ing and writing to all Ranks, in Praiſre uf thæ od 


Deities, and publick Forms of Religion, erying 
up the gqacredneſs, and Virtges/) agtdifiuthezity t, 
the one, and the Powers; Qracles; Influences, Dig- 
ty, and the like, of the other ; which could 
not fail of warming a Zeab in Multitudes fur the 
common Superſtitions, and' raiſing a violent Spi- 
rit 1 —— noqꝗqu notes: 
Such therefore was the general State of 
that mpire;/-asito' theſe Matters, at the De- 
ceaſe of ithe Apoſtles,” and in the Times ſucuced- 
ing. n can any one imagine, that to conbert 
one Quarter; or one twentieth Part, of that vaſt 
Rapid under Jafau, and his: Sueceſſors from 

fach'a State to the Goſpel; chat the Chi an: 
needed only to plead their Sei ipturut as the Mord 
of God, to urge, from St. Martbem or St. Lake, 
the former Miraeles of our Lord and his A- 
paſtles, and charge the Pagan Pretences o füch 
"RO with mere Vanity . Was 
"oy 


6 . 2 N Ay bedliet 
1 chat dees en ly however | 
feves Party i in the Empire; 
ann, or any politic nner Aim 
e de fd, nd decke — at all 


bet ch 9 ph rt 8 
laid at. once all aſleep; E Faſſions affected hy 


ons Hagen or nen cool i 1 
| toiqExamine: theſeilthirige: 1 
reaſon upon the: Merits of the Caſe: moſt calm- 
y and impartially. But how was this to an ex- 
paſted it. dig e ien, on indeederhuaniy 
ſpeaking, how” was it poſſible? Every akin — 
uſually operates on the Minde of Men, or at 
leaſt; upon their Wills, Paſſions, and Actions, 
was now driving the Heathens, with all; it's 
Farce, ſtom. any ſuch Meaſures, diverting. every 
Act und Thought that might lead at all this 
a [ bearing them down like a; Torrent » 
as far ftom it as poſſible. Here was Power, and 
Authority, and Intereſt on n their | Side, in every 
Form; the Emper Grandees, Officers, Laws, 
11 Magi- 


danch Neale@ nd; Daneben bes 


86) that in this banden wit dag 600 a 


at: 9 dh. aink 2 the 


liner 4 been utterly deſitite vf — — 


all theis Gods, chai fan — give. them 
 {clyes..4)/ Thought, towards the Gaſpel, or the 


Faith of Chriſt 1-.-Withoutn; this, Nell 


Vods were all, Idols, and the Powers chen aß 
ctibed to them, mere 
would geterally Hay, bad le better. Effects, 
than the raiſing their Indignation, and provaks 
ing ſome ill Expreſſion. of their Reſentment; and, 
at the fame Time, cheſe Pagans, would. as cally 
Aight the Hiſtanr of our Lord's, Miracles, as 
our Brethren, could. light, thoſe of an Z/cular 
Pius, (8).), art 0 by xt v Let aw andy] nuf 
eolg . | C. Let 


te ging e, Want in "han were vhs 


Magiſtrate, or a. Noble, or,a-8cholery chat their 
Fancies and Impoſitions 


expected from the Cbriſuan 
: | 
＋ mY 
/ 
the — Sooini. own Part, I could 
* . a Train of viſible 
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chem over to the Faith of Warn Take "ts 
Pp A from." „ and f | 


2 — find Princi- 


* * , | ples 


* 


BM [Y 
; 


* —— — — TT FE2222«c ⁰2ͤ—E—ö4“ 


3 Nader by which tl 


Was likely to preuail in the Mamer, and 


— — 1 * Chriſt 10 do. 


fight Suffering wy its "chief. Friends and 

enden. To all human Pro- 
bability, without a — 1llumination and 
Force on the Minds of Men (which at preſent i 
itſelf excluded by the new Hypotheſis) it muſt 
have been in thoſe Days with the Cbriſtiams, as 
forlorn and diſtreſſed at the leaſt, as it was with 
the old Abiger/er, or Waldenſes, where Popery 
fuck Times and Places," whatever inay be ſaid af 
others, theſe Men were only a Handful, ia 
Compariſon, after fowr' hundred Years from their 
Riſe, ſrulking up and down molt wretchedly co 
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een OY SOTO" 


| | war res ich he eden ried qu: 


en. aakichsGurc ancient: Chriflandadicaer 
| „„ ee ee ae hin Er would) e 


abb ki pee“ thadiem ate 
thotitiesot Hern Shews: 50 LMiraclet could 
poſſibly have αnν⁴ Weight againſt the Tetter of 
h. Hun af Gnu and / agairiſtii h mer nſuuperior 


no.]. how little dven all theſe Aduantages fig- 
cified::to thoſe. ν Men, agaifiſt the Power, 
their, IH,, Severities, and Prtſudicer 
2 the:Papal:Side/: How much harder then un- 


Writings aper te chtir own, and! 10 4 
2113 | RED os ; Courſe 


aboidabhils moſt; the Atmabgle-of-the'blt Chrit 
dle Mitte the hole trengtn of Paganiſm in 


— 


Min che an the Mriters of it. And yet we all 


ourſe be very — nn br PR 
Git mp oa to > Qbribiqg) Scriptaares; 


Ae ee ching elſe; ofb Malus - ue Mer 
even Life itſelf might be loſt by believing them; 
and when they like wiſe had the marvellous pre. 
ent Worky of their Deities; ſound ing every Day 
almoſt 
and : Küche: Which would naturally to 
theta: be At plaufible . Argument of ſome, certain 
Superierity in theit)Gods, beyond, Jglas Chrih, 
and the G 
tinned, as they, Duld think; ſhewing tlleir 4 
vine Powers cas; of. old, u hile the Jatterg 48 
Miragles, were Er rincx ani! vanquiſł 
would c ſtrue it, by their Jupiter: and, Apoile's, 

This Viet therefore of chi 
Ware , makEG che late Hypothelis improba- 
ble! witeily in itſelf. For this Hypatheſis, with- 


out conſillering the real State of the Heathen | 


World, or providing ſor the Goſpel s Succeſs in 
forming it, would! perſuade: uzg tharve/haye 


b Bort of [Reaſon to believe the Silky 


private owe ameng the antient Chrir 
* Hans, after the Death of the Apoſtles, whatever 


about their Eai3j frem Men of Bande 


of Chriflians ſince the former ot 


das they 
gs. in, the Period 


antient 
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pare 1 ra of the — 
Neaſon in the World, from the-G 
of che Times and the true End of the Goſpel, 
to ſuppoſe” the of ſuch Powers a- 
mong the Chriſtians of thoſe Days; it was high 


among our Brethren, 1 


of ſuch Powers in the Church during that ber 
bon, carry evidently in them a 
lity' and  Propriety for the Time; admit but 
cheſe, and all is eaſy and accountable at once; 
: ve then' fee preſently, how the ſwift, extenſive 
Pro on of che Goſpel, which the Antients 
relate, miglit coe to paſe, under all Difficulties 
and Terrors; the former Hiſtories and Promiſes 
of our Lord, deing hence illuſtriouſly confirmed 
to the Eyes of the later Pagans, by long Er- 
Perienter e his Power upon themſelves, and the 
de Notions of their Deities refuted manifeſtly 
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by the repeated Voices.of d. 
own Hearing (). 


From rn Inithe . 
general Truth of the 


next Place, to eſtabliſh the 
print: Teſtimonies in this Point, as follows: 
It is allowed on all Hands, that a great Num- 


ber. of - Chriſtian Writers (within the Period be- 
fore us) of different Times, Countries, and Lan- 


guages, aſſerted poſitively and publickly, as a 
thing notorious and inconteſtable, the Subſiſtence 
in their Days, among their Brethren, of various 
Cifts and Avian which if eue in Fact, are 
r to be miraculous in their Nature. ' 
It is allowed too of all Sides, that whatever 
invidental! Defe&s may appear in 259 Writers, 
as in other Antients, yet they were ul! Men of a 
liberal Education, Men of Study and Learning, 
Men of unblemiſhed Character for Probity, Pit- 
ty, and every Chriſtian 
them were ' bred up in Heathen Prejudices a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, were many Years of their 
Lives, violent Adveraries to the Goſpel, and 
became at laſt Advocates for it, by mere ratio- 
nal Thinbing, and free Inquiries, and at a Time 


me when by devng ſo they hazarded. their 


Miraculms Powers amg Primitine Chriftians, &c. 23 
| Demons i in their 


Virtue. That u of 


el 29; — ha mk 
Dies and every thing elſe of Conſequence in 
this World. That mne of them were Men, 


When with u noble Tacrehldey and Hf, laid 


down their veryufiives for Ubriſbiamty (u), when 
byr little mean Arts of Diſimularim and Tempos 


rifing, they might have ſdved tieeiolies: eafily 
Jand that 
Al If bthem iwer. Nen of faoroled?: lTheegicy: (a) 


> 4 


frmothe Auf dhe E 


and F;z+goivjiin thergeneral;)as any Man of this 
| raf ther Age bad pretend 10. e An gi Nt 


:1:2Now: hẽn i ſuch Men aus che without: the N 


Shaqdont vf any Jareręſi tocbiaſʒ chen 
of Inſults and Daggers fromthe. Pagans, aſſure 
rbem and all the World that hy the Mame of 
Chris and in the Hnęſaucg f heir Enemies, 


and eveh upon their: Huernietu handles, their . 
Brethren had: done dſten, and could ſtill do, 


— 


may wander ful Cures without the leaſt Uſe of | 


1 Meuicine that aim manyrplain Oaſe. par ticularly 


of Apology) andthe like; they cou, heal Pere 


N ſons © inſtantly, even Heat hens, by adjuring cer- 
mans to quit the Bodies of thoſe Perſons, 


and declare who: they: were; band dould; make 
thoſe very Dæmons eantfels; themſelves the: real | 
_ the. Heatkent worſhipped in| their Tem- 


ROS 4 : | ples, | 


Miraculous Powers among Primitive Chyiftians, bc. 25 
ples, the true Jupiter Apolli's, Serapis 5 and 
the reſt," that had ſach Authority, and did ſuch 
Wonders among the Pagans; and when the fame 
Writers appeal openb) to cher Enemies, as Eye 5 
and Zar Wines often of ſuch Facts (x), and 
beg thoſe who are not ſatisfiecl to make a V 
af the Chriftian Powers in fuch Caſcs, And mn 
what Fur, and upn What PerJons they pleaſed, 
of their own chuſing, let any Man of Candbur 
and Underſtanding judge fairly by what follows, 
_ Taftimioriits' of 'thi E a no 058 
: dit hd Attention.” | COAL Weit ai 46503 
For obſerve, that ee the Chriſtians were 
perpetually viking to the Heathens i in this Strain, 
for two Bumi. together, not a Tittle of 
* PFvitlente,. or any chile that ean be termed. fuch 
in Reaſon, appears any where from the Pagan 
Side againſt them. It has been aid by late 
Writers, that all the miraeulous Works, Which 
tze Ohriſtians now aſſerted ts themſelves, Were 
nothing elſe but F afoe: and'Pretence, mere Fid- 
tions and Impoſtures of ſoe artful Jugglers; 
and if they use ſo, it was fpollible; But the 
Heathens muſt have found chef edt clearly in 
: fome \ Inftances'-'or * many in all Parts 


* 


14 LA 


26 233 r7ay line and. Credibility of... 
among the Greeks and Romans, 8 a8 

and diſcerning, and as much uſed to all = 
een Tricks. of. Jugglers, as ye are in theſe 
Days; and if the 7 0 had, once detected 
= any plain Frauds of this Sort among our Bre- 
vi 5 | ; thren, 38 wanted Bo il Ul. to de Bug 7 ex. . 


1 it NA 5a of, 4 Row N to. d 14 
ver one aeg of e the Coo: * 


F + wt 


been deec 1 great Ear- 
De nelnel chat the Chriſtians: were always charged 
by their Adverſaries with Frauds and Impoſtures * 
in their Miracles. But How, and. by Whom 2 
Why, Calfas, it ſeems, called the Chriſtians 
ohr Ax, ie. as our Interpreters will hays it, 
without Proof 0), mere Jugglers. But if this 
be all, what is it to the Purpoſe between Chri- 
fianss Clas, and; other Pagans, gave this 
very Chatacker to our, Lord and his Apoſtles; 

| muſt we therefore, in great Deference to ſuch 
1 * _ the Miracles Ms our Lord or St. Paul ? 

| (3 | But | 


Miraculbui d Wag PA rimiti nitive Chriſtians, &c. 27 
But does Celſus, beſides 1 — Names, which 
amounts to nothing, pretend i in any Triſtance to 
have detected the Chriſtians himſelf in any one 


Fraud, or refer to any I nfance of ſuch DeteBtion' 
by others? Never once, I ayer, in all that re- 


mains of him; though what remains of him is 
no ſmall Fragment, and as bitter and captious 
in other Reſpects againſt the Chriſtians, · as any 


Speech he could utter. 80 that, I chink, we 
need not regard Celſur any farther, and may 


Proceed to Lucian, who ſtands next in the Evi. 
dence againſt us. And what is it that Lucian 
produces againſt the primitive Chriſtians? Why 
according to his known gay Humour, he ſome- 
times ridicules them for their Eaſineſs of Belief 
in the Point of Miracles. 


proves any thing at all, it proves like: the other 
200 much; to be of Weight with any true Chri- 


ian, or even any true Theift....: Lucian being 


full of Epicurut (ZV exploded, the very, Notion, 
of, a Miracle in our Senſe of the Word; he, 
excluded, by his Principles, all. divine Interpoſi- 
tions, or Works above IV ature, nar. would ne- 
ver belieye one Syllable of any ſuch things if 
- buds D 2 all 


This is all which La- 
cian has ta ſay in tlie Caſe before us; and if it 
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to ra the- Miracks of our W iddour ing a 
they ſtood eyen in the Goſpels, were no more 
credihle than an among ene, of _ 
Time; he would reject both - 
other at firſt. hearing; as mere Tape Wee 3: 
and thus would of Courſe, repreſent! all toge- 
ther as Fictions, by an Argument of his own, d 
priori) though he never diſproved one of them 
in Form, or pretended to do it. 80 that in 
Truth, his Sneers on this Head deſerve no Re- 
me or at e ene Ge mn 
the Speeches of Cægſun. E 
But if theſe will not frvnthe rum we are 
Hl! that: Pup Julian, and all the other 
Enemies'of bur Paith, urged: conſtantly the very ; 
ſums Charge againſt the Ohriſtians. I defire to 
ſee thoſe Paffages, where Porphyry, of Julian, 
or any other Enemy (ad) here intimated, aſſert- 
ed any ſueh ching Not one of theſe Men, that 
we know of, ever talked fo grofaly of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, as "ſome hack ke Front to do of | 
two great Apoſtles. Hierocles, ho was one of 
Diochtian's Tudges, A. D. 30g, and afterwards! 
a Preſident 9 (x wow about A. D. 307 
"baſed 


Mi raculous\Powers among Primitive\Chriffi mit Mans, &c. 29 
abuſed St. Paul and St. Peter ; with; the Names 
of Lyars and Daceivert (b). Let any one ſhew 
me, where Hiervcles, ar any other Pagan, laid: 
more againſt the laren Chriſtians and, I ill 
readily yield up the whole Point at once, if ne. 
Paſſage be produced from any: Heathens of thoſe 
Times, where beſides calling Names, and e 
claiming in generals, they alledge, againſt qur 
Brethren, any certain Fact, or Diſcoveries. of 
Frauds, in particular Inſtances. If chis had 
been done indeed, it might” have ſome Weight: 
with Free Tuguirers, and \jaſtify; Inſinuations ff 
Fallacy in ſeveral other Caſes... But general 
Charges on this Head, without one Allegation 
ob a Fact, muſt be ranked among tlie other 
groſs Calumnies againſt the Chriſtians, which 
were thrown out at Random by their Enemies, 
in a Party- ſort of | Rage, and which by this 
Time, one would think, ſhould be utterly fer | 
n among all true Diſciples: of Chriſt. 
In the mean Time, I muſt onee more . 
how unaccountable the centration Circum-- 
ſtance is on the late Hypotheſis and how: juſtly. 
it may ſerve to diſcredit it. The Chr iſtians ate 


n challenging the Heathens to diſprove: 
their 
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im other Method to diſgrace, der, 
— e- n 85 , theſe. ſame He- 


ns, Fu « if they 4, wd —.— no Ae. 


Aae — of this Sort againſt the Chriſtians; 
though nothing would have done the larter more 
Miſchief, nor the \former more Service, than 
ſueh an Expedient. Would the Heathens have 
acted in this Manner, if all the Noiſe of Chri- 
ſtian Miracles in thoſe Days had been founded 
on e dune n mere "_ * 
Jogelen? e 9. x16 fur ns. 
tzut hs is Ro Rill; is wn: 5 on 8 
ſhowld! be ſo reſerved on this Head, hen they 
might have had full Intelligence of all ſuch 
Frauds, if any ſuch Frauds had been practiſed, 
from the Numbers of People, who dgſerted to 
them from the Chriſtians; after living among 
the latter many Years; | and knowing all their 
Secrets and Principles. Not to mention earlier 


e ec take only Diocletians Perſecu- 
55 tion. 


2 den * 3 


m OO 0 _ of all Ranles, 


though. few in Compariſon, of better Men, who, 5 


relinquiſhing the Chriſtians, went over to the 


Ruling —— delivering up their Bibles. to Hs 


Flames, at the Emperor's Command (4d); and 
of theſe, though ſeveral did afterwards return to 
the Church, yet others, it is certain; did not. 


Julian too, 28 all know, Was. bred up entirely 5 


among the Chriſtians, and intimately, acquaint- 
ed with all the Myſteries of that Profeſſion, be- 


fore he ope nly renounced it. Ecebolius, the 


Sophiſt, had been a Cbriſgian n all the 


Reign of Conſtantius, and then preſently, on 


ſdtzte firſt Turn of Things, under Julian, be 


joined the Heathens very warmly; and was high- 
Iy in the Confidence of that Emperor, as ap- 


pears to this Day by ſome Epiſtles (ce). And 


thus it happened likewiſe, in many other In- 


ſtances which, need, not be cited. Here I aſk 
then, how it Was, that the Chriſtians. could act 


in their Miracles, as ſome, Writers, repreſent 


them, that is, Year, after Vear, play off artifi- 
cial Wonders among the Pagans, and boaſt = 
them to the Face of their Enemies, as miracu- 
$64. ack 1 . and yet, that neither fo 
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| n Dene, ts Daene vor s one n | 


Wi Ste fg dane" Among 


| Kedioh'” of known Inftthoes” ef their Cheats 


ch 1+:5fices, nor any 
rd of along with other 


either the 
Heathen Writers" againſt" us, or © "rhe" | Chriftians 
fwered them. Lucian could take the 

to detect thorou ghly all the Fbiirberles of 
Abitndes of Phun a" Pagaty and give us a 
full Narrative of the Whole; he could readily 


ſhould ever 


t60 expoſe all the Arts and Vanities of Peregri- 


fs the" Philoſopher Ur ppl And in the Times 
a, the 'buly Pagans cbuld forge a 
Book againſt the Chriſtians, under the Title of 
the At of Pilate, full of Dyes and buſes, | 
upon bur Lord and his Religion, though heki 
enough for us, betraying evidetitly its Spuriog- 


js, by a grofs Blunder in the Dates of ſome 
Accounts 2 7). And yet theſe” fame zealous 


Men, | all the Havoutable'Oj Unities ima“ 


We e de Sid eald Mot tha of 4 


Pook to blaſt the Credit of the preſent Chriſtian 
Miracles, when thete needed only a plain Col- 


which could” have no 80frt of Difpculty in it, 
. the late " Fiypothelis, . Thing ef 
„ Danger | 


| Danger. or i to diſcourage, it in Pcs 
Times, and which, would yifibly have annoyed 
the Chriſtians, more than all the other Pagan 
ge Violences put together. 8 
But the Truth is, the Heathens had certainly 
10 Materials of this Sort to. publiſh,, as their 
Conduct itſelf ſhews us ſufficientiy; and there i 15 
one Event ſtill behind, which Hh think, myſt put 
it out of all Diſpute. 41 the Faci to be 
as ſome ſtate i it, that is, ſuppoſing all the, boaſt. | 
ed Miracles among the Chriſtians, to be only 
Contrivance and Fuggh ; and ſup poſin g too that 
all or moſt. of theſe Deceits, were vilible con- | 
tinually to all Pagan of N ote and Ability, then 
I ay, that, the Chriſtians from, Hadrian $ Time, 
muſt haye loſt Ground and Credit alſo. coptinu- 
| ally with all ſucb Fagans; : they muſt have ſunk 
every. Day almoſt in, Chara&er and 1 Influence 
among theſe Men, "muſt become | the Ob; ects 
more and more perpetually. of Hatred. and De- 
rifion among them, as; theſe Frauds were, carried 
on and detected; and of Courſe. muſt have Je eſſened 
in the N umber 7 ſuch 74 wert 2 and Advocates. 
_ Bas do. not all know, 15 it Was in the Begin- 
ning « of thus Century, Yep th the famous e 


8 * 


oy * „ 


was given to „ Pape, both in "this 
* Countries, foon after - the Reformation, by the 
many publiek Diſcoveries of the groſſeſt Cheats 
df this Sort among f 

obvious; chat if the Nadal now among us 
ſhould take up the Practice of eounterfoiting 
Miracles among our Feople, and ſhould be once 
Heteed ih fuch Arts, it wo 


9 e r ws, | wha once ce they pre- 
tetided' to Miracles wi tout the real Power of 


rious, What a Blow 
[> and other = 


them ? Is it 


s? And is ie not 


ould preſently blaſt 
their Credit, "and ruin their Intent ey ? 


Thus alſo it muſt have happened among the 


primitive Chriſtians | in the like Caſe, when all 
the Powers 'of the World were againſt them. | 
Any Cheats of theirs, in the Point of Miracles, 


elp ecially for f. uch a Mumber of Years zogether, 


1 50 Peek of eſcaping Diſcoveries among 
the Pagans, would unavoidably have tainted 


their Call, in every thing elſe they might 


talk of their Goſpel. The Heathens of Learn- 
ing and Diſcernment, would have branded them 
immediately upon this, as a Set of Varlets and 
H ypocrites, and would diſtruſt and difregard 


them * as to all they might preach of- 


- Our: 


pA 1 1 


be more n more hardened againſt our Faith, 
conſequently henceforward would be 
of this Claſs every Reign, while 


riſing every Reign in theſe Rey — 


Miraculous Powers among Primitive Chriſtlans, &c. 35 
our Lord's Miracles or Doctrine, or Apoſtolical- 
Writings in the New-Teflament. They would 


Points as well as the other; and thus by having 


all their Prejudices and — ſtrengthened 


violently from this one Circumſtance, they would 


the Rulers in the State, and all Enjoyments of 
the World, were on this Side only, and the 
Chriſtians, had no temporal Lures of any Sort, 


4. 


an ä T7 


But how was oder real Fuci all BY Ae? 


| Why; inſtead of loſing Credit, and diminiſhing 
in Numbers continually, /as they muſt have done 


on the other Suppoſition, the Chriſtians were 


che Empire, notwichſtat 


rors to Fleſh and Blood * n | arts — | 
And this, not only among the Vulgar but che 


Men of Quality, Fortune, Sagacity, Knowledge, 


and all Abcompliſhments. In the Court, the 


N dhe Schogls of Learning and Philoſophy, 
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| = of che of Phykie and 


Friends the Pagans: 


fare the Pagans CHEN MINDS. Din if 


Accounts of Miracles, or the primitive Myiters 


We Exgediency and 


Digaity,; the Chriſtians were * perpe⸗ 
the Number of Converts and Patrons; 


; and: in ſtill more remarkable, en theſe 


yY- CONV rte from Paganiſm, he Ve above 
e ulgat! in Learning or Condition, and: tho 
could not be ignorant of all that their old 
d to ſay againſt, the Chri- 

ſtian Miracles, join their Voices in atteſting heſe 
ſame Miracles, inſiſt, Reign after Reign, on the 
Clearneſs and Notoriety uf the Facts, ſtake their 
Lives, Liberties, arid! Fortunes upon ũt, and * 


could (%). 
Nowe if theſe Things are compatible . : 


with dhe new: Hypotheſis, I muſt own: myſelf 


eapable of ſeeing, when Things agree or diſa- 
ee each other. But if they claſh with it 
irreconcileably,. as 1 am confident they do, then 
as theſe Facts, and Reaſonings are manife 8 
they prove it abſolutely wor and- e ane 
without farther Arguments. A 
As to the late Exceptions againſt the vum { 


themſelves, 9 cannot * of any great 
441 2 | „ 


Weight in this Gain ph on nen 
conſiderate Men. The moſt plau/ible and Res 
Keane of the firſt Sort, run entirely on groſs Er- 
1678 in Point of Fat (#7: and the Larter; ep. 
tiating on ſome pen ſama Defects in thoſe 
Writers, in order viſibly to hurt their Credit 
and neee foie. of ten. like the 
rmer, een Miſapprehemſuns, and frivo- 
War (kh; 0 others but doubtful. and precarious at 
aw moſt 2 55 and the reſt, which may ſeem 
erhaps juſt and unqueſtionable, ſhew Defects 
only which in all Times, and their's efpectally; 
are not really inconſiſtent with good Parts, 
good Learning, good Senſe, good Faculties in 
Reaſoning, and good Credit; and cannot, in 
the Caſe before us, dean their Teſtimony | 
with' ſerious and impartial Inquirers. And if the 
Moderns will not allow thus much to the old 
Cbriſtian Authors, who for their Virtues and 
Services deſerve all the Candour and Reſpect 
that is due to Man, let them turn the ſame Ri- 
gour upon all the other Antients of beſt Re- 
pute; let them even exert it on the greateſt 
Modern, and _s n they 1 ern 
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i mY viewo 1. : 
Zenere in noſmet Legen [a ancimus 5 injquanm. . 


-T'have not Time dow\weenlargetfully on theſe 
5 12 inte ——_— caltly fill Geng: (om), 


mention only one e i Regpine Jun 
Mareyr. This excellent Man (who in our 


9 +. 


| Times would have met with better Treatment, 
: 46 he had ted for his Virtue, as d mere Pßbilo- 
nber, has been lately ridiculed with great Acri- 
mony, as citing a few Pieces under the Names 
of Hyhaſpes and che Sy which, tis, ſaid, were 
amg ſpurioi dun fely. That is, a Trratiſe 


in which theſe i Things: cem ſo mam feſt, 
our Oenſuret took implicitly for Juſtin's; tho 


at leaſt it is dubirob/e, and has been queſtioned 
by able Men; and no where elſe, I am ſure, is 


tions, with any proper Authority from true Cri 
= ticiſm-and! Hiſtory (v2) ut ſnppoſing be had 
3 cited ſomie ſuaß Paſſages of tlie S or Hy | 
44 a 6 WG * had manife 270 been Narr | 


ons, 


. 


Juin Martyn chargeable with ſuch groſs Quota- 


Peuers among. e Ghriftzans, &c. 39 
ons, e ihn in Jigſtin Martyr would be no 
greater Crime or M. ealneſs than it was in Diony- 
Ha ſearnaſſus, in Plato, Harro, Phlegon, 
Plurarch, Paigſanias; Zofirmes, and twenty others 
ith the Greeks ad: Romans, to cite. other. Sen- 
tences of a:1Sibyd as Prophecies, which our Critics 
may: call ¶puriors. The ſharpeſt Men in Truth, 
and the moſt learned, either of Autients or Mo- 
 derns, are not always on their Guard in ſuch 
Caſes; or, if they are, they judge pardopably on 
different Principles. And if ſuch Slips as theſe 
muſt ſtamp a general Character of : }eaknefs 
upon all Authors, it will often fall, I doubt, 
| upon thoſe who think the leaſt of any. Weakneſs 
in themſelves. The very Perſon, Who is thus 
ſevere on poor Faſtin, has himſelf, in his Free 
Inquiry, cited one Piece as genuine, which by 
: far i is more palpably ſburious than all we have 
in Juſtin from Hyſtaſpes or the Sibyl. He quotes 
formally an Epiſtle of one Tiberianus to Trajan, 
upon the G&/tinacy, as he calls it, of the Chriſti- 
ans, in ſuffering any Extremity of Tortures for 
their Religion. Now the very Name of Tibe- 
rianus's. Province, at the Head of chis Epiſtle, 
| and: the Stile in which the Goyernor here: peaks 


to 


a6 932 10s Been vn * -dibility of”. W c. 5 
to the Emperor, betray all a groſs Cheat at once * 
 Tiber4ariits is called, in the Title; a Governor of 
the n Puleeſbine (o o), whereas no ſuch Diviſion 
of Palins into fit or /erond dae heard of in 
Trajani's Reign, or Tuo Hundred Years: after it. 
Prolemy,” under the Aptwines,> has no ſuch Di- 
ſtinktion in his Geography ; nor Galem aſter him, 
when he ſpeaks of his noble Friend Brethus, OY 
Governor of Paleſtine of 5p; nor Enſebi Ws, a> 
bove a" Hundred Yeats later ſtill; tho” he writ 
ee Martyts in Malerin, and ha- 
a Blfhoprick in it at Cgſarbe; nor in Thort any 
one Writer now extant before the Cloſe of the 
fou Century. Tr the next Place this Epi Yiſtle 
itſelf Has tlie folls U ddre 
the Emperor: 0. Vouchfüfe E 0 u. 
Phanrt, to give me the Oracle of your Ma- 
Jelties Pleafure. #9 Ole cru jar Karabbrart Tit, 101 
| bi- Ae 1 outtigd re, Torah or A Soft of Strain, 
which Was "utterly unknown to fuch Reigns as 
Trajan's; ; and therefore you Grd nothing like it 
in all Pliny's Epiſtſes to 772jan, nor even aſter- 


wards in any "Project's Let er to an Emperor, 


throughout , partian, TZampriutus, Yi Cap frblins, 
1 "opiſeus, and V. uleatins 2 the H Hißv- 


riaus, 


rians,. A. Fun, large erin of prefects 


are there produc d at length. And what is ſtill 

more diſagreeable with Trajan“ 85 Reign, is the 
Title this Letter gives him at the End, TwreGxs, 
meaning the ſame with the Latin Triumpbaton, 
to whicl 
it came originally. It cannot therefore be ol- 
der than the Title Triumphator: itſelf; and this 
no where occurs, I believe, in any Book, In- 
ſcription, or Coin, before the Beginning of the 
ſame Fourth Century, or the Cloſe of the 


Third . So that here again is a plain Con- 
tradiction to Hiſtory, and. all together proves a 


Forgery, I think, in the Letter, beyond Diſpute. 
Now compare only. (as. if we lived. in ſome fu- 
ture Age) this ſingle Inſtance, of . eakneſs (if 
it muſt be called fo) in the Vilifier of * 5 
with that of Juſtin himſelf, and ſee which of 
theſe two Men in the Caſes. before us, deſerves 
the moſt Blame from our Critics. The former 
ſees nothing of Spurious in a Letter, which in 
eight or ten Lines has zhree plain Inconſiſtencies 


with the Times and Perſon to. which it is aſ- TT 


cribed ; the other, to ſuppoſe. the worſt of it, 


takes fo genuine, or Cites as ſuch, to the Hea- 


pF. rhens, 


it anſwers in Greek, and from whence 
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7 Thin our Critics indeed LEG ene 
nounce to be ſpurious, but what however (as fur 
as Juſtin appears concerned) has not one Con- 
tradiction to any Hi Hory or Language of the 
Time, and what, as far as we know of the 
Matter, might be current among the Heathens 
to WHgom Juin writes. | Only this our learned 
Critics" bring againſt him as à ſolid Principle, | 
that the Gentile World could- never poſſibly, by 
© the Ageney of Providence, have the leaſt Tittle, 
from Gere Authors, of Predic tut concern- = 


ing the Great Meſfab, ſuch as Jugſtin, or one un- 


der his Name, has quoted from a $76y/, And this, 
without doubt, may be a very cogent Reaſon 


with fuch Moderns, for rejecting all ſuch Paf- 
ſages in the Antients as ſpurious ; but to the 
Antients themſelves, or any one elſe in their 
Sentiments, who had no ſuch fundamental Prin- 
ciple, the Forgety in ſuch Paſſages could 
not pothibly, if they had no other Marks 
of it, appear fo wviible,-as this in Tiherians's 
Epiftle might have done to the Hupuirer. Which 


therefore of theſe two Writers was in 1 1 Point 
the moſt en WT ulpable 3 * n 


ny 


But 


tripped bhimſelf as well as Tuſtin, we could ea- 


fily have found other Moderns, even of greater 
| nt, for the ſame Purpoſe. Who is there, 


that would doubt Sir William Temple s Under- 


ſtanding and Learning, or his poſitive Atteſta- 
tion of any extraordinary Fact, from his own. 
Knowledge? And yet Sir Milliam was ſo fat 
overſeen, as not to queſtion the ſpurinus Epiſtles | 
of Pbalaris, and was even zealous for their Au- 
thority; tho the Fiction as to them, was much 
plainer to nice Criticks, like Dr. Burig, than 
the other of Fuftin's Hyſiaſpes could be poſſibly to 
the Antients, or even now to any Man amongſt 


us. Who again would diſpute the great Abilities of 


Meur ſius, of Gerard J. Foſſius, and Reinefius ? 


ſeveral others, cites frequently a Greek Collactiun 
of Hiſtory," as a Work of ' Antiquity, tho' in 
Fact it was drawn up in that Form by no older 
Author than Jeep Scaliger, who lived but juſt 
before them. I could multiply Inſtances, to a 


oreat Number, of theſe and other great Failings 


among the Mederns as well as the Antients, 


if the Ti ime would permit; but as that muſt 
„ 2 con- 


And yet every one of theſe great Men, beſides 


= nts ho otros _ \ : 


bay n * "RE . =_ 


others, by Pei ixoniiu, tu 
as Aleding very awple'Lefſons/ for 4 Modera- 


Aureir, like Juſtin, of Learning and 


44 mee Expediency Ind: Cradibilityi of dy 


nr gg me here, gire me Leave to mention mY 


hi the Auimadvenfont on Plutarch, by Rualdys, 


6 ver ſfont ο many 


and the Hiforicul Anis 
t πτ œ very learned Men, 


tion of our Cenſures in ſuch Caſes. One thing 
is certaihly:but reaſonable, that an old e 


and moſt plainly too a nee ee io 


oldtbe:hadracece left Paganiſm ax be did) ſhould 


not be ſtripped at once of all Credit, among 


Cbriſtiauus eſpecially, on Account merely of 


ſome caſual Lnaduerrencies about him, ſuch as 

Readers are continually excuſing in all. anben 

entients} anchin the Moderus themſelves-. 
As to the ſtrange Apprehenſions, Which have 


| been artfully” raiſed} in\fome weak Minds, of great 


Advantages accruing to Popery, and great Dan- 
gers from it, by our yielding the Truth of any, 
Miracles after, the Devcafe. of the Apoſtles; as 
if we never. could know where to ſtop in the 
Point of Miracles, quite down to the Reforma- 
tion, if we once liſten to any among our Primi- 
tive Chriſtians : As to theſe I ſay, or any other 
Fears of the like Sort, the ſhorteſt and beſt 


Cure 


 Miracults. Powers ating Primitive Chriſtians, bc. 24. 
Jure at once is from Experience; an Expe- 


rience long enough to ſhew us plainly, that the 
Proteſtant Cauſe is in no Sort of Danger from 


our Side:of the Queſtion. For no one Proteftant 
Church that I knꝰwꝛ of, from Luthers Days to the 
preſent, ever queſtioned the Continuance of Mira- 
cles among the Chriſtians, many Scores of V ears af- 
ter the Death of the Apoſtles; and yet the Prove- 
ſlant Cauſe never ſuffer d for Want of Anſwers to 
the Popiſh Miracles, and has all along tri- 
umphed in the Hands of it's Advocates, over 
all the Efforts and Subtleties of Popery. Laar 
Caſaubun, one of the brighteſt Glories of the 
Reformation, at the very Time that he was 
writing againſt Baronius, hinted his Belief.with= 
out Scruple, that ſome. real Miracles ſubſiſted i in 
the Church, even below the Sixth Cent: 
tho blended and darkned ſo much with Pictions 
and Deluſions, that the true could not eaſily 
be ſeparated from the falſe (9g)- What an 
Outcry would be raiſed at this Time againſt 
ſuch | free Conceſſions as theſe, as if the very 
Palladium of our Cauſe were thus betrayed in 
Effect to it's Enemies? Tho“ Caſaulon knew, as 
| yup one elſe does, that is {killed in Antiquity, 
that 
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in this Point. Who ever maintained our Cauſe 
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that could really hurt the Proteſtants, or in 
Truth, was worth keeping. But omitting his 
Example, which I make. no Rule to e 2p or 
others in . Caſe, take thoſe of our celebrate 
Writers, who were more reſerved and cautious 


with- greater Ability and Honour, than Biſhop | 
Hillinger, or confuted the modern Popiſh 
Miracles more effectualhy)? And yet he earneſtly 
coritended for the Subſiſtence of Mira les in 
the Church, during the Period before us, and 
even ſeveral Years later (rr). Thus alſo the moſt 
learned Grotius, Srephen 1s Mayne, Hotringer, 
Frederic Spanbeim the Younger, and the late ex- 
cellent Fabritius, of the Durch, French, Swiſs, and 


+ German Churches (ﬆ), and many others of the 


learned Proteſtants, both Abroad and at Home, 
admitted readily fuch Powers among the Chri- 
ſtians, during two whole Centuries at leaſt, af- 


ter the Apoſtles. And yet they never appre- 


hended any Miſchief from thence to Proteſtan- 
tifm, nor were they ever reproached with the 
leaſt Imaginations or Taint of it. What ſhould 
2 ä us from admitting the fame 


Princi- 


Miraculous Powers among” Primitius Chyiftians, &c. 4 
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dence direct? When 'we ſee in Fact, that our 


Cauſe has never ſuffered by it yet, nor can it 
ever ſuffer, while we know our own abate 
and preſerve our Learning. 


The greateſt Miſchief in Truth t to che Pro- 


telt Religion, and to our cmmen Chriſtia- 
nity is, to fill our People's Heads witk ſuch 


unwartantable Notions of the Fraudt in (ome, 


and the Ignorance, Credulity, and the groſſeſt 
Weakneſs in others, throughout the Primitive 
Churches next the Apoſtles, as tend of Courſe 


to deſtroy utterly in Time, all dve Regard to 


their Te/imony in any Point, and thus to under- 


mine by Degrees the very Authority ef our 


New-Teftament itfelf. This mary Veats apo 
was found in many Perſons to be the Conſe- 


quence of ſuch-raſh Declamations, and will oer- 


tainly increaſe upon us with ſad Effects, as thoſe 
Notions come to fpread in all Ranks. Let the 
true State of Things, in thoſe and all Times, 
be laid open as much as ybu pleaſe; this will 
never hurt any thing we value, if it be done 
only with "Exams and Tmpartiality. © ry 
great Evil, and the only one 1 ſpeak of, is 
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groſs Miſrepręſantatioms and | precipitate Invec- 
tives, owing merely to Ignorance in ſome, to a 
Sowerneſs of Temper in „there or Humour 
of Cavilling, and moſt frequently to a Violence 
of Zeal for this or that favourite Hypotheſis. 5 
But to the Protefant Religion in particular, 
| amg exquiſite Miſchief from ſome among us, is 
to do what Pagiſi Emiffaries have been ever 
labouring to do, as the ſureſt Means to their 
End, that is, to perſu⸗ de our People, that what 
the Propeflants.. call the Errors and Corrupiions 
of Hopery, were, in Fact, even the greateſi or 
wor of them, the Principles of the antient 
Chriſtians ., in the very next Ages to the 
Apoſtles; 50 chat all our Appeals t to them againſt 
Popery, mult. be deemed ' mere Vanity and De- 
luſion Had our Proteſtant Divines at the 
Reformation, or in Rive Faves. Min W e s 
Reign, 1 LAN th 
ſuftered it, tw have wok Joop: ok — the In- 
fuſions of Papiſts, I doubt, by this Time, we 
ſhould have ſeen, our Profeſſion here in a droop- 
.ing. Condition,;: and in whatever Proteſtant | 
Kingdom hereafter, | the fame. Notions thall 
"PD. to nl let a Storm but once fall 1 upon 


1 * | it | 


| Miraculous 1 Primitive iſh % &c. 49 
from Popiſh Power, or any ſtrong Femptations 
from Intereſt, and we may venture to prophecy, 
that Popery would ſoon make it's Way by 
Numbers, without a Miracle of Providence to 
prevent it. For it would ſignify but little to 
cry out, that our Diſpute with the Papiſts is 
not, 2 Jantien, but how true their Doctrines 
are; becauſe the Bull of Mankind, who never 
did and never can examine things critically 
themſelves, would take this acknowledged An. 
tiquity of ſuch Dactrines, as 4, ſhrewd. Proof : 
_ of their coming | from the paſtes and con- 
ſequently too, of their Truth in. the Chriſtian 

Syſtem ;, or at leaſt, they would take it to be ; 
an, Evidence; of. What to them, i in ſuch Caſes, i is 

of the ſame Value nearly with Truth, that i is, 
the Safety. and Iunocence of ſuch Principles; z i 
being/an obvious Reflection, and not ealy to be 
ſtifled in common Minds, that the 1 8 8 
which carried the Primitive Chriſtians, as all 
ſuppoſe, to Heaven, muſt be good enough to 
garry the Modern thither tog with the ſame 


i 118 


VHirtue; and. this Reflection would have dou- 
ble Weight with, Men, if the Terrors of. Con- 


een = Tortures, or the glittering Lu eo 
G of 


of Cain, Would be. all * to n it, 
and bend their Wills the An wen. "Henoe: it 
was, that our Ridleys els, Uſhers, Stilling fleets 
Watts, Sc. of this Church, and the — 
Dailles, "Hottingers, and & panheims abroad, 
never ceaſed to inculcate among eta 
1 that our. Faith and Worſnip, not the Pepi, 
as dhe genuine Religion” of the Primitive 
5 Churches. This was a Fact, which thoſe learn- 
ed Men knew well to be certain and irrefraga- 
ble; and many of them proved it ſo clearly | 
M's fully to the World, and every one that 
reads the Antients in their Originals, may per- 
ceive it ſo plainly, that one can hardly think a 
Proteſtant of Learning in earneſt, or a true 
one at Heart, that ſhould now aſſert the con- 
trary, eſpecially on no better Arguments and 
Authorities, than what the Papiffs uſed to 
cite in their Defence, and what the Learned of 
our Side have confuted unanfwerably in every 
Article over and over. The amazing thing of 
all would be, if ſuch weak idle Pretences, which 
in James the Second's Time, would have raiſed | 
an univerſal Indignation among our Proteſtants, 


ſhould now pals currently among us, not only 
with- 


Minn Powers among Primitive — &c. 51 


without Offence, but even with ſome Degree of 
Applauſe ; as if all was forgot and obliterated, 
that had paſſed in former Days between us and 
the Papiſts, and nothing could diſpleaſe or diſ- 


reliſh with us, that was but artfully ſeaſoned 


with a Smartneſs of Raillery, and a Spruceneſs 
of Language, and levelled roundly at the ſame 
Time againſt eſtabliſhed Opinions. 
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1 222 65 Tee be 5 3 1 
being ſenſible that in other Places of leſs Conſe-. 
qnenoey. ſome 2 inthe ere 3 us might have 
happened very probably rom the matvellous wide. Progreſs 
the: Goſpel in n An »» Inſtance 

Wada 4 and 


Wed BC: HRG. 


Ir 
and Pontus) de here Pliny the Vounger hadi his Governmerit) 
the Chriſtians had been extremely numerous, as that Writer 
informs Traun, of evety ae and Oruer of Men, and of 
both Sexes; their Religion Mving diffus d itſelf xodigiouſl 
in the /i/leges and the more aries) Parts: of the Coon 

46 well as the Larger Towns'y) inſomuch that forme Teviples 
had been Heferred, and the 2 Sefvices-of them inter- 
mitted. 2 Ti e "mibi” res; lays he, digna ronflultations, 


maxim propeer periclitantium een Malti enimivonms 
Hf atis,) omni ur dinis, urrin etium vocamtur in peri- 
tum, & wurf, Cuititer i antun Jed View 


etiam argue Agro Superti nom iu contugio'pervagata off. 
Plin.'Ep; Br 6. g e > nth However l 
Pine Pliny's,' ties Masala, Fruſa, Nie, 
Angſia, Amuſirus, Mee lioputis, . Cefared, ny 
others catried/Paganiſin on theit Coins for many: Rei 
- afterwards F and rig diſtal. Truth which the ſame Pl 
tells us, that great Numbers, who! had once the Name of 
Chriſtians; being ſummmon' d before him; declard 
they had ceas d ig be ned Vears; and/attordingl ien 
Preſence worſhipped! Images of Acathen Deities; andthrew 
out execrable Abuſes our Lord, which; as he juſtly ab- 
ſerves, nothing dould ever force thoſe 0 Ge, that: vere reul 
Chriftians: Ali ab Tndice'nominati, 'e 47 75 , Chriftianos\ dix. 
erumt; & nor negaverunt; fuſe guidem ſed . quidam 
ante triennum; gqudam ante plures Annos; non nemo etiam unty 
uginti guogue. Oniner (i. E. the afereſnid). et) Hndginem riam 
Dearumquis fimulachra vunrruri amt & Chriflo maledizerunt . 
Quioruminihibeogi! poſſe dicuntur; qui/ſunt're uri Cbriinnii 
Ibid. But from . ace Baſeneſs-of too many ſuchfalle 


 Ebriftians; 8 5 16 Trajan, that che Pro 
| of the and. ruin d; and hefor- 
— with;muck feetni n e that the Temples 
which hach late much bega now:to be mor? 


quented; dtd the facred Dewvitions to be reviving andthe 
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1 may not be amiſ to remark hare, that the 
Tims: af Plny's king this Government has been (placid 
ere eee ar eto han 
weit, min 
= Whats he, Truth 10 d. | | 
- Provnce in the of A. Deng, and | 
about:one-Yearand.e half, as the leamed Maſſon has prov'd_ 
Ethink"vety fufficiently in his; excellent Latra Life of this 
Roman; P. Gg, 72s. 58. Comp. F. „ 4% . 
2 I-chay alte ſagen m—_ not 4 113 15 that dae 
1 fome-Nicolartars, or — — Men 
— — "= 
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fels'd/Indawrfuk te uchy our Lard an bes Goſpel, if their own 
1 nem we ene an be had without it: And 
they were every where 
— in St, Jahn 
and others.. \ s Sn 


guments. —— or nmel Em, 
vente in Girecs; — — Parts of ff, wer of 
Mint laf itt dun, under many: Raman . 
fively;”- there: ifſued:out' Year; after Year: great Mag of 
11323 ago. Gyros giving Notices to us 
of many great Curioſities, WG could; no. other way be 
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dun an dhe G HR U 2 = 
prevailing in this or that Place at Sr 
the principal Inhabitants. Indeed. after the Reign of 


diu Gatlucus (about A. D. 250) theſe Coins intirely "Fr 
_ diſappearing ll at Dον very — eter ſome- Cau 
wh been: -corjettir'd by Antiquarians. 
| ; ©pfobable- to me is, that about that 
Time the Greets might loſe their Liberty of toining,” which. 
they: had injoy'd ſo lang before; otherwiſe it would m 
unageountable; how: ir comes to pabs, that when ſd 
thouſaeds/of their Coins appear to u juſb before that 
dius, hardly above ane or two ſhould a appear e 
| — n gp, under Auretan, Claudius Tacitus, 
CRY Drocletian, Auma, 
Conflantihe, &c. However, on ſome Account of other 
they fall us in mig manner, from Afureidtirdownwards,” yet 
they give us great Lights in the Times prepeding, as dhe . 
lowing Inſtances may ſetve to hem. Under n Cara 
calls, —— 3 pi 
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of the third Century; i have reckon'd e 500 Co | 
Bo leſs than ewe hundred and 1 ent States or Cities 
all the! 0d Frableens of Poputiiih 5! Gods, — 


deſſes, Temples, Altarz, a See#aillaonts Num, 
Imper. Gr. Se p 96 — af. Liebe, Goth, Numimar. Capt. 
v. Fol. Trey ears and Leeds abe Uni you ve as; 
many ſuch Coins unſler Gord aut Pius as you have under 
Marcus Antoninus near fourſcore- Tears heſbre, and as many. 
under Gallen, between A H 2 5j. and A: 52689 as . 
der Trajdn, or Hadrian, abote a hundredland thirty Years bea 
fore, Ib. p. 248 160. 190 82. Conf,  Bandun. Num! 
Imp. Tom. I. p. 188, 189, 193. ſeq. N Num- 
ber, let us pike V pen. en 4 
City, where St. Paul preach'd at one time 9281 4 
and by working the moſt aftonifhing” Miracles publickly, | 
drew large Numbers preſently to the Faithof Chriſt, to hm. 
he afterwards-wrate-a fine Epiſtle, and: plac'd' his faithful. 
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mmi Figure of the Goda; upon e beautiful Coin e 
Gan Fra, Wife of hne the Elder, the middle 
of the third: Century: (Hardum:/Nomm. „Pop. 8 tb. up 
fare Sc. Fol. Oker, in Philöſtrat. p. K 10 Fiſteen Vears 


later under Gallien. me «others"from"the. 
eller Pagan e hs vich the Figure of 
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phia, and Laodicea, they like wie * one exhibited on 


00 their 


aneh bfip a od as Mars, 


O07 1 Me naar wh G00 
as . Miile of ei Cemury ana 
=_ Sezen ye this eee e Reach 

Klee © long in theſs and hundreds of other Cities be amaz. 
it yet we have Reaſon 7 . — than in tec mahy it 
Held duk Above tid Cenub A of in be of 
Byr wn; What Ohiiltiahs Aae! thete Ne H Gould Thew 
1 * gr vumetvus dn he GB 

8 9 fourrh Century; that the 
= of Rejje"iHlelf Wasallb at that Tide le Page, 

r a aboyt-the ene 


an , 1088 
jy ler Pan of the © Perce 


2 


A PIN Fae 49 1 el Goda — baits "ihe that 
| . a Cle Eoihbinatitiis were 
Fit 9 Ty: Rea 88 


8 $ and inde [ 

tb" claſh as E 49 | 5 7 
0 e F 
We Pro N Habe fe ber 


* 
” 


3 * : r | Ca it lin. 


15 


5 e 500 EE 
4 Af 761 en N 
e n ech 


2 925 Selen 
ri rt CS, Ihe 4 


is 


fe - Ei STS 
9 . ys 8. Boein 71g rea Toy N 


1 ee e lr 


11 : 
S. a a d . 1 
- 292» b, 
4 4 ! 5 *W I : 
+ -. 
* | 
ITY 5 2 


— 
% #4 
Pe Thar 


: ail6ngqu) | 


Ls has, 
Penſion,was þy 
Pb hog, 


—— 6 


(Sephiſt) : ſhat bad tis Cart of Nuth in Athens, with 


Ngeiy % (erdir@-)% rig :Abnras: veorurog. wires in rait 
8 fia Fhiloſtrat. Vit. Soph. Lib. 2. p. 566. 
Ed, On To giverus i o the beſt Authority 15 the 
Pfeciſe Sum, to theſe Men ;he, produces a ſayi 
Nm, to the; (Atbenians, in, Al luſion to the 
laid. Stipend, I & MP An — eee 
(wake) not the MAN. Id. ib. p. 80 that as to _ 

gener and the ſexeral Sechs eas at Atbens, 
Stipends of the Profeſſors are I think clearly =* to 
be ſo many Ai Drain pes. A 
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inge F ed the 's ke 
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whom he- this” very, Account; rv and Ogre 
pF as. 07) DAA Hl. 'Philoftrat ibid. p. 6085+ £55 
F {FF Thus" befi nid bee 
mentioned, chere Were Games im theſe Fimes to poll, by the 
Name of Pythian, at Migare in Atties, and at Tralks in fa; 
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afſures us. (Faun J. J. c. 18.) And to theſe many others 
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a Sos exemplo 
0. 13. Dio 
ä x en Hiſt. 1. 
pe ie. —— — not way expreſſes the 
tame Thing, but produces alſo an Epiſtle of Marcus him- 
ſelf to Herodes Atticus, © wherein he ſignifies his earneſt 
Wines to be initiated, and if it could be done, to be ini- 
tiated by that Herodes. Hagan, Tos 6 m tONypart, 
72 e % d g OS ragen r . Fhiloſtrat. VII. So Soph. 
p. 563. Conf. ib. p. 588. Y 


2 (i) Wo ny bee, de ine pb d . 


dreſſes to People ſpoke agreeably to the general Sentiments 
of the — hear therefore one or two of them, 
Men of eminent Diſtinction and Character in thoſe Days. 
Dio Cbryſoſtom in his Oration to the - Alexanirians 

nounces, Abſolutely ſpeaking, there is nothing happy or br 
Y We ara: nobich' does not come to you by the Will and Power 
the GODS ; n of all 
dungs, and diftribute them plentifully -to thoſe who are 
« « wile t recerve them. Kalony” yap- . Mee, 3 
oo 3 RR Br Ha BON ,t rte 
er Taro d xpaſſdoi, % Mate- 
| part F 3 :biagor dryect at... Dio Chryf Orat. 32. p. 

65. Ec Fr. And leſt it ſhould be imagined, that by 

hs Word Gade, he might poffibly mean no more 
chan the in general, hear again, witk what Ve- 
— he ſpeaks in another Oratien to the Gorinthi- 
guinſt ſome Men (no other, I dare ſay, than the 
e who it ſeems had talked contemptuoufly of the 
firſt Rank,. e feys he, 
of abuſed, that are abuſing * ? Have rot 
eben Ju Ns "ad Apollo, 
Jan the aber Gods. ——Tou hear” what 2 ſoy 79. of 
. Corte and" Venus, and they do net aufe even Minerva 


. Be) nos Diana,” 1h ydp r di n, „ thre 
12 , d- 


—5 


Witze en the C HA R. GE. 
0 Ac bee; abs aur Toy: Au, N ee WOT has 
Sug mm Angers = tp A Abyuos T1Y Anprilga3g..91r: A- 
_ AY 2 head, vas dd Kg argu Id. Orat. 
1 eo 35 a 590k} Shieh: e 
2 93 another G of that Age; but: fiſty Vears 
later, repreſents Jupiter as the Supreme, and the other De- 
ities as Rulers and Superintendants under him in all Parts 
of the Creation. He is tbe Creator and Plemſber--of.: the 
Ui venſe So that all the . Tribes or Claſſes: , Gods 
bave' each their Emanation of Power from that . Jupiter 
the Father of all. He gives to the Gods" 4 Pre eminence, 
(above Men) and Governments, and Pręfectures, that no- 
thing: (in any time or place) migbi be deflitute of | Gads, that 
every, wherexthey, ta all. Things and Penſant in the fr Mo- 
ment pip <p; their Exiſtence, * 8 lite ſa many Officers, 
and Vicegerents diſpoſed throughout the World. + But no great- 
ar Share of their Providence. 4 be Alen to any Thing. than 
% Men: He a Rey Go tn þ- particular Curators. 0 4 
Mankind, a of 
Gods.) NS- aura mY chav 18 2 —. ny Wo - 
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rg ow Hinigin hi Tg d 75 QUTaY S erelas Nr Wie 7 
arb gau, qeiy imoincyirreie F525 joey diu eg 
Fr. arb g a T5ay r 8 W. Ariſtides. Orat. 
5 4, 5.6; Ed. Jebb. 
pon the fame” Sort of Principle, Celfes in his Book 
the Chriſtians both peo, and ridiculed them for 
their ſcrupulous Abhorrence of the heathen Worſhip and Sa- 
crifices. We ſhould either, ſays he, baue 1. Being in 
Ie and not come hither at all, or when abe are here, we 
« ſhould 8 1 Thankſgrungs to the Demons (i. e. Deities; 
„ in his Eye, though of an e Order) whoſe Diftrift 


* war Bart i W — 
« 0 


dg d Oi 2 


Notts on tbe C HAR: 6E. 65 


8" OBlatht * hng' as we' tive, "that" we may have them Bind to 
nip And in another P ace, he puts this Dilemma fp 


the Chriſtians,” as ſure to pinch” Ane K b 1 — | 


thin Sort of Lol. are an {accordm 35 

«© dobere 15 the great Harm d common-Fea 5 2 Noi 
«- Sacrifices ? "but if they are 2 Demons (i. e. Deities, 

„ his Senſe) then even 'thefe are "of God, and we ſhout 
** therefore heatken'to them; and [i er and Pray ie them 
**" *ovor dn; "10" the Liaiys, "hah "thay nc 2 
ble or bene) 5 pg! 19" te. adds anot 


W by way of een to 'what very little Purf e the 


Chriſtians avoided al! Heathen Sacrifices in order to ha 

all Communication with Demons; © They only guard againſt 
n khan fays- he, *wher they [br 4 Vikki eee Bat, 
MR whenever they ent 4 Mirſel Po Bread: b drink a "Draught 
<<: Mint, of tafte any!" 1 Fruit, 6+" even. draw pare 
«© Water, or breath the wei A. about them, do they not re- 


«© cgi ve every one of theſe m certain Demons (i. E. 
e Deities again with him) co 1 rr alt theſe Thin gt under 


« ther particular Cure 200 Managemen, ve 2 ro 5 7 


Ea; Brie, 898 rah ate; oh pg Dy ir) reicht "a 
90 eig (i. e. ale pas) v 80 2 ae reg 1 1 
xb zb fr . ar ap xo 8, eu dg Aroderter, 5 Sg + 1 555 

y | GUT@Y kde nr me TAE Ay Origen. L Ts 
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P. 399. wm n - 
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rauhen ic”; 4 'Peiely viyes daijeoves, 7p, d. Erol Tg 5 948 eich, 
os 2 gerte, 2 3 ca yvoulue, * vkeruuærio, bo 
N Sl. N. Ib. p. 39393kJV:. OD 

ror⸗ on leb — ab rde, : eroray 12 Dvagerrey Bis 
So era M \ofro b, G n rb angeFguay + e 
rai, 8, abrdò def abr ſcems d C ion inſtead of agg 


or at leaſt a Verb is wanting) Nee drervioriy,” ge 12 
; ivy Faipovar £x0654 rA Meavaowv, olg [aid 1 * 
N e » Wien!, Nn I ib. p. 39 
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nder therm as the Be. 
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ers, and ee Warp and Nee, ac 

eres ' to the Pradtice of their Fore : fathers· . this 
8 D that the e e . were Pp petually 
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y him, but yet terug inmor tal, 

Who had al6 al inferior Diyinities or Agente hem called 

| Yamjpans): Demons, of a middle Nature M n and 
e ſuperior Gods; and to all theſe Beings, og 8 

Kea ſeveral Ranks and Powers ort _ — : 


Pen Juno, Sc. they were per 
were always due from Mankind, and — — . D 
ab ag from, it: And this Notion was. "i rooted 
he. Minds: of learned add unlearned, and confirmed ſo 
alien. and; 0 plainlx 4 ibey thought by Oracles and other 
2 tom theſe Gods, and by viGble- Efe#fs of the 
Mmarpellous Kiod among them, that it is not conceivabie 
cab, by.qug!; in theſe Days, What Difßculiy there was 
in coovecling it, by all the Wenn the Chriſtians 

920 1¹ A N could 


7 ogrecd in believing firmly, that this Supreme God left: ally : 


Ne . RO. 
could: ae, ahd all dhe Mittultt 'Poidefo ey: 


ni & 0) Ur 3% Badges Jede eee e 
Vim dhe mean time L am very well aware, thi in me ld 
_ © as well as modern World” there ap I | 
Sentiments on this Head. Befides pr e and 
| - who were known to have very 
any. Species of Religion; the Stoits, who 


had yet, as to a - eh of tin. 


Pound ont a Wey fo Zens Ting Fappe off the 
common Deities from their Theoldpy; by turning thenr all 
into #oral or phyſical Allegories : Others of the . e 
the Hiſlory- Plan of Encnieris che Me _ which" Cree 
nad long before recortittiended,” itterpreting thelt Gas itlto = 


mere deiſied Moyrals, Who had once Wa on Earth ke 
otlier Vien and Werben; But hh . ther Tithe 
great Renown and Veneration'by ſome gh Hxpldits and 
Servides to Mankind, Had 4 backer -by J * rns? 


& and Honours," thing dort of 
« <y without” all Doubt was” foutnfed of 
| — vents rhe nn of the yreateft | 
— 2 59 Ga 'Chriftiah Wik? 
Waker wi 1 Ser «nd*Eearnin aban 
fome bold 2 who tory 5 ore 


je thowalges Superſtitions, - and the Go 4H. 
of : then: only the wer divided” : een. th 


ted Syſtems: aboverhetitioned ;" ſome 4 
in this, as they general — —5 
ſet out on dhe More 


— 
ſome: 
But this 
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_ Notes, on whe: C. RAGE * 
11 ultizyde-went on ſtill in their old Imaginations 
EE: without attending at all to a few refining. 
Theoxiſtz, he mein Body even of the Great and Learn- 
ed ſided Srongly in ſupporting the Credit of the 
85, they. filed them. Hlinys Charge to his 
4 When the the clatter Was ſetting out for his 
of Achbis, I. Neuerer Canditores Dos, & 
Ep. 24,1. 8. Platarch alſo; whawas now. | 
9 12 Oracle among the higbeſt Ranks of Men, bore 
himnſelf in the latter Hart af his Life the Office of a Frigt 
CEE: 8 a ene ene the 


enetration,.. At, che, lame time the, £ Q ical. — 
1 5 ofthe Ges as boon diSopnſe cendared. 'bycthe. ame 
0 01 71 ſexeral other learned Writers, ſuch! 
2 Rd fe Ps — 2 and 
_— X. Mean time, Jiovagoreans 
and, Pins 8155 * all, Prleſaphers grew now i the moſt 
aun haſt Authoritye;put adn Varniſh onthe - 
Pagan £ plas Fi by making teaching the World, common. 
Dani Fee cities ſtood for vai ders of in- 
telligent 8 ful and good Beings, under: I ane, ſupreme 
God, $30. YO were appointed both-Creatorsiand: Rulers | 
i this lower orld e en and were truly entitled as their 
alte "Plot had faid. before them t the Name: and Ho- 
5 of Gat: ; ; that morgover the Names of their inferior 
Deities ſtood maſt of them for a So of, divine Mini ſtars in 
all ſublunary Affairs to thoſe, other Gods, whoſe Place of 
l was in the upper Regions of the Ain, who 
Were ed. with a light thin Sort of Body. of the aerial 
r Buſineſs it was among other — 
1 — to Mankind the Vill and Teenie, of the ſuper 
a * latter being too pure and exalted to — . — 


Inter- 


3 y among, ao — = here — there a Man 


Notts" en the) OH AR OB. 
| Intercourſe themſelves with the foul turbid Regions 
Barth and Arnoſphere. That in Conſecuende of this, the 
intermediate Demons were the Beings Who repr ſentec *. 
the Gods all the fm th aud Defires,” and Pray yrs fe Men 
and carried back from thence. to M and 
Dirt#1ons in each Caſc Caſe, tai agg Bb, 35. = 95 2 Extiſpi- 
ces, or Augurves,. .— 85 other Species of Divina- 
tian then in Uſe among * Pagans. 1 this, you 
fee; gave a ſolemn philoſophical kind of Air to Heatheniſm, 
above. the fabulous poetical \View. of it, and thus ſerv'd to 
ſcreen: the Civil Eſtabliſhment of it from the Charge of 


69 


mere Mythology,” and ow far to juſtify and encourage the 
N in eipouſing it· But to ſhew all theſe things in 


pou nnd wicker Authorities, is too large 
4 F i this Place, and. be reſerved for ſome other 
nity:\ I: ſhall. at preſent therefore only ſubjoin a 
few curious Extracts: from a celebrated Wiiter under the 
Antoninet, which 1 ſpeak for many others. Lx Ma. 
jglas poſtulalat, Diis 1mmortalibus* Caium (Plato) dicnvit. 


Nos muidem Dos colites-partim viſu, le d. 
gans. Ae Mf gun df nimmt rl Wh 92 CL TSLENESE if 
wn " * 4 Ny k * l We Pos, 4 clarifima Mundi" N 
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"(Thi Notion eo 

: ies, becauſe they 
del ht — actuated — Gin Spiel Intelli igenoes of 
the higheſt Order) Nec modo iſtos, verum etium quingue 
Stellas, qua vulgo Vug ab imperiti: nuneupamtur.— In 
 eodem Viſibilium DRoRUα N aer we e Siara, 
gu cum Plutone e, en, eee 


v1 * 8 1 EE 


GRATIS 46, mer mn, 
eren, enen 
pins inden ruadtanter Pros, Ws uibus Cæli cborum AN 


ef cbronatum N tenpeſtute v 2 alu gems D- 
Aung: | X ORUM, 


of our 


ORUM, EO... hs — nam tamen 
intellectu eos mirabunds contemplamur, acie 2 acnius an. 
templantes... Quon unt in Numero ſunt ecim 
Nominum in duos Varſus ab Ennio dark ils bo ads 


7 6, Cris, "Dia Petite, "Maps, © 
N A , ne, vill, "Als, © e 


6 exterique id gn; —— . guidem ſunt mris ar. 
ribut jam din cognita,) Potentia ver cmyectatæ, per 
1 Hit agendd veriz in reaped rf | 
Nuala eurum Jmgult curant. Quins Plato exifiimat Na- 
tures incurpuralet, ami maler, neque' fine ullo, neque'exordio, 
fed prunſas us retro Aviternas, curporis  cotagione ape 
Naturd remotat, ingenis ad ſummam beatitudinem Perſecto, 
nullfres cncrrurii hun . er e donn, 2 = 
campetentia fits promptu facil, fimphci, libero & d- | 
RE mmun rerum Daminatur ar | 
| ab omnibus nexibus putirndi aliguid 
Gunzivinen;i 2 Dad: Arxcujus NI Munia obftric- 
tum, "cur. Ego: nunc digere exordiar — Habetis interim bina 
Animalia, Deos ab Hominibus plurimum es, bei 
ſublimitate, Vitæ per petuitate, Nature en nes mull in- 
ter fe propinque łummunicutu; cum ea. hal: 
ab infimis tanta intercapeds fa 01811 a: ſpear, A gi 
tur Nullone: * — Re in Wee. 
manum Partem ſeingatam campſe, interruptam, 
Sil paſa d; Nam, ut. idm Plato ait, r 
miſcetur bomnibus, fed bc præcipuum carum ſublimi 7 
cimen eft, quod nulla adtrectatiane nord contami 


corum 1 obtutw: mcg; 11 — 
autem lo intellectu, ; neue prompio: WHT. . igitur 3 
(Orator objecerit aliquis 5 poſt iam, celeſtem quidem ſod pane 
:nhumanam tuam ſententiam faciam 3 Si ommino Homines d 
'bec Terri Tartora 


Dis immortolibins repelhuntar, atque ita in 
relegantur, ut omms fit ills adver ſus: 


nr ig ee ws f . vent. 


„Ao 


| Sr M6 7 
Sur prices alleg tbo? Rep & ' Plath 246 Sententid ft 

ned Voce, non uſqut . adev, ue, Je fejunetvs er alituares 

nobis Deus Heede, ut ne Vet lin noftra ad illes jr . 5 
per uenire. Neque enim ipfos 4 Curd Ker ian ee 2 Ja 
ade e od temovi Ceterum Divi. 
N media Poteſtatis, inter fummum athera et fa, terrat, 
in iſto interfitz aeris ſpatio, per quas er defideria nofira er 
merita ad Deos commennt. Hos Græcd Nomine Aaijueras 
 nmcupant ;_inter " terricolas calietlaſhne Vettores, hine Pre- 
dum, ind Domrum ; qui ulrro citrugue portant, Bine Petiklo- 


nes, inde Suppetigs," ceu quidam um iuſpue ' Interpreter ef S 


lutigeti! © tr | hos boftdem, ur Plato in Sympofib” aututhat, 


cuntta pins ont Magorum varia Miracula, omneſque 


præſagiorum Specier reguntur. Eorum quippe de Numero Præ- 


diti Qurant ſingula, proinds ut oft eur um cuigue tributa Pro- 


vincia; vel Somniis conformandis, vel Extis fificulandis, vel 


Præpetibus gubernandis, wel Oſeinibus eudiendis, ve Vatibus 


inſpirandis, — Film inibus 'jaculandis," vel Nubibus Hou 
canis, exteriſque aden per qu futura dignoſtrmus.” . 
cuncta Cerleſtium Voluntate er 'Numine et AuForitate, 55 
Deæmonum Obſequib et Oper & Miniſterio 0 Neri arbity 
7 Abe Deo Socratis. . p: 664-65 5. Ed. DI. 
No wentgobſrve from theſe Paſſages of uleius one 


* two Parti Irs, — hy 4 be worth our otice. 
the frſt Place, to fuß ſaid of I, e in the C 


eee, n Tele thus the vie Bel 
in the two Eines of Enniur, amofg the living,” oe 
eternal Gods of the Eibe, Regions, ming over Mankind 
by Demons, their Miniſters and . on all Occafions; 
e 1 Ovid's Hine, aſt. * 6. ver. 2 "67, 
299, 4 þ 98k 1 2103 7 Ba. | 


Milf * Lui . —＋ 21 Hr 6 21 


Fals cadem of que Terra; fubel i nn 1. 
Stat Vi. r ak 9 
Tellus Veſtaque Numen idm gti,. cal Oy 


One might be apt to imagine preſently, as ſeveral Medion 
2 2 have 
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1 nel Va, whic 
1 9 7 729 aha 125 alf babl = 
3 a W he Yeſta mo pro y 
Fi bad in his Eye; ; 725 in another Ne 6 of 
ar eftion his Words are, ver. 39 
x dene aid Veſts, gun men eue wee 
| Go 218 rn N29, d de iir wir 
meaning, a5 ſore. haxe xidiculonſly, interpreted bm 


N ng elſe but the cue burning Flame in 
mples of Veſta;., but that ſhe was Flame et Fentially and. 


juſt 28. calls. the ætherial Subſtances, 
ida. Ub, ſup. 5 679. and the 
(ct 4 * Periucide, Janon 7 42 . 
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tive of U ga. A e of e 
J. and 
others, that V . — Repreſen e 
mong the 1 but re, no. Image Her of any, 
kind. as other Deities had ; this I take it 25 granted is Ws 
every where laid afide, being fully and unanſwerably dif- 
proved by the learned Harchiel Wonen in His excellent 
Diſertation deWoftd etPritanibits Gr a cor un. P. m. 35 8, ſeq. 
4. On. indeed FROM Faſt. l. 6. ver. e. * | 
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which led a . Number of Modetns into the Notion 
abovementioned: and per haps what he faid was true enough 
of the Roman Temples of Vea; but it certainly was not o 
of all her Temples among the: Greeks, as Spanbeim has ſhewn 
plainly; and he has alſo made it probable, that ere ek 


of Veſta herſelf appear on ſeveral Roman Coins 


20K. We may farther obſerve from the Doctrine of bal 
15 concerning Demons; (vrhichi wus alſo? current Doctrine 
in che Heathen World) ofi what Conſequence it was to the 
Cbriſtian and their Cauſe to have a Power among. them 
from God of exploring the Truth as to H, of detect- 
ing the-Evil in Aſalę-Pruſtices on Mankind, and ſhewing 
to the Heathens how far rui Demons were in. reality the 
Gods they worſhipped, and the Authors of every Thing 
among them which they moſt eſteemed as ie. This 
laſt was a Deluſion, which the Heathens never once ſai 

ed, though ſeveral Philoſophers. among them, beforeias welt 


as after, our Saviour 's Time, had diſcovered that ſuch Be 


ings did exit in Fact; only not with that Clearneſo and In- 
fallibility, with Which the Chri/tzan World ſince has known 
it every we em Holy Writ. This being the Caſe; it was 


of the ume An portance to the Goſpel, and the Conver- 


ſion of the Pagan World, to lay open this Secret by ſome 
means or other; becauſe this would ſtrike at once at the ve 
2 the Heathen Etrors, point out the Sourch of their: 
apprehenſions, and tus affect the Idolaters more ire 

= ore, than perhapsalmoſtany Miracles in another Way 
Accordingly. ſuch a Power among the Chriſtians becomes 
| arobable bv 2 1 viſible: Uſefulneſs of it; and ſuch a Power ie 
is which the old Chriſtians relate of their Brethren; via That 
they Were enabled by God mnacuibreſiy to undeceive the 
Heathens by their Power over wil Spirits, in as much as they 
could not only c thoſe. Spirits aut of Heathen Perſons" they 


aaf ſed, bur alſo frequently in the Preſence. of —_— 
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74 _ Notes in the O HAROGE. 
forced them even to own 8 Spirits, and one to 
be the Jupiter, another the Apollo, another the Aſcula Jus 
&c. whom the: Heathens adored 1 — and whoſe 
Wonders and BenefatHons were 10 much extoll d and reve- 
rene d amongſt them. This Account from the primitive 
Writers Gang N tray reject ptuoufly as they 
in their great Wiſdom, and 1 ſhall ſay nothing here 
in Oppoiition to it, as it will fall more in my Way, 
at ungther Places but one Thing I believe they will. not 
ſcruple wo allo, that ſuch a Power) and ſuch Diſcoveries by 
it Were no infignificant trifling;/Things in "thoſe! Days, and 
that eve/ Demongin themſelves r 5 mere 
lings and Fictions & To Dov eee 
"ET (4): Here: e bel mey be ple Bvidence for 


+ After ſaying," — Rely cn oy 10 wy 


| is Supplies I. 2257 
enda ot: and after — ſome 
— — to the different "Objects" of 
their Worſhip, and different Parts of the: World, he adds 
emphalically,-all which Things are according” ty the Manner 
. Tum & rack Plact eee and "rare ee” often 
find the Deities expreſſing” ther Di by Dato and 
VaTICIATIONS and OrACLESs, if any Thing 0 the Jared 
Rites ds amittad either from Carelejinefs or Pref Ex- 
amples tubich are ready at bam 1 1 but 
they are fo very mainetons as well as celebrated, rh no one 
cam ſet: about: run them, bur be e Bo! Jo 10 omit 
mam mute than be mentions; Lum onmia pro oe more 
lei ou el rath ſunt; ur plerumque 3 ATION 
Natftowimus: a Oracuirs commrTuus/# 7 
DNN HA Nome; e in fetris focordid vet perbit 
negligatur.' Cujus' Generts: A 
ſea. add celebtata et frequeniata uur, at nem e rommenerare 
e was gin melts plira omieie, quam anf. _ 
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„695. Delph. Now if an eminent 

P e . thus in Confirmation of ic Su- 

perſtitions, what muſt. we think of che vulgar Perfuaſions 
in this Point; When. Apulixs informs ws; that Bxiamplis 

| of the Wrath of the Deqves, con any little Omiſfion Kd 


uſual religious Ceremonies / were: ſo frumerous ant rriebruted 


every where? We may be ſure theſe Examples, as he\ſtilds 
them, loſt no part of their Weight by Relntiont among the 
Multitude, nor wanted any cmmmodious Exaggerations from 
the Pontiffs and duſter,” and gur, NE. If Was alf 
very dbvious Anference to all of them, that the! Deities 
who were ſo much offended with any Oniiſſiom of the old ſtut- 
ed Rituals, could not be otherwiſe than flaſeu * 
tual Q&/ervance'of every! Part, and thus would be necetlatily 
underfiood as approving) and direfting virtually the >whole 
— — But this will receive farcher Light 
from the following Writers. Eaſalias tollsus of Ou n 
the ſeveral. Cities, 16 add HOoAEN XE j, 
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which was called, civil 2255 al, from being publiely vfo- 
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Thing they ſay, very Feeling: + rogue hey: 
— — very juſtly.(they-think) thut in Worſbippin 
the . Divinittes. they att perfettly right, and that we are guil- 
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aud their ſacred Rituak.: And the ſeveral Llnſwers;- which 
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cate of Heatheniſm, »the antient Chrrlſtians ever con- 
— roſette} even in Deſenec of their Denon Wor- 
ſhip, that-there wes no one" Article e it: auhich Men bad nor 
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you was a wretched: Degree of ee 2 
Gedallty, d it certainly was; but wretched as it Was, we 
might ourſelves have been as involved in it as Por- 
1 * W Days, if it 
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were not tor the Lights: and Powers of the Goſpel And 
therefore we ſhould do as Euſſebius and ther \afitient Chris 
ſtians did, bleſs ourſelves with all Gratitude for our happy 
Deliverance from ſuch Darkneſs: and Error; and acknovrledge 
it the merciful Gift of God, through Cv Mas and tfe 
1 K of. Life from him and his Apoſtles. NN Ad ed. 
P. 10, This Piece of Porphyry,which:on may Accounts 

3 would have been extremely curious and uſeful, is nat extant 
to our Times. But Euſebius has preſerved to us ſeveral 
large Extracts from it, worth every one's reading, as con- 
taining many Paſſages of Antiquity, not any Where elſe to 
be found at preſent. See Euſeb. Præp. Evang. l. 3. c. 14. 
THOR 4 32105 9, 20, 23. I. 5. c. 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 
. 14, 15,16, u H. C, A 2, 35:45" $41, g. 1% bag 
10. Dem AE bs s. bee 2 wer _ J. 
19. 0. "Y 4 herap. 10. En. Vit. arp Jr. 
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Oracles, | made 4 Colleian i of .Qracles.of: he: other: 
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ng 8 efectual toward demonſtruting 
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criden World, was abſdkitely 'x by Fabriti (See 
Fabr. Bib. Gei Toth. 4\ P. 191.) and Was ſoon given up dy a 
learned Friend of his, fort otherwike admired Hitn, "and 
favoured his geherh} Hy 56 us Autlidt in Le 
Chrc. Bibliothi. Cheiſ. Tom. 13. p. i930 IV peak the 
plain Truth, the Noda was a mere Whit and Chimera, 
founded on no Byidence from any Quarter, diſdountenane- 
d by the very Introduction to it J have given above from tlie 
Author, fuch'as he SN nn Writer world ever think ef; 
and when you come 16 ſiſt it thetotghiy, it will apprar 
full of groſs Abſirdities and Igeredbilities. IE was 4 mitseh 
better Thought of another Critie, — 23 . 
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in which ſach grand Secret: were contained. If you afk, 
hom he could think of ſupporting Pageniſim even ng 
his Friends, and 46the ſame Time ime projecs —— 
mendation of Je Ci The Anſwer is very eaſy.) Not 
wk ;Porpbyry but other, Heatbens would: admit our 

we been an excellent Man, ande. ſage Divine i and be- 

tituled. to ; Honours like thoſe 


account fully 
1, hall add few. Paſſages n 7:66 here olalily 
once for all that we, have. at leaſt no — for 
charging. him. with any-Cheat of his in theſe Oracles. Af- 
8 Omcles. 1. obſerve: he frequent 
tobe: Siring yon notiee, that what he — 
— a Port, of the rack, and that the whole was elic- 
r knqwn ſuficienty ta his Reader, 1 wes 
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— — Euſ. Pr. I. 5. c. 1.) condud- 
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He ſubjoins preſently, er A inen wy, and then gave out 
the ji the Prayer; but Porpbyry coritents —— 
telling us ſhe did fo, and leaves out all the Prayer itſelf, as too 
long, I ſuppoſe, to be there tranſeribed, and well 
known to his Friend and others from ſome former Record or 
Collection. Thus again, aſter quoting (Ap. Euſeb. Ib. 6. 13.) 
morn — Porybyiy . — ding — de, 
him adam X, Feb dx 
pu parveyy he, referring rnanifeſtly. tothe reſt of the Hymn 
in other Books. And to confirm all this, hear how ſolemnly 
he proteſt againſt all Male- Practice in the Point. I cal 
dt to witneſt, rbat I bave neither added n to the 
Sentiment of an Oracle, nor — ſhe 3 farther 
than this, that T — e 5 here 
Ls to fame 


and there, 1 u, 6 
completed a de \ Metre; 2 2 Aiteru- 
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this: Point. 5 | +: 7 
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E ng the Paguns, in 
Vindication of their oy Theology 


or geltallihe Forms ot it. 
We have ſeen tod the moſt ex wy Detlarations of  Apulerus 
1 and hereafter under another Article, 
Dio hen and come in to add their Voices 
ta the "reſt; 1 — us hear ia few others on 
this Head. Gaus in the Decline of the Jeom Century 
boaſted-londly; that great Adrultituder of Greeks and Barb 
fon and firil fee, vor a met} 
E — in the Fact of healing al 
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1 8. p.40. In a third Paſſage after ſaying of the. 


tian an his own time, that by invobhing therr Demons 7 
bealed Gompldints in any Parts of the Body; be aſks with all 
the Confidenee: jnohat ſhould hinder a Man there. 
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uelirather than ut, es be proſperons rather than miſerable, and 
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1 N 57 D MAJ, "26 C34 L407 
- " Thus likewiſe among the Latins, Caillas the Pagan in 
his Diſpute with Q&avus the Chriſtian, bids. him i wp 
t the emples and Shrines of the. Gods ; from thence, ſays he, 
| Propbets er er ly and filled. and the God bave's Fore 
taſte of Futuritiks, give Security from: Dangers,” 4 
to Diſeaſes 5 2 aj ER H 1 2 the diſtreſſed Ban Con. 
or} aaa Ege in Trouble. bv mami Ref 
dge — — Wien, 3 
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art); iow . + Came to fanc) Neue lande (oriUmages) 
are powerful, and uo they are . the Names of 
450 lb Jools (or ) are the real." Aters at _ Bottom. 
Te u d rb rau (ri wu ſeems corru be ery flat; 
poſſibly the true reading was r& vat) 8 _ 2 
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Hawever though the: Ghriftians could dus ality. fight 
and account for ſuch Things, without controverting every 
Fact che Pagans might alledge, even the moſt u 


among them; yet the Heathens in general ſtood firm to their 


N 9——— — — for their Gods, '\ There 
lived in theſe Times two iam, one who wrote the 
Tae a Treatiſe on mili tary Affairs and another whe 
Wrote the Hilary, of ee and the Various Hiſtory, the 

under the Reign of Traian, and the latter above a 
red Tears aſter in the third: Century. Theſe . Au- 
refs.” a long while confounded into und by many 
n no leſs a Man than Gerurd, N 
VHaſius among the reſt; but the excellent Periaumus diſtin- 
guiſbed them at laſt very critically and juſtly (See Cl Pe. 
rizon, Præſat. ad Tian. Var. Hit.) and henceforward I be- 
leve they will always continue ſo. Now the latter of 
_ theſe Aan nat os Fileas ancerning 'Divine Manfeſta- 
tans (wee Selav wagyuar). not extant indeed to our Days, 
inly appeating by the Title itſelf to be calculated 
e Honour of his Gods; and the Fragments remain- 
ing of-it.-fhew-fufficiently--for. 2 Taſſe, Bow well it was 
— with all the marvelous Works of the Deities that he 
could amaſs together. See Alien, Fragment. v. BB Dvres, 
6A, oloxů cus, Lehn, I Mſa, Neo, ''Nepweric,” An- 
— * 3 8 Ed. Feriaon. 25 
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udlage mii ml 1 nie GEO OVEAI 85 
APEIN ROPTHN, ih eig i 65s G v Man Omi 
Ts Id; Orat. 31, p. 358, 359% But the moſt; extraor- 
inary Paſſage to our preſent Purpoſe is in his Speech to 
e Augandniaus. He reminds them of, the: ſingular Fa- 
vours they had received from above that their God (Sera 


pic) was Continually diſplaying: his. Goodneſs, and Power. 


among them by; Oracles and N Ailtances and mani- 
feſt: Predictions almoſt; every, Day; that the:($1uai) Forces too 
of Apes; among the People — Memphis, i. e. Mordi drop- 
ping ominouſly from Children in bein Play, ſpoke the Mill of 
the Deyn and, had. Bern found Auner ring. ; Türe UGG, v 
en, gain Tel al eig fed ek in THje@r as rd AA, N, 
dug N AT TO AEIKNTTAI T ATTOT ATNAMIN, 50 orgy 
u ua ileigar, IA TE XPHEMON & ONEIPATQN —=— 
Seh f % Tn QNHEE,, N park}; inigan ENA nro- 
EINE. ige di u rd rd Jas SRMAE, 1.4 arbalde i Mi. 
Oe. icin di, r, Hades am, nen T0 40 
PT rr 85 TON te een On un 
304, p 
. — 2 ab in 9 5 ſeveral Qratiogs upon Jubi ria Nep- 
e . We Aſculapius, &cc. magnifies every 
1 it Strain the mighty, Dignity. and. Pow- 
ers: my ole, Gange her Deities, aſſerting it to be proper and 
moſt reaſonable to reverence and worthip them all very de- 
voutly, on Account of the Powers they ole d. But'this 
Author is particularly copiqus in ſetting forth- the wonder- 
ful Benefactions of. iſcu to Mankind, and among 
others to Mm under various Diſorders during thirteen 
Vears together. Upon this one Subject he. wrote fix long 
Diſcourſes (the laſt: of them only imperfe& to us) "= 
5 Aba, n. mne N various Manife dee 
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and medicinal Preſcriptions of the Deity to himſelf and others, 
and the general Admiration they occaſioned by the Events, 
in all the neighbouring Cities, among even Phyficians of 
great Note; as well as common People. See only Tom. 1. 
p. 293, 297. Accordingly in another -public Speech he 
ſtiles this Deity the greut Worx RR or WonDERS, doing eve- 
ry Thing for t Preſervation UP Mankind, Ts METAAOY or 
* tn. ee m owT1ICIN @ 067101 dba rey. Tong, 
1. p. 255. In another place he mentions the e Accla- 
mations of great Crowds'of People (among whom too as at 
other Times were many eminent Nya upon ſeeing, as 
he relates it, the ſudden good Effects of ſome Pref. riptions 
of Æſculapius to the Author, in a Caſe where Phyſicians 
eule do nothing; GREAT, they cry” out, is AscuLAaPws; 
. Bol WoXA v Wapoilor v rar imbiſan n NOATTMNH TON 
an rer ro, Mer Ax ndr Tex, Ibid. P. 29 5. Conf. p. 
55 38. It. Maſſon. Collectan. Tinte abe, P. 59. ad A. 
55 72. Vit. Ariſtid. 
ly to Lp this, we 10 1 inather of this Fm 
quent Claſs diſplaying publicly: the marvellous Works even 
of Heroes departed, fuch i flows, Achilles, *&c. The 
Philoſtr atus that was the elegartt Author of the Heroics, about 
A.*Di:2'o: (a different Man I am' ſatisfied from big, who 
wrote of the Sophiſis and the Life of Apollonius, though the 
| Cities have not dihingiſhed them} tells the World by the 
; Pierſon he introduces in 4 Dialogue, that even Protefilares 
5 red aff Diſeaſes, let ther be what they, eſpecially 
| | ons, [Dr op/ies," pers of the Des, and quartar 
75 if Alen pray to Bit for it. % T N If des ri- 
8 vs irrt; O d abr e ETX ZeAI. Af. AZAT 
ot TATA ONOEAF aig] „ g ba Phet r. 2 785 lere, | 
„ Ne . x 7 rerugra h uva. Phi- 
1 9: Kd :Olear. '-Such\was'the Contempt 
of Miracles among the Heathens ; who on the 
8 in chte Days were wrapt up in chem (excepting 


1 thi Handful of Baan and from hence would have 
= | inſulted 
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| inſulted the Cbriſiaus beyond Meaſure, if theſe latter had 
_ _ deftitute of all e Miracles to confront them. 
7. () This we find very vemarleably to be the Caſe 
in — with the Pagans, as the Ohriſtian Pretenfions tu 
Miracles grew in after Agooto beleſs frequent or illuſtrious 
than in former Times. Celſus, in the latter End of the ſecond 


Century, though writing profeſſedly againſt the Ohriſtian Re- 


ligion, yet in per ſonating a Jew, cho not to deny abſolute- 
ly the Miracles of our Saviour, whatever Sooffs. he might 
throw out obli againſt ther in other Parts of his Works; 
the Way on Which he aid the moſt Streſs, to evade the 
Force and Authority of thoſe Miracles, was, as we ſhall ce 
hereafter, by ſolving them all from ſome profound unintelli- 
ible Arts of Magic, vyhich our Lord by his Account had 
Rares in his Infancy from the Wiſdom ef the gpu 
and this we may be ſure therefore was che 'only*Anfiver, 


which the Bull of Jeus and Pagans. to his Days had the 


Front to offer againſt the Sacred Hiſtory of his HYorks. 
But by Degrees the Note was altered among the Pagers; 
by the Time of Euſebius and even Arnohius, in the Begin- 


ning of the Fourth Century, there was an open — Party 


them, who profeſſed to reject Spar ns vange- 
bel ecords in this Point, though ſtill the — bong 
ingenuous enough to allow the Fas, had recourſe, as of 
old, to the- Magical Hypotheſis, for depretiating the Won- 
| ders of them.-'(See-Eufeb. Dem. Evang. 1, 3. p. 109. ſeq. p. 


12 5. ſecg. adv. Gent. I. r. p. 32. ſeq.) Even forty 


Years afterwards the Emperor Jule, notwithſtanding his 
Inveteracy againſt the Chriſtians, was pleaſed not to im- 
peach the Truth, though he lighted the Miracles, of the 


Goſpel. But within thirty Years of his Death, when the 
Chriftians could no longer work Miracles in all Places like 
their Predeceflors, then the Pagans roſe in Spirit upon them, 


and generally took up the ſhort Way of anſwering the 
Goſpel, by roundly denying the miraculous Facts of it. 


This we learn from Chryſoftom, 3 the Proof 


of 
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preſent all Arguments from the Sacred | Hiſtory, ſaying 
of the Pagan Gteeks in his Parts, f I alkdge (ſrom the 
Goſpel) chat be ruiſed the dead; healed the blind, and caſt cut De- 
 wils; tlus the Greeks vill not admit. Ar cim, irt veH⁰ i Merge, 
rv D it vt, dæixuo yen JN, G0 rare ,t. Cbry- 
P. 23. (t) This Point will be treated diſtinctly under a 
following Article; and in the mean Time ſee an excellent 
Reflection of the learned Egſebius on ſuch; Events, in a 
Paſſage, which has never yet heen cited, that I know of, 
by any Modern. In the Sentences immediately preceding, 
he ſpeaks of the Chriſtian Doctrine, as ſbining cut farther 
and fariber every Day, by the: Firmneſs of the Martyrs under 
Sufferings,. and: prevailing 'triumphantly even in the miaſt of 
its bittere Enemies, eic fager c0npiges 0 aur in 
milos 78 raſſigiu Nope! & i ννονε ve ei ' THis Ahe na- 
ran galg reg. Aſter this he repreſents the ſame Doctrine, 
as bearing up not only againſt its viſible Enemies, but alſo 
the in ville, the: evil Demons, whatever they are, and their 
Chiefs in tbe dork Air about us, WHICH very Beings the Gr- 
Nux DisCiPLEs of Chriſt do CasT,0UT: by Prayers 10 God 
and Purity of Life, and through his divine Name, and by ſo 
doing diſplay EviDENCEs of the S1GNs' or WONDERS related of 
bim FORMERLY, and in this too (give) Evidence to thoſe, that 
can ſee at all, of his preſent bivixx POWER. , kal jay jpcioy 
10 | TELL Er x e (T. x eg anca pins, re- 
ferring manifeſtly to Aſu juſt before) Wine ra coga- 
ran, & rte dg de af ro wiege e ag GoPDady mona 
danone g dee h OTL £ ATTOTZ OL TNHZIOI 
T8. x6458 MAH,οTLDaAl, di apnejα,i, Bis x, rd ce Tor Seoy 
$V%@v,-% Tis. avrs whey Tewnloging EEEAATNONTES, on- 
H, wy TIAAAL IET OPOYMENAN. vir" ars ye ovivas TAs 
RON, g % rr rag ou%gay, dvrapog' TA TEK- 
MHPIA Th; is,  aperic aur Jradbixvus)es (r. diadcirxvus)a,) 
Euſeb. Dem. Evang. I. 3, p. 141. Thus ſpeaks the cele- 


— 


brated Euſebius," in a inks not written, an che Einicus 
Blandell and other Critics have imagined, after his Books of 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, and after the Civil Eſtabliſhment of our 
Religion, but long before, even before the cruel Perſeeution 
of the Chriſtians by Licinnius and in the midſt of Pagan 
Adverſaries, as I may ſniew perhaps on another Occaſion; and 
he wrote thus, not merely from Prejudices of . Education (for 
I can prove I think that he was originally a Heathen) but 
from a critical Examination of Things, and very deep 
Reſearches: as all know in Erudition and Theology. Ac- 
ordingly in another remarkable Paſſage, he concludes his 
preceding Obſervations in this * Such (ſays he) are 
the Evidences f Divinity in bim (Chriſt Jeſus) and theſe aue 
our ſelues came to admire upon ſober Reaſoning, and have re- 
ei ved tbem upon! a: ftritt and rigorous Deſquifition.” - They are 
tried and pri tay among us even i other glaring MATTERs -of 
FAcT, exceeding all the, Power ef Morde, (that is, in the 
Caſes) where cu Tor himſelf even AT Tus DAY 7s wont fo 
MANIFEST ſome PoRT1oNs of his PowER though but ſmall 
(comparatively) i in thoſe whom be thinks proper for it. rab- 
r Th5 u ure. 0:0T1TO» r rexuijgia rar 5 AT TOI AO- 


PIEMQs EQ@PONT. TEOAYMAKAMEN, BEBAEANTEMENH | 


T6: % EZETAZMENH KPIZEL KATEAE ZAMEOA®: Eę ij rag ci 
Wap uu % BiGaravica % * rigan PATMAT MN ENAP- 
| FAN, uu KL AUTTT [099 Toy Nix, ATI N GUT 0 Kygiog 7 pacuv 
EILETI KAI NYN % ay; Ku purge. r Th ad ATNA- 
MEQE TapePairuy el. Id: ib. p. 109. 

P. 24. (u) Such were Ayriatins, Jin Martyr, and 69 
prian, as every one knows, that is in the leaſt acquainted 
with theſe Matters; and ſeveral others beſides theſe, ſuch 


as Origen and Dionyſius of Alexandria underwent: dreadful 


Trials and cufferings for their Faith, though they hap- 
pened to eſcape with their Lives. In the mean time both 
We and other Chr iſtians of thoſe Days would have found 
no great Difficulty to avoid all Sufferings, if they had 
b this preſent Wald as ſome Moderns, and been ny 


Men | 
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Men of Artifice and Duplicity. Nhe Perſecutors would ve- 
ry oſten be ſatisfied, if the Chriſtians! brought before them 
mw but kneel to the Emperor's: Images, or (wear by his 
Gems, or pour out; a Gingle: Libation 60 che Altars of the 
God or even ſprinkle a little Frankincenſe on the Fire 
of the fame Altars, though chey opened not their Lips 
againſt, Chi, or with any In vacation of the Pagan Deities. 
Bat the true ſincere Chriſtians would not hearken to ſuch 
Propoſals even tas theſe! to Torments and Death it- 
ſelf; much leſs would they bear to renounce their Saviour 
and his Religion explicitely, and ſacrifice in Form to Idols, 
as was frequently required from them; whereas the Maxim 
laid down. to his Fraternity by our Sage Nhland in his Pan- 
theiſticon, was, aways to conform without Seruple, whereſoever 
they came, to any Species of. Rehigles, in any hart of rbe r 
rather than run am riſts or give the leaſt Genc. 
Aid. (ug: It Was a noble Aying »Oregen's in di 
Name of his Brethren, three or four Vears only before his 
horrid Afflictions for the ſake of Chriſt in Priſons, Chains 
and Tortures of many Kinds, Ve now ' 3ngeed, what are 
the Practices of Dacei vers, bu aue diſdain them utterly, as 
foreign to us and impibus, and not confiltent with the Principles 
of Chriftians, which we Jinartly profeſs even 70 Death. "rope 
. T4 ran a a,⁰ꝭ¶s, agrspcia os «aura, ws dt, Wy 
dcin % % E u g HEX 0: g Ms h, SND 
uuipeg dh Yu % Ao. Orig. c. Cell. I. 6. p. 297. 
In another Place, after ſpeaking of che Miraculous Gifts 
aud Notoers among the Chraftaans, in healing DiJeafes, caſt= 
ing out Devils, foretelling Things to come, and ſeeing Vifions, 
and receiving bright lapſes of the Holy Spirit upon their 
Minds, cauſmng ſudden Conver fions of Untelievirs 10 he Faith, 
he conelndes, God is witzre/s co dur Conſcience, that it 00110 
mut recommend the divine Dottrine of Feſus by any idle falſe 
Stories, But any by 4 Huriatmy f muniſet Truth. AN 
7 Hees uudgruc TE nutri euren i vos, Beropiry OY ATA 
VIERAGAN AATTEAIaN, A is ms ENAPPEIAL 
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| oxid cousdun Ty 10 Sulay dada. Id. ib. I. 1. p. 


b 2 '5. (x) Irenaus, ſpeaking of the various Privers from 


among the Chriſtians, fays particularly as to the Point 
before us, Some drive out Demons truly and ſubNantially, in- 
fomuch that oftentimes the very Perfons thus cleanſe 5 
evi Spirits turn BELEIVERS, and conti nue in the Church. 
Ot th5y yay g iνανe N GiCains c An Woe oN AAN 
IIZ TETEIN AOT EKEINOT KAOAPIZOEN TAE 
ATO TAN HONHPON NINEYMATAON,” cet iv TH Ex- 
5 a Ll Tren. ap. Euſeb. Hiſt. I. 5. c. 7. Adv. Heres, I. 2. 
0. 7. This looks a little promiſing I hope toward? Credi- 
bility, from two or three Circumſtances that are very mate- 
ou In the firſt Place, by this Account the Perſons ſaid 
here to be thus relieved: by the Chriſtians were Heathers 
at the Time the Thing was done; and conſequently if any 
Collution had been between them, it was not between Chri- 
ian and Cbriſtian, as thefe Matters have been lately repre- 
ſented, but merely between Chriftians and Heathens, which 
is not very; feaſible. In the next Place, by the fame Ac- 
count, theſe very Heatheris on receiving this Benefit from the 
ri 5 85 turn Chri/tians themſelved, and continue in the 
No this: Circumſtarice requires all the Subtlety 


to be Goved- fully and rationally, For Which Wa will 
the Hypotheſis of Juggling explain it? Muſt we 10 poſe 
theſe Hathens could be pet AN ay of their | 5775 
by Chri/ians,” and made to N that they were 
Ned of Ditrattians and Corowlſtons be) Agonies of Pain, 


when no Cure at alt or Reifef was among upon them ? 


This muſt be arrant Chimera: Bk theſe eathens perha 
were by" ſome Means or other in League with the. bei : 
ans, and ſo feigned both thei Me and the Care of it. 
No: This will not account for it neither, becauſe it would 
make theſe Hruthem to be Knaves and dont at the ſame 
TR which cannot VE admitted, or found indeed tolerable. 

Knaves 
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e neee 
| Knaves they muſt be at firſt ſerinky out, or elſe they would 
not enter into any ſuch League; and Fools too they muſt be 
immediately, or elſe they would not without any real 
Change of Sentiments be drawn into | feng themſelves 
e 7 805 publicly, and continwing inthe 1 hen by 
doing ſo they directly expoſed themſelves they knem to. bn 
fults and Reproaches of the Heathens, and to Hre and Fag- 
got, and Grbbets and Racks," into the Bargain. For Fenæus 
wrote theſe:Books; under Marcus Antoninus, as Critics agree, 
and every one, knows what dreadful Perſecutions were then 
raging. againſt the Chriſtians; and in this very Time it is 
that the Scene is laid by Fenæuſ of ſuch Tranlachens How 
therefore is this Sort * Colluſion, not once only or twice, 
but often, between the ( briſtians and Heathens to be digeſt- 
ed, conſiſtentiy with Reaſon or even common Senſe? The 
ſhorteſt and beſt Way at laſt; if you muſt needs get rid of 
the Thing a at any Rate, is to ſay, that the whole Matter 
bs, a Fiftion of ſomebody, and Fenæus, being impoſed: up- 
| on: himſelf,” aſſerted it to 9 World unguardedly. Ferhat 46 


| though: Jrengus, - hug ak Acumen and Learning, as een 


ohe mult percewe, that Will but read his“ 9 again 
the 1 and though he could not but ſee plainly, how 
grofaly he would expoſe both himſelf} and; his Brethren to 
the. Fathers of | if Ka Aqconnts as theſe before us had been 
all Dreams and dS yet it ſeems the poor Man 
had ſuch. Zeal, for his Caule, that he fwallowwed any! Story 
in it? Fayour without the leaſt; Cars bt Caution about the 
Truth, of it. Whoever, can entertain. this Notion of him, 
to avoid his Teſtimony | in ſuch. Caſes, muſt be leſt to think 

be 72 leaſe; but not without a Queſtion. or two, Which 
Fe ne « cool Conſideration, 5 Years;:before 

12 2 wh > Se his Books, 1 * m- Martyr and 

Tatian | 8 Foes d publicly in 7855 the ; ſame 
Power of the Chriſtians. in caſting out evil Spirits. Now 
theſe Ati of their's. muſt be likewiſe deemed fabulous 
9 ther new en 3 and if they were really ſuch through- 


2 out, 


ie 
n 
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out; the Heathens whochad-merwith tem [exploded them 
ndly: we ſure; anch ridiculed them effectually. 
tis . Talk 
in all Places, and not 


on of the 'Chriſti- 


every. d allo, by this Hypothef 
5 them: infultingly:\'\ How: 
arti Sneers * — 


A the 

tions wand if he was, that he ſhould venture 
tg; Wee himſelf the ſame Sort of Stories, without 9 
nice Inquiries into the Truth of them? But ſuppoſing hs 
did, io, or any one elſe of his Time; why then it follows 
again that the Heathens muſt needs be 48, and iu 
upon theſe latter Stories, as others had been on the\former. 
And upon this therefore l aſk once more; how could ſuch Men 


as che learned Tertullian, \ Mimatius Frlix, Origen;\ Cyprian, 


Arnobius, Lacantius, &c. all Heathens themſel 
xcept Origen, go on one aſter another in aderting:ehes 
Gif and Powers © Lok Chriſtialls without real Grounds; '1 
Defiance of all Seas and «Indignities- from the Heath 
ere they all, d'ye think, wild and delirious, bereſt of all 
Senſe and RefleRtivn 2 This'or\ſoinething like ĩt muſt be ſup⸗ 
poſed the true Condition of their Intellects, 
write in this Manner, conſidering their Circumſtances. And 
s muſt, * the neceſſary Baſis ir Effest, as. I. think it 
20 cb de new Hypotheſis againſt 
n Abettors: of it; I can give no 
10 it; and having thus far opened and ſup- 
Evidence on this Point, . us n.]. pro- 
regular: nn rarendd 19A Aon Nl 


N lit aliger a Character of Terrullan wehs, eee 


| kn ll Pæmu (P in 
muſt. acute and leummed Curthagini ian. Pl e, 
e bien Learn 
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for them to act and 


maps Chriſtians, 
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Bp.) Let others dhaicifore,:whornevier ren! lriki od {crow 
but — — . e and 


This Nan then; eee — 
Sytem as well as others, by hisown A nt; (Hive 
et | nos rim alequiande;' de agftris fuimm. Apalog. c. 18.) 
ſpealaa thus to the Roman Prefeimr. Hitherto yum bave Words, 

now νꝛ¹ö : — ts 2 the. Tune Let . L 
ANY' of 66 Hung bf nut r e _ ” 
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ue > 1 ie M Demon, elſe 77 
falſely profeſſed bimjelf . Nad. Tr: pa oy 
reduced theſe . 

dof ty ware breatbittg ou, —. 
| "fo: the Humer ef thera with the Deity, 51 4 
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Ee th Fang be 

A * . — (bee drudtiy on 

tie Stot enn. ntl Vhn Biba: of that jaucy Chriſtian: | What 

m linen than this Sort! of | Mark's Mer dad — 

2 therttc than:thes Sort of Proof? Truth is before i — . 

eint. | 


a niſt Stinph city There ſhalk be 10 Non for & 
— ang be. done by R,, or Aman Fallacy g : 


you. 
p24 a Yet, dn ſo, if your exon Eyrs and; Ears will pu. 
| yon. Sed humenms Verla frag rarer — L 
green ic Aru TY TributaliBus ve/tris, E 
| D@MoNE AGI CONSTET. Juſſus d qualibed. Chr re hes 5 
Spiritus ile, tam fe: — — verb, . 
Deum A Aus producatur | ABtQv1S ex is qui DR 
Dad PATL eviſimunt; — fame: % M. 
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gfe Aculapmis 5 ee — EY N * 
abb procariifine Lungalnenn. fundire Did 5 Op ma 
ee Probatione' deli ? Bi nplicirus 
medio aſt 4i- Nibrl fuſpicars liebs aut ard 
Fallacjd fieri-dit#tis? si Oo Veftri et ADRev 
lobi. TFortull. Apoleg.'e: 2 3, Bd. Have . 
Places All aue Tower, fs ., ud Ive i fer 
abeſẽ (Brings) hure Eet fromthe Naming bf 
_ — br {iments aye jo by Ori their 
oe ((theffr1 Heats H. Fear 
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tures, they vuiiu ——— of bur R. Onnis has 
nobra in b Dole , Pag, 'de'' Nomunattone” Cin 
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; Power, in open. Caurt, on — uy 0g pleaſed. _ 
o 12250 —— Fe ae W. e 5 


ow —— of. Chriſt could be tots 
ep 5 42 1 . ETD any 
ven Means every 

And, yet by =p hag would not. only 92 5 Chritan's 
n the. Jus, * but ſhewed his Raten D | 


marvellous. as: to: prove a very common Motive 
Aur 3 of - Now this laſt; Circum- 
and the ſecond Paſſage of Tertullian in which it lies, 

0 * ten Importance, are intirely omitted in the 
Free. 82 K Cx ina the; Aubor: was fave baay Trouble of 
lation 3 Reader auuld ce 
— 2 cpanenient er, e neu. 
i, vn "before him, — Sg" w te 
N. will: th a direct found Anſwer 


8. 


8 
Hay e ceſenting ng the Dag 

eathen how many were the Efe#s, ot —— 
(hen: World. ag Afetus, Was een to do in a former Note; 
"y wards: ACC} ALL) THESE: TCG, be, gate Pare Furt f 

gu Ane (J take the, reading. of Dr. Devin Tho the eb 
dae Ene Purpoſe) dias dl. vun Be 
ts concerning 5 as they are ** 
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eur , Bodies by the Tortures of our Murdi, and the Fire of 
our Speech (upon them.) Sar uHN himſelf, and Sek Aris, and 
Jorirzx, and whatever other Beings of this 'Demon-kind' you 
worſhip, overcome ly Pain, ſpeak” out "what they" are. 
2 in this I ppoje dythey He, to their own Diſgrace,” efpe- 
when: ſome of vob dre flanding by. He NA 
Lime pleraque Pars (the old Reading was, plerique;' Pars 
verum) VESTRUM; p, Demonas"de Teng, confitert, 
quoties q nobis vr mentis Verborum, et orations bicendiis de 
Corporibus exigantur. Tpſe SATURNUs, er SERAPIS, 57 J 
PITER; et quicquid Demonum colitis, vicri dolore; quod fant, ela- 
guuntur; nec utique in Turpitudinem fur, NoNNULL1s prefertime 
VEeSTRUM ASISTENTI BUS, nentiuntur. Minit.Fel. © 25. Ed. 
Dav. Such was the bold Aﬀertionof O#avius the Chriſtian; kn 
what ſays Cecilius the Heathen when he comes to reply'to all 
the Giles Ag Arguments? Wirbour- Doubt be would ſeurm 
Aſſertions very''keenly;” if they" had not 
been true; but — of this he denies not one Syllable 
of the Matter, allows the Facts here alledged againft him, 
fairly yields up the whole Point, and declares himſelf a Con- 
vert to Chtiſtianity. e 39, 40% Where is the Sigh hiow 
in this Caſe of any Fraud — en the Chriftian 
Side? It may be ſaid perhaps, that as to the Heathen's 
nce and Conceffions in this Place, t 408 — 4 
the Work of Minurius himſelf, as he plann' Dialogue 
and Speakers intirely, to his on — But let it 0 
be obſerved, that Minutius was no mean, ignorant, 4 
ſurd and thoughtleſs Man; he ſhews you by his Stile and 
Manner itſelf, that he had no little Taſte of good Writ- 
ing, and had ſtudied: good Authors, and knew very well 
what to Frupriery of Characters His Profeflion 
too of the Law and his Practice as a Nad ar the Bus- 
could not but teach him the Nature of proper Evidence, 
and the Laws of Diſputation; and that fingle Sentence of 
his Book, Nom laquimur. magna, fed'wroimus; points out bis 
Virtue to be ſuch, as would eres even tle Approach = 
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wut Faiſued and Hecait.  Befides the Perſons iſtrodac- 
s. Dialogue, . Were no ſclitious Names, but his 
very a, and of his own. Profeſſion 3 one al- 
ready converted like himſelf to the Chriſtian Religion, and 
| the other ſtill 8 Zealot ſor Heatheniſm. In. theſe Cir- 
cumnſtaoces, tp ſuſgect ſuch 4 Man as Aim, of put 
ting mere Reverigs,into the Mauthe of hie Speakers,” un- 
ſuitable either to themſelves or the State of the Times, or 
8. Matter of Fact, would be mere Whim and Ab. 
3 Wonne W e aN. 
the w Cannot conceive hy 4 {erious Civ. 
aan be ſhould make any Ditficulties of admitting ſuch 
——— 
no ecgit, n 4 
« was. impeſſible, that theſe, Cirzſiun Writers mont not 
knew, Whether their Adverſerics with whom the — 1 
Day converſed admitted ſuch Facts or not, and if t 
rat admitted them, our Chriſtians would as ſoon —— 
Five or blaſphemed their God, as faid falſely and and publicly, 
that the Heatheys did admit what all — nat. 
And of che ther Side, if the Heathers, even Men of Diſ- 
 cerpment and Knowledge did currently; own. themſelves to 
He and bear ſuch Things, and frequently turned Hriſliams 
8 direct Hazard of their Lives and Fortunes; 
and every Thing elſe of Value in this World, How can mo- 
va Ghroflransderus 40 it reaſonably? It will be very hard 
to perſuade any rational conſiderate Man, Wa 
believes che New Tefament, that dere was nothing in the 
Affair beyond ſome Trick and Chicane of the poor Chri- 
ſtians; ſince it cannot be ſuppoſed; with the leaſt Shadow 
of Reæaſon, that ſuck Heathens as Cerillus or Minutins Folic 
would he;bubblediand @joled,: and not take care effectually 
that. the Chriſtians ſhould exerciſe their Power: bavPerions, 
who were real Haarlunt, and on Ferſons incapable af bocom- | 
ing mere "Tools and Scabaes ta their Auwa 00H wrt 
Of MR JVI. A Mt 1545) 1701 Hub 1 2 (0900997 02 a 4 
i 2:5 NM Such | 
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Such; then being: ue Caſo and Evldenee of this miruculous 
Power; we may ſee from hence what is generafly unobſerved, 
why it was/that the antient Chriſtians i af o much Streſs 
en itis their Power of caſting ou, Devils and fpake of it 
continualiy with more aphalt than of an Power of 
» whiatiobret.1! Ini the Oullection ef + Feſtimo- 
nies that wilb be added [hereafter it will appear at one View 
how: copiousand earneſt» they were upof it; and the Rea- 
ſoni no doubt was, that this Power in the Extent above- 
mentioned was of al others the moft' ſtrilang to the" Greets 
and — and other Pagans, and the moſt fucbefsful in 

0 ns, being at onee a PerteFrom to their Faces 
ef nat — they adored as Gods, and at the fame Time 
a Power unrivaled and imumitable by the Heathens en 
Gires of Blindneſs in the Eyes and of many other Diff 
of the Body, and Gifts of Vim and Prediftions and r. 
aus Mansje/tations from above, the Heathens you fee alledy- 
ed from —— — enn there — * o much 
7— ifts among the Chriſtians, the latter 
ſuperior to alf the heathen 1 


— were ſo, and who ann eber they" 
the Heathensthemielves;,” was a Power” the H. 
not mimic, nor pretended to attain. Auel poli on 
this Account it was, that this miraculous Power was the moſt 
general and the moſt Iaſiing among the ¶ riſtiunt of an Cn. 
being levelledithe melt sey — 2 Delufſons, and 
the ſureſt Means of deſtroying the cont on” Taolatry” and 
Polytheiſim. For theſe Reaſons alſc it was, thut T Have 
bere-diſcourſcd particularly of that Power, tho' many others. 
ght be as juſtly alledged and ſupported; ant will be ſpe- 
chin the Teſtimonies hereaſter from the Aulient.. 
In the mean Fime F can eaſily foreſee, that 90 Exidence | 
or ents we can urge on this Head, will Latif cer 
tain Tribe of Men among us. Some will a ou im- 
moveably- * a broad Sneer on their * at d'ye 
Tol e mean 


— 


— Aer i nr 2 
—— 2 Won» 


I EEE 
— —— —A—r — — —_— 


| ; cound about us; andiif ESTES | 
nil, muſt be contented to give up this Point 
3 iros and rbving. Mſertion and 2g Er. 

e Things. There was a Time, with 
1 %, when ite ad. | 


any Ge mos Ye, = Mat a ——— Wiss of — Daye di d. 
vert | 1 —— ICU11 et 


Lay nd R 2 —— had — — | 
s or b hid Toe  e ie 
| —— — 


a0 be, no-dolid Principles — 
Mathematics, or natural Philaſophy to prove 

AFAINIL 4 Exiſtence of evil Spirits; and hence 

| : wh Pac 7 5 many eminent Philoſophers, ſuch as 

Pr. Clarke have maintained their Being, 

ien 9 22 INES it, 20 in- 


f is Operat | jens ity the. Y — — ror 
8 i 1 N. us a contrary: Lelaab and it is not 
in AL irt of Man, e has been — to en- 


plain 


Aol een wy 


lain avvay- -all: the Paſſages of the. Goſpels: and, Acts of; the 
pin a ta anꝝ other Senſe. Both Ads and Speeches of evil 
Spirits are tiere as clearl expręſſed i in many Inſtances, as t 
ig Peiſſible ori Words) bo id. itʒ and according An Dale 
hichſelſlis liere with / uicipain,0 and the learned Writers ain 
the late Controverſy on Dæmoniacs have ſhewn it to the 
World ver fully and ſufficiently. This thereſote alone 
hy redibile ta. Cimiſti guss That the ſame evil 
its: miglit operate, Age g Mens, Bodies. 
. from them in cher Times, as the pr 
tive Chriſtians arid; their Athvttfaries: jointly! aſſure upd and 
ſince the Bulk of the Chriſtian and learned World even of 
modern times have openly profeſſed the ſame Sentiments 
with the Scriptyres.: on. their: Side 30 let ſome Men among us 
call it what they. 3 , 3 
ty, or any Thing elſe, we: ſhall make no Scruple 0 main- 
Al de be e till ſome better Arguments are offer 
ed by cnt us, than have hitherto appeared. One Thing I ob- 
ſerve theſe Gentlemen take for granted too haſtily,/ aſking us 
often very {martly, : How it comes to paſs; that i ſuch Ope- 
b rations of evil Spirits were Nomad ſa frequent, we ſnould 
: 7 thing of them an theſe latter Ages? To which 
4 1 anGver here only thus much, let us frff be. fure of the 
Fad, before you make ybu Objection to us from it; for 
Writers of very. good Credit give us Reaſon to diſpute; — 
eſpecially as: to Heathen idolatrous Nations, Whatever, 
appear in Cbriſtian. The celebrated Praſeſſor 
of the Remanſtrants in Holland, ſo much valued and com- 
mended by Mr. Lacke and Le Glerc, did not feruple,; after 
paſſing ſome Sttictures in the preceding bections on H. 
Hellers Performance, to makeb the following Declaration 
We dairot 1 Bur that even at mrs Bax there may be ut 
Mme ry in India, China, and me 
A that: eee BV TER TRS TINMoET 
or or ny ERSONS, | arid ; fince the Devil ſtili bold his, Rule 
there in a Kingdom of W Vin lame inter Gentes, 
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de dorineer over them Under 'whoſe Subj the 
People acknowledge themſelves ve ſbe 3 — per. 
. ceive, do ſtand in greater Aye of ahem, 1. do of 

them whom they call and own to he their Gad. — rt 
And indeed it is fad to confider, how this 
* ate ſubgected to the Dvo/h" and ue enen 3 
1 « beige it their Miſery? wb er 
* Depils and evil Spirits, chat uffleſs — — Manner they 
<« ſhould adore them, they would be by them. 
. Chriſtians they do adknewiledge have u Prefogatꝭbe above 
<ahomielves, ad not to be under the Power of theſe Tyfer- 
64 47 hen wor aire O αανπνν vabed HDοννj˖.iOQu 
10 Fei — — times Sen lies and Wemem of this Ped- 
s ple ſtrangely poſſeſſed, infomuchk that 1 cduld judge it 
"* nothing! . ber de BR of the Devils Power upon 
* them, and they themſelves do acknoWleuge as mue H 0B: 
7 .= Condidio e Fiber Ol ANY war % 
I Hor iff: 4 ESS 
chat ate thus nul vl 
| 2 Sreeehlhg and roari : bar Gd — ire 
pil — ſo as fo became” Sprechleſd, and 
uakink, und ding; ahd Win tres Apen the Fie'iarid 
e not be Hort =<2T HP Indy aft Lohe edc Abr ihre 
Months ſertfbtimes mew three Pays "Now their Friends 
* —2— te preceed frem che Bech, 4 $646 dum, 
and Hm Reward if he will ere ken „ Wtne- 
<6 es Caper ion 9 ror die. "Rx, Tliſt of 
4. Cn. Pt. T. 5 4s 1 100 ifa chi i ho 
Aub Paſſages rig be Centered by ſeverel other Authb- 
vie; Partie dee cr Nene -e, 
ipbry Men af Wit weak ng ', 
oak oy ne ef 
earneſt of ra above Nau of N —.— cee. 
e Beings" upon ws Men; for theſe" en 1 
Fom'all Prejudies of he bed. and Having 


2 a Won- 


| A 


Jerfi Fenn lee ben Be Gan 
nemo, comemetn Men are ape to-fancy uin exiſting 
80 Fact, and never can be in any 0 
| ETD — — — . — 21 J Onde 1 
n 7 erte citing, Paſſage Callas 
_ Qrigen,where ha calls he Garin FoHT AR, tells the Rea- 
ithout C nyy. that he repreſents all the: Cbriſtian 
Wonder-Warkers\ as Vagabond, and common CnRATs (p. 
23. Nas if Cegſuss Wards could not poſſibly — rr 
Sens: - This was very Sole hevcer than impoling mol 
on thoſe Readers, who might not underſtand the Greek 
_ DLangndg4oor: net he able trace out the true meaning of 
„ For what ? Does Celſus then uſe that Word preciſely 
1 uniyerſally for a common Cheat, and nothing elſe? Or 
40 other un b e uſly fix that Senſs to it? 
Or des the "Gp: itfelf originally ſignify nothing more? 
Not one off theis,'Fb inggis true, as will be ſeen preſently. 
Gelſup in ſe nan cr wight Poſlages- of his Book or more called 
our Lord himſelf a Goes.” Thus NMenbne yenres, Ap. Orig. e. 


8 . — — FT * 
* P-. 77153. 2. 1 9. p. 4. But di 
by that 1 That Our drag only a common: 


"1 ani No. Far in the very Places. where he 
calls bim 10, he ſpeaks of him as one who did many 
omg grime, but acted in them all. by ſome de- 
 momacd Power affiſting him, juſt as . 
e aſting I 

122 | very; Worlednyl 


e de Avira fea, ax ATNAMEON. TINQN 
a KOT ABS® a oguroueies; bad, EN 
54 2£ © | 1 


7 f Nos vn the L HNO. - ah. * 
Ta OENAMEZI piya οαν, d avrag EQN alroiumy 
evt. Celſ. ap. Orig. I. r. p. What theſe-Powers were 
of the Reyptians, the ſame Celſus explains to us in ſeveral 
other For he ſays, that the Egyptians (that is, the 
Magician among them, as Origen informs us) by inuoting 
certain DRMons, named in their Language, .Chumen, Bin, 
Eru, Cual, Sicut, Namanor, Reianoor, &. could) beal' any 
Parti af — jroopi's out of Order; and not any this, 
but that they alſo did and taught many other ſurpriſing Feats, 
fich as tbe railing wp ibe Souls: of departed Heroes, and 
and riah Enteitainments, though all were nutluing more (than 
downright: Phantoms.” Tor au tears” Ta; und Nh 
Co, Gare Rygpny,", & Xvabgwpenny 3: ar |*%; \Zixebr & Big 3; 
Egg Y Egie g Papanrep x91 \Felav0p," 00m re dh vñ alfa 
Iran: roh 3; d Antares are ii. rd pager To: 
abet. Ta TT19 Tor rar urs (r. dr) Aiyvrrrio- 
eri άνEve dei uorag am dub paar ig e, Y vievg 
ad ar Fwy, Y 1x05 H AνQMs Nufilur, dei T8. oAuTEN; 
% rg % % Tepper % ib rd ur di Jan) cr, %. as 
Cd x 8% anbac} dia, (NAG: mexeh Qailarias vn 
ara. bd; b 8:2 Goh A. . Gps Vo i Eid or eau 
To ſhew you farther, hom much Faith this Anti-Chri- 
Mons, _—_ to obſerve, (beſides what I have produced from 
him before, p. 65, 82, 83.) the following extraordinary Pa- 
ſage. For wwe muſt not ßerlaps diſbelieoue wien Men, 10 
ay thut oer or THE DaMoNs about the. Earth, doating 
on this lower. Part of the World (called Fine by i Philoſo- 
phers) and pinned dæum to Blood: (of Saczifices). and Fumes, 
and mufical Sounds and other Things this Sort, can do no- 
thing higher than juſt cuxx A Bohr, and Foz Terr For- 
TUNES to 2 Man or City, and amy der Things bu drt 
relating to human Affairt, in uubich rhEY AU KNOWING 
AD ABLE.» Xp51ya8 dg d de U A ẽỹ ofiÞeic;] & di 
- Pas, Mr ry f gti AEõ“⁰m To MAEIETON - 


3 | 


1 | Narr un d C ANR 
2 prom ape, aig}, g uc YR 
2 Ahn, vie rotliran; her daffir, KPEITT ON: OVAEN ar- 
NAT AN ror *@EPATIEYEAT — KAT MEAUMOTZ Ax 
Run Anerangt KA noakEl rorinerm, Se 27801 Ter 
gat un ef, Saab) El TO Kal ATNAN- 
TAI. e ee e mw e ee ele ists 

Now with this Key befote us," wetay\ſes/infullibly how 
Ms was a _ (yo) in 's. Eyes; not be- 
only to Wonders vr nmrden hg "like a 

—— —— any uch real Power but becauſe he did 
Ae in Fact, which Cehaut himſelf could not well deny, 
A eſtiy inclined to it, nor tell how to evade, 

but by to ſays Origen, 


g Magic. Accordingly 

CGelfus;not bearing to face, (or, not being abis to look againſt) ebe 
"Powers wwhich- are related e Jeſus, vilißes them often as Po- 
F or magical Explarts,” Hex, Kid . 
cor dy, u Povapugyor © aiehiæ ur ag any a; 7 
| "STNAMEZIN & de, wr Oy — 6 —— Orig 

1. 2. p. 87. So again, Celfus, ſays on the Ap 
| — . — allowing all thoſe Things to 6 "TRUE; —— 
dur itten (in the ) of the Cores, or raiſing the 
DEAD to Lirr, or of aße fo - Loaves feeding 4 Abend, 


cc. and then ell ave believe that THESE 
* ni lee . — y thee (Jeſus) An um- 
dliately ie pus them on 4 Foot with the Works (ref 


) Maolerans. neos nov wvyx b ASHOH 4 — 
1% eien — 2 — nam pg 
Deer w a Arbe 1aturoic 
r 01 — 
aur l j,Id r wg v 1 Ad. 
an p g. As not this Memonſtration, that with Colfus 4 
- Man might be a Gee (Ye) and yet do —— 
ans he chus allow out Lord to do, —— of. Diſeaſes and 
| Maud to Wifes.: Flow chem I would hene, is it 
any of, that che ti, Chriftrans: were repreſented 
-by Crus as conmort” Chents or ampoldom in their Pretonſi- 
kad 3 ons 


cf it to our Lord; and he has alſo ſenorul more: 


* 
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en, becauſe. he terms them 4yras ?\, Law 
indeed, or any one of — R n 
ö — Gece or Demon: | 
a Miracle above natural 
as indeed: he oſten docb, for a mere Coe 
other Writers. uſe. it ſometimes in that and other ſecondary 
and metaphorical Senſes; but Ce/ſus fix d no ſuck: Idea to 
that Word, as tis plain by the Manner of his 


Paſlages 
toſhew'us: plaiply, o that he uſed t no ctherwiſe of the 
Chtiſtians im his time. For in one Place he cxpreſly charges 
tkem with ng 4 certain Magic and (ꝓoſſas Conjuration, 
and in voting certain. Demons by. barharous Names, \Xgapuirc, 
Sc net, MADEIALTINE N. FORTE! Aly. 36 xu e dH Hg 
hos gy tan ri. Ap. Orig. L $.:p.:;301;- In another 

Place, (which by the Way may be obſerved to N 
ſome Light from the former and. its: Context) He 
the -Ghriſtians ſeemed to baue Po-wax by. the Nance — 
InviTATIONS: (ar InvocaTions) of certain DOS. 0 
Ride Audi, dend T Ad M, (or, aaa - 
ubuntu TEXT EIN XPEETIANOTE;- Thids 1; 1. p 7. 
Nom from hence] alone I think;it muſt be viſible enough 
to every Reader that Ciſia inſtead; of denying them, aline- 
Ain Effect ſome extraordinary Powers to. fubfift among the 
Cntiſtians; andi it is viſible! alſo; what. it was that gave Occaſi- 
on ta his Character of NOH.FEE upon —— in that 

ther. r ee by the Free Inquiry. There it is only 
{4;d: by Origen in generals, 0 9 — et, Bur 
— r I. 6. 254. without any 

of tue Word, or any Notice of the Grounds of that Ap- 
pellatiom; ſo that the x of it could not be de- 
termined from that ſingle Place, and required a farther II- 
| diem, from other Paſſages: of Call, ſuch as thoſe we 
oduced from the fame Author. 
all this, . 1: ſhall add/s few Paſtages * other 


an ** 4 


e 


6250 by rege, eiue of Hun in 

 Mpology;, for hiinſelf, particularly againſt». the Charge 

| 2 bad prepared 9 8 
3 eee — — imagine, perv, - 

vas 4 Ge 5 what- 9 


5, 
_ Sada Dor ROO hep Lairle . 
7 Tia Sd ur nas Tis Tore, | Ora, wa- 
ene 20 Davuadgdy ; ri 4 ji Act: "$UZ@ OH 73 
r p rear oi 4 Waves, oor. ' a velit l 
orc Htẽis, div ( Ter Hgax deute, 5.4 50 . d lee 
Eres. . Apollon. * Fhbilgſtrat. I. 8; 1 45 1. 
nent nom and affronting would all this es of. yy 
lanius have appeared to the, Emperor and every N 
if the true and common Signiication . 
only. that of Juggler; or common! Cent? For was ng 
ler or common. Cheat pray to Hereules? And might he not 
play his Tricks without digging Holes in the Ground, or 
dealing with inferna! Deitzes?\ But the Truth was, - that 
| Goes was properly ſomething elſe, as I mentioned before, 
_ 7.64: ai Praſeſſor of magica Waders, who-always acted in 
them With the Ceremonies. and Apparatus here intimated. 
y Euſebius aſlæs the Adverſary to the Chriſtians, 
Whither le euer saw er nÞaRD-of any. GoRTS praffiffng. 
their Beats without ſome:!LypBations und ſatrifcial OrEER- 
e 41d)INVOCATIONS. and PRESENCES of DANN. El 
ven di hai ias iim, Nn iger T5, (ft) die d den & 
aue 1% TOHTAE: 74: @APMAREAE d LION 
OrMarax % "AAIMONQN: Mete 78; &, agu lac TOH- 
TEYONTAE. Euſeb. 9 1. 3. p. 138. The Ekel 
5 us 


—— — — 
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Euſebius ſhews us alſo clearly, that Numbers of the learn- 
ed Heathens did in his time call our Saviour a Sei, who 
yet admitted the ſacret Hiſtory, of his Miracles. Ler ur nom 
days he; apply ourſelves to the ſecond Claſs (of Unbelievers) 
that is, 79; tboſe; who acxnNowLEDGE: 1449 Jeſus to have 


done very ſtrunge Things, but ſay be amuſed bis Specta- 


tors e a mere Art of youea like a common Wonder-worker 
ar Sorcerer, with a Deception of the Bebolders. bite 5 006 
| devregovioiÞos: (ras: dic) + aneh Tre d ir r EY- 
NOMOAOTOTNT NN 4 Toy yet TA IIAPAAOZA Ano 
HKENAl, ronrki4, 0 ANA K Tay eediſos, 6 SAT- 
MATOTPTON ; J GAPMAK EA rind, Javuaowra TI, Wa- 


goiſag. Id. ib. jon 125. Now in ten or a dozen Pages to- 


gether of his anſwer to theſe Ad verſaries, you, may. ſee 
the Word Goes re peated over and over in the Senſe above- 
mentioned; and to ſhew how groundleſs and romantic ſuch 
a Charge was on the Author of our Faith, he inſiſts upon 
it as a Fact that could not be refuted, that not ſo much 
as one true Diſciple of Jeſus bad appeared in ſuch a Number 
| of Years to be a Goes, by all the. Methods. o Torture and 


Inguifition, ſet to work by the Prefects and Emperors from 


time to time, thaugh they mob the moſs r1gorous Searches into 8 
all Practices among the Cbriſtians. oũdels 1 roc r ira FOHE 
ira TS, lets Maire, 14i7% 014 νοννν @bigzs 10 


al xęchuc He,]uᷓ vc Bac ide angie re well nas mou!- 
Lire, Thv c Ceragiy . Id. ib. p. 128. 


In the laſt Place, the very Etymology or Derivation of 7: 


the Word Goes among the Greeks authoriſes our preſent 
Conf ſtruction; of it. The great ; critic Eu/tathius aſſures us 
in his Comment; on Homer, that the Goes had his Name 
from the Greek Verb yea to mourn, i. e. from the n 
mournful Tone or diſmal. Cant in which he always 


formed his magical Charme. on i 78: 1%, ſays he, 2 5 


TOH, g en e inddav lila 55 vos KAT" ESOL IAl- 


ON, agad al 85 Togd qa er 70 8 2 ia ei ooOg Jęn- 


vv oda ges rendyri wihaſi Telos 76 7 OPHNEIN 
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 ERIQLAAL,  Tavrdy igt rd yourde u, 0 3 ro noi. 
Enftath. in Homer. Imad. Z. v. 315- He has the ſame Obſer- 
vation Iliad. Z. v. 373, and there too quotes the ſame = 
Lines Sepkocler in the ſame Form exattly;' which is 
worth our Notice, becauſe it appears by the Way 
from hence, that the preſent Reading of Sqpbocies in his ia 
Hugell. (from which Play J recollect the Lines are taken, 
v. 58 5, 586.) was not the reading eee ue eee, OE 
ug over: en ere vv ne, eee 


ee 0 — * os belles roÞ7 i 


SENT iruò dc go; refdiſi iu. 5 


A W which does not ſuit at all the Remark and Ap- 
| Plication of Euſtanbius, nor expreſs, I think, 1 clearly or 
i — the Poer's true Meaning. 
Thus much then may ſerve to ſhew us elende it was, that 
the Goes had his Name, and what was che tri or 
Signification of it. By Degrees indeed, as many of theſe 
magical Charmers were found out to be mere Cheats — 
Knaves, the Word Goes came at length to be often uſed 
for any formal Cheat or Dehuder” whatſoever, Even an Ora- - 
tor, Who by mere Dint of Rhetoric could lead the Multi- 
tude which Way he pleaſed, had ſometitmes this Appella- 
tion; and accordingly Joly Pollux tells you, that Ex may 
| abuſe 4 Sophift y by calling him a Goes, Kaxi- 
oa d' ay ZoPiow, Aiſov, P08 i. e. Derei ver, defigning, 
beuitabing Fellow. Poll. Onomaſtic. L 4. $ 47. Ed. Anl.. 
However + theſe were only figurative. or metaphorical Uſages 
of the Word, and are nothing to Celſus and many other 
Ancients, who ene 1.42) in it's primi- 
tive Senſe. 
P. 2 (8) Lucian in his — drected to HE 
Friend Celfus (who does not ſeem to me to be the Cel/us 
that wrote againft the Cbriſtians) ſpeaks thus of Epicurus, 
A Man truly Holy, and divine in Nature (or Genius) and 


the only one * * Fol -_— under flood and mme 5 


, 
o 
* 
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2 
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to the World war is right (or becoming us) and became a De- = 
tioerer to all that bave bearkened to bim. Ep i | 
ac abs ings, | Dermeris 75 peu, L abiias ra 4x 
Kaas an, wapadidaxire, x, ary Tv Fu- 8 | | 
ro abr aroma.” 2 * of me TraQ'he,  _ = 
ſtiles a Piece of .— (called his d, da or grand © . 
Principles) the fineft of all Boobs, and laſhes this apt.) ſe- „ 
verely for burning it publicly as he did, having, ſays he,  * mo: 
not Senſe en to know, what good that ſingle Volum, 2 
does 10 all that fiudy it, what — what Compoſure, and —_ 
| Eaſe it produces in them, ridding them of TERROR, and - - 
PHANTOMS, and WonDERSs,. and vain Hopes, and idle De- = 
eres, and i Senſe and Truth, and purging their Noti- = 
ons thoroughly, not (as in the ſolemn Forms ay Luftration) = 
- withthe fulph Torch and the Squill, and. * Sort of Traſh, = 
' but by right Reaſon and Truth, Far free bought and Speech, ; 
1 Tag EHο,t gls oak, ro , r oc, THy GINA = 
„ Ir is ru ayopay pow (Mlexanger ) ixavomy—gs 8 
' vide; 6 dee os, 5 2 aba, ro BE dee Toig Y9ſuxgow ai i. 
Tov Hides, 3 deny euros eigiym, 9 dragaf lan, % aubegiay 1 
vegyagiſas eng ran 4 N MAT NN, 7 TEPAT HN i 
ard, Huridas lala, & "regir|av- d Nr d — = 
% a oh 9 8 nuqalger ws e«AnbGs Tas vale, 4 029; | = 
* TRAM, PY Tais role rag Pavegins; „ NAA Noſw 905. 8 1 
annbiie, % Wagpnoi. Lucian. in Pſeudomant. Tom. 2. p- = 

| 252) 253, 264, 4. Now every Mortal that knows any I 
Thing of the aa Epicurean Syſtem, can ſee immediately, 1 
What Terrurs and Phantoms ane Wonders and vain Hopes theſe bl 
were, which this Admirer of Epicurus thus explodes; fo J 
that nothing need be added in this Place to explain them. i I 
We may only take Notice, that it was from this Sort of W 

_ Philoſophy, he repreſents himſelf in another Tract under 'Y 


the Perſon of Tychiades, as perfect Adamant to all Stories 1 
of Demons, 6c. i. e. incapable of any Inpreſſomt, not i 
only from the © Ting juſtly ridicules, but by Parity of 
—_ — — Thing eee ſuch as * of 9 
Dn 4 any [ I 
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any Kind whatſoever; and he could not even be perſuaded 
but that all human Souls became utterly erinct upon Death, 
What (ſaid Arignatus the Pythagorean to his Friend Eucra- 
e and the other. Sages in the Circle, with him) were you 
* Pbilgſapbiſing upon? For a I came in I heard ſomething of that 
3 Turn. What. ſhould: it be elſe, anſwers Eucrates, but we 
truly trying to perſuade this ADAMANTINE Creature (point- 
ing to Tychiades) to think that there are ſuch Things as Dz- 
MONS,” &C. Ti d ic (Arignotus): ers a)Ajags «QumoroPti- 
763 Mere u yep eic i e. Ti & bAN0, ti 0 EUN@aTyg, 

" #- TOTTONL, TON, AGAMANTINON - EIEOMEN (deiges if) 
zyt Aaipueras: Twas d &. And a little after, So firm- 
tl (ſays Tychiades of Democritus with full Approbation) did 
be believe that Souls were no longer any Thing when once out 
of the Body, Sr Gel, bie MHAEN tio. T AY FTTXA 
ET, gc yeveptras Tay 0 vdr. Luc. \Philopſeud. pi 56, 59. 

Conf. ib. p. 43. 44. Accordingly upon this laſt Principle, 
his Wit carried him on to pity and banter the Chriſtians, 
for expecting Liſe and Immortality in another State after this. 
They poor Creatures, ſays he, perſuade themſelves, that they 
Hall be abſolutely immortal and live for ever. On which Ac- 
count they deſpiſe Death, and the Multitude reſign themſelves 

up to. it voluntarily. Hlertixaci yd airs Of v,, mn 
At 2A % A®@ANATOI ied, % rant; rey cet ved. ag 3 
5 xaTaPgovgr TS JavaTs, % ie auT&; £7710100401v-01, TAR. 
Id. Peregrin. ib. p. 336, 337. Now who can wonder af- 
ter this, to find Lucian incredulous to any Chriſtian Miracles, 
or think it of any great Weight againſt them, if he was ſo? 

P. 28: (ae) It lies upon our Adverſaries to produce ex- 

plicitly from Porpbyry, or Julian, or any other ancient Ene- 
mies to our Religion, a ſingle Paſſage, where they charge 
the primitive Chriſtians with any Cheats or Fugghngs in 

Miracles. If indeed modern, Aſertioms alone would do the 

Buſineſs, the late Free Inquiry would be ample Authority 

for this Fact; but we deſire ſomething more ſatisfactory 
and deciſive, i. e. a little Evidence in Point from ſome 


5 


: poſi- 


. 
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ive Te oftimonies ; ; which I am confident will never come 
to Lide though you hunt up and down for them till 
ä Eyes are weary. I do not recollect, that P 
LY all that remains of him ever once calls the Poke — 
ſo much as TOHT AT; and if he had done ſo, we ſhould 
certainly have very good Reaſons to interpret that Word in 
him, as we did in Ceſſus, that is, not as denying miraculous 
| Fatis' or Powers among the Chriſtians, or declaring them to 
be mere Tricks of Fugglers and common Cheats, but as 
 imputing them merely to Art Magic by Intercourſes with 
evil Demons. For Porphyry, as every one knows that has 
looked into his Writings, had not the leaſt Doubts of ſuch 
magical Operations; and if Ferom may be credited, who 
had read all that ar Tang, publiſhed againſt the Ch -itians, 
this Enemy of our Faith, as well as others, did 'exprefly 
ronounce the Powers of Chriſtians to be Daæmonum Pros 
fligias) Luis of evil Spirits. In morem GENTILIUM 
impiorumque PoRPHYRIT f EunoMn Ba. Præſtigias Dæ- 
monum oe confingas. get adv. V ne ein 4. p. 
286. Epi! 
In ſhort 1 have fo little pech Ben what Perphyry 
either did or could fay againſt our - Brethren on this Head, 
that J heartily with his Book againſt them were now ex- 
tant among us; and if it be ſtill in being, as T/aac Voſ- 
fius affirmed it was to his own Knowledge in the Duke of 
Tuſcany's Library at Florence; I hope among the N umber 
of Scholars, who are riſing every Day more and more in 
thoſe Parts, ſome learned Man or other will ſearch nar- 
rowly for it, and bring it out to the World in a fair Editi- 
on. See F. 79. Ep. 65. ad Nic. Hem. ap. Un 225 
log. Epiſt. Critic. Tom. HI. p. 633. 
"Thus again as to Julian the Roman Emperor, ce 13 
not in all 57 Works one Sentence, that ſo much as inti- 
mates any Frauds among the Chriſtians in the Article before 
us. And to ſhew us in another Inſtance, how trifling it 
is "wy Men profſling 1 themſelves Chriftians to argue _ 


our 
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e from the Wond Goes in ſuch Writ» 
„ Julien exclaims againſt St. Paul bimſelf as the greateſt | 
Gus of all that ever lived, Tor agay/as waiſaxi rut want 
OH TAN 3, aneſeavas dm e r HA TAO. Juan. 
ap. Cyrill. I. 3. p. Too. May we therefore call St. Paul a cmmon 
Cheat and Juggier, or did he appear ſo in the Eyes even of 
Julian himſelf? No. Let all Chriſtians abhor ſuch Language, 
and learn better Things from our old Adverſaries them 
ſelves. For this very Julian molliſies his own. Charge 4. 
terwards, by when he could not deny the mira · 
culous Works of the Apoſtles, that they did them all by a 
ſuperlative Sel] in Magic (T1; lake which from them 
| was handed down to ſucceeding Chriſtians. See — — 
Cyrill. L 10, p. 340. This-was owning in 'Y 
only the Apoſtles, but the Ghriftians after them were really 
poſſeſſed of miraculbus Powers: 

P. 29. (65): This Fherocles was the einig Author of 
hes cruel Perſecution of the Chriſtians under Diocletian, and 
after he had raiſed that Storm againſt them, was ungenerous 
enough to write #200 Books by Way of Libel upon them and 
their Religion, though bearing the ſpecious Title of Phila- 
 detheis. One Part of this precious Work was ſpent in bit- 
ter Invectives againſt the Apoſtles and their N and 
another in extolling the Works of Apollonius of Tyana above 
thoſe of Jeſus Chre =; Lad antius had a School for Oratory 
at Nicumedia in Bithynia, at the very tune when this Perſe- 
cution broke out, and when his Pb Performance of Hhervcles 
came abroad; and therefore it may not be amiſs to ſub- 
join a few. Paragraphs of that fine Latin Writer concerning 
this Affair. Ego cum in Bithynid Oratorias Literas dace- 
rem, contigiſſetque, at codem Tempore Dei Templum ever tere. 
tur, dus extiterunt ibidem, qui jacenti arque atjette Veritati, 


neſcio utrum ſuperbius an-importunius, inſulturent; guurumm al. 


ter Antiſtitem je Philgſepbicæ profitebatur &c..—Alius ¶ i. 
erocles) eandem Materiam mordaciiis ſcripfit, gui erat tum d 


Ne Judicum; * Auttor imprimis Faciendee Perſecu- 


troms 
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tenis furt 3 quo Scelere non contentus, etiam ſeriptis eos, ubs 
offlixerat, inſecutus eft. Compoſutt enim Libelles dubs, non con- 
tra Chriſtianas, ne — inſectari vi deretur, fed ap Chriftianos, 
ut human ac benigne conſulere putaretur. In quibus ita fal- 
fitatem Scripture ſacræ arguere conatus eſt, tanquam fibi tota 
effet contraria &c.—— Praciput tamen PAULUM PETRUMque 
laceravit, cœteroſque Difcipules, tanquam Fallaciæ Semina- 
tores——Tpſum autem Chriflum affirmavit, d fudæis fuga- 
tum, collectd noningentorum Ham num Manu, Latrocinia fe- 
ciſſe. em cum Facta ejus MIR ABILIA agftrueret, nec 
tamen NEGARET, voluit oftendere APOLLONIUM vel Paria vel 
etiam majora feciſſe. Lactant. Inſtit. 1. v. c. 2, 3. 
No Euſebius of Cæſarta, who in the very fame Times 
drew up ſhort Animadverſions, for a private Friend's Satis- 
faction, upon the Work abovementioned in Relation to 
Apollontus, has preſerved to us the very Words of this 
Adverſary i in ſeveral Paſſages, and among others the follow- 
ing, without Diſguiſe, Te en 78 Thos HETPOL KAI Ar- 
AOL % TIVES rd rav ade. xERGuTaTty, dy YETZ- 
TAI yy enaideuru Y TOHT EZ. Hierocl. ap Euſeb. p. 430. "Y 
Inter Oper. Faller Ed. Lipſ. Conf. p. 428. 

I am — well aware, r ok by the Account of ſome 
learned Men our Hierucles was neither ſo antient as 1 have 
made him, nor was Euſebius of Cæſarea (the great Hiſto- 
rian and Philologiſt) the real Author of the Piece againſt 
Hieracles abovecited. But the Notion of thoſe Crities was 
grounded wholly on a very groſs, though excuſable, Er- 
ror, For they imagined this Hierocles was the Man, who 
wrote the Comment on the Pythagorean Golden Verſes, and 
other Tracts upon Fate and Providence; and as it was in- 
diſputable that this latter Hrerocles lived towards the Mid- 

dle of the Sth Century, it followed of Courſe, that all 
who confounded this Hieroclos with the former, could ne- 
ver believe that Euſebius of Caſarèas writ any Thing againſt 
Bim, fince he died a unbole ok before that Author flou- 
riſhed. Thus argued no leſs a than the very learned 


Fonſus 
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Jonſius in his famous Hiſtoria Phileſophica, I. 3. c. 18. And 

3 he has been followed in it by others of leſs Note upon the 

f . very ſame Principle. But the Occaſion of all this Error 
; and Difficulty was, that till the Decline of the laſt Cen- 
tury, na clear Account could be found among the antient 

Writers of a Hierocles ſo early as Diocletian, that was an 

Aathor at the ſame time. Yalefius indeed had given No- 

tice from the Greek Martyrologies of a Hierocles, a Prefect 

of Egypt, in theſe Days, and from hence had . gurſſed this 

"Mo muſt be the Man, whom our Euſebius had cenſured (An- 

| not. in Euſeb. de; Martyr. Palæſtin. c. 5.) Others had diſco- 

vered that Epiphanius mentioned ſuch a Hierocles (Heæreſ. 

LxyIII. c. I.) from whence our learned Bp. Pearſon was 

leds to join in Opinion with Valgſius; (Pear ſon. Prolegom. 

IN in Hierocl. Commentar. Sect. 7, 8.) But ſtill it did not 

appear from Epiphanius or the Greek Martyrologies, that 

the Hierocles they mentioned ever wrote a Tittle on any Sub- 

. ject; and of the other Side Lactantius had not named in his 

' Tnflitutions, who it was that publiſhed the two Books againſt 

the Chriſtians, which he ſpeaks of in the Paſſage. abovecited. 

So that we muſt own here was Room enough left thus 

far to, Queries and Altercations upon this Point. But at 

length, when Baluzius from a MS. in the Colbertine Li- 

brary publiſhed Lactantius or Tucius Cecilius de Mortibus 

Perſecutorum, that I think was: ſufficient to determine this 
Matter at once. Becauſe this laſt Writer informs us ex- 

preſly, that a Hierocles, who from being a Vicarius or infe- 

tior Judge became a Preſident at laſt” of Bitlynin, was the 

chief Adviſer and Author of the Perſecution under Drocle- 
tian, the very Character which is given by Lacfantius above 

to the virulent Writer againſt the Chriſtians; and neither 

= | of theſe Latin Authors could eafily miſtake; | becauſe 
„ they both lived evidently at the fame Time with Hiero- 


1 7 cles, and knew him perfectly well: 80 that now,. as we 
: can prove thus manifeſtly, that ſuch a Hzeroches was in Fact 
a ſevere; Libeller of the Chriſtians, and wrote of Apollonius 
j £ \ | i | : 15 in 
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in the very Manner, that Hierocles does in our | Euſebius, 
there does not ſeem. the leaſt Reaſon to queſtion; but that 
the Hierocles of Euſebius was the Hierocles of Lattantius, 
and the Euſebius his Cenſurer no other than Euſebius of Cæ- 
| farea, For as to the Style in this Piece againſt Hierocles, 

it is perfectly agreeable to that of our Euſebius; and the 
learned Critic Photius,” who happens to take notice of this 
'Tract, gives no Hint of any other Perſon being the Author of 
he 4 the Euſebius abovementioned (See Phot. Biblioth. 
: ) | 
As 2 the Words of the Author ( De Martib. Perſecut,) 

whom I take to be a different Man from La&antius 
though contemporary with him, they are as follows with re- 
ſpect to the Point before us, and are addreſſed to one Dona- 
tus, a Friend of his, who had nine Times ſuffered horrid 
Tortures for his Faith under the Emperor Diocibtian. Cum 
incidiſſes in Faccinum Præfectum, non puſillum Homicidam, 
deinde in HIERRO CLEM ex Vicario PRASIDEM, QUI AUCTOR 
er Conſiliarius ad faci endam Perſecutionem fuit, poſtremd in 
Priſcillianum Succeſſorem. ejus, Documentum ommous invitte 
Fortitudinis præbuiſti. Novies enim Tormentis Cruciatibuſque 
variis ſubjectus, novies advenſarium glorioſa Confeſſione viciſti. 
Ladant, ſive Lucius Cecilius. De Mort. Perſecut. c. 1 6. Ed. 

Nourr. 1710. This Edition by Le Nourry of that curious 
Piece I would particularly recommend to the Reader, be- 
cauſe; it was formed on a ſecond very accurate. Collation 
of the Calbertine MS and gives a Specimen of the Cha- 
racter of the Manuſcript itſelf, and i is illuſtrated with large 
critical Diſſertations. 

P. 30. (ec Fliny repreſents too great a Niger of fiich 
,  Deferters. from the Chriſtians, in the Paſſages which I have 
cited above, p. 55. Others are mentioned by the Church of 
Lyons under Marcus Antoninus, in their Epiſt. ap. Euſeb. 
Hiſt, Eccl. I. 5. c. 2. Origen drops a Hint of ſome few in 
his Time. Cont. Celſ. I. B. p. 466. -- Cyprian and Diony- 
us of Alexandria ſpeak. with Grief of others under Decius 


Aboſlacy from Chrijt, the Notion being grounded on no good 
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ap. Euſeb. Hiſt: 1. 6. p. 305, 306. Ed. Cant. Gypriau. De - 
Lags. Nay Lucian himſelf is declared peremptorily by 
& late Writer of no ſmall e | Fw 3 a real 
e from Chriſtianity, and ever after it's hitter Enemy. 
Fr ers of Free iuquir. p. 38.) Enemy he was er upto. 
Doubt to Chriſtianity, and as Bitter as poſſible ; and there- 
fore it is ſomething pretty ſtrange, that a Diuine, who could 
give him this Character, ſhould yet lay ſo much Streſs as he 
did upen Lucian's Ridicule of the Chriſtiaus. But I would 
not proceed againſt Lucian himſelf beyond the Bounds of 
 Ecuth; and therefore, notwithſtanding the Free Inquirer's 
Authority for it, I will not charge that looſe Satyriſt with 


Evidence, and univerſally rejected many Years by all the beſt 
| Critics. M. Bourdelet treats the Story with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt in. theſe Words, Qui: Mendaciis fuis inuicem credunt, 
Chriftianum- fuiſſe arbitrantur, Suppaſititiorum Pravitate de- 


| N cepti : They, ſays he, be believe any idle Stories from one to 


another, ſuppoſe he had been a Cbriſtian, being deceived by 
the Baal, . ſpurious Mritings. Baud. Vit. Lane 
Fahricius agrees. in Opinion with him (Bibl. Gr. Tom. 3. p. 
484.) and many others whom I need not mention, that are 
to be ſeen all together in the late copious. Collections of 
Author. Lucian. Oper. Tom. 1. Proleg. P · 43, 53. Fl 55 655 
40. 1743. So that we may obſerve from this and many 
other n that Free Inguirers are not always the moſt 
exact, and can be occafionally as creduluus and ſubject to vul- 
gar Errors as any Bigots in the Univerſe. 
P. 31. (dd) It is in Truth a fad Picture, which .Eu/ebrus 
gives us of ſome Renegado Chriſtians, even among the Cler- 
in his own Times under Diacletian, making an utter 
Shipwreck of their Fuitb and Saluatian, and ſwallowed up 
irrecouerably by the Waves and Sturms of that tempeſluous 
Seaſon, To tis drα Tg cafngiac verauaſniruey avry re 15 
dan rale rd xAidhves ireampwPelcr Bufoy, Hiſt, Eccl. I. 8. 


C. 2. 
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c. 2. Conf. c. 1. He ſaw with his own Eyes the ſatred Voimes 


of the Scriptures burning in the Market-plates of ſeveral Ci- 


ties (ibid; And thoſe- Chriſtians who were tetrified into 


Flames, were branded by the true Churches of Chriſt with' 
the Name of Trait, 'Traytors. See Aufi cont. Eret- 
eon. I. 31 & 2. Optat. cont. Donat. I. 1. c. 14. Ed Die 
Pin. Monument. Veter. ibid. p. 261==274. 

Bid. (ee) Socrates the Hiſtorian' gives the loving As 
edunt of Ecebolius. 0 cuisine ix ZoDigh; EA 
65 Toig Ihen 7 Barikewy ir ouiy@-, b 1¹¹⁰ KONET ANTE 
O drug XPISTTANEZEIN TIIEKPINATO, t##}.9#TOT- 
AANOT yogye; ENAHNiPaie. Hiſt. I. 3. c. 13. Ed. Cant. 
To the ſame Man it was, that the 10h and 434 Epi 
of lian were directed. Vid. Oper: Julian. Ed: Lipf. 
FB. 72 (ff) See Euciums Pſeudomantss, where one 

is very obſervible, | that Alexajider the Impoſtor whehey 
he was ſhewing his Wonders” to the Maltitude; or uttering 
his Oraztes; to be thought ſome Divinity lixe Apollo or Aſcu⸗ 
lapius, is repreſented as much afraid of the Gaga, and 
therefore by his Cryer he ordered chem as well as the Epicu- 
an to be gone. El Ti; beo, 1 XPIETIANOSE, 75 Enits 6e. 
zue rr TY) OPIIAON Orbytrw, If any Atheiſt, or 
CHRISTIAN, or Epicureatt comes a Spy upon the Myſteries, 
let him be” gone immediately. And again a little after, Out 
265th CHRTSTTANS, ou?" with the Eprcureans, ” EC XPIETI A- 
NOT, #zw Eriungtisg. Pfſeudomant. p. 244, 245. Tom. 2. 
4to. A plain Proof by the Way from Lucian himſelf, that 
the Chriſtians were not quite fo creuulnus, nor fo eifily im- 


poſed-upon,” nor yet ſo infignificant, as the ſame arch Writer | 


affects to repreſent them in other Places. Nay he tells us 


too, that this Alexander * when he found his Tricks were a 
| blown up and down in the Country, would cry out in 
heavy Complaints, that Pontus, the Scene of his Exploits, 


was Je of —— and me IANS, AE” gente LEA 
"x" abri; 


and delivered up their Bibles to the 


les 
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ara, Ny, abi. if f, % XPIETIANON Ty | ev 
rer. Ibid... p. 232. ASAT wat 5 
As to Peregrinus the Philoſopher, ſee Tom. 111. p. 32 5, 
&c. Some have entertained a ridiculous Notion, that Lu- 
cian meant our Saviour by Peregrinus, taking the Word 
not for a proper Name but an Adjective, ſignifying, the 
Foreigner. But nothing can be plainer, than that Lucian 
draws the Character of a Cynic in thoſe Times, whoſe real 
Name was Peregrinus, and who is mentioned, in a differ- 
ent Stile, with particular Marks of Regard, by A. Gellius. 
Noct. Attic. I. 8. c. 3. 1. 12. c. 11.) and Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus (Hiſtor. 1. 29. c. 2. Ed. Gronov.) So that Lucian 
may be juſtly ſuſpected of ſome Partialities and invidious 
Colourings A him, and not the leſs for Peregrinus's In- 
clinations to the Chriſtians. . 
Bid. (gg). Having forg d, ſays Euſebius, Memoirs of Pi- 
Tate and our Sauiour, full of all Kind of Calumny againſt 
Chriſt, they by Order of their Chief (Maximine) diſperſe them 
into all Parts of his Dominions, directing (at the ſame Time). 
Letter, that in every Place in City and Country, theſe. 
Memoirs ſbould be ſet forth to the public View of all Perſons, and. 
that even School- Maſters ſhould deliver them to the Children 
under them, Lo conn Oer and get by Heart inſtead Ferber 
 Lefſons. . naar“. r NAA % rd Teig. 1par THOM-: 
NHMATA, alen rata xdla TS Xei5s BAaoQnuins, 2 
10 
WO 


78, Meilov@» ini macoy d ¾̈HMã Tiv u ao agi 
] wagν unte, ij a Favre Temroy dy T's | 
Atig (f. ayes re & ToAtws) e £xOave: Tara Tos Tac ehivait 
reis rt "Wain 15g yEuppalolidacxanss ati pabyparuy TATA. - 
peArrGy x, di pripms ality πντο ;. J. Hit 1. 9. 
%% C—UU—U— U G44 5 2 
Now in theſe infamous Ads or Memoirs of Pilate the 


* 


Paſſion of our Saviour under Pilate was placed in the 
fourth Conſulſhip of Tiberius, and the ſeuenth Year of his 
Reign, that is, five Years before Pilate was made Governor 
of Judea; for Foſephus aſſures us that Pilate was not ſent 

. _ | I's | . | er 
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thither till the ?elftßh Year of that Prince. Antiq. l. 18. 
c. 3. This Euſebius alſo takes Ar Notice of in another 
Place. Hiſt. Eccl. l. 1. c. 9. 

P. 36. (bb) This will appear from the Te efmonits ſuc- 
ceflively of Tatien, Theophilus, Tertullian, Minutius Felix, 
Cyprian, Dionyfius of Alexandria, Arnobius, Lattantius, 
Euſebius, and Julius Firmicus, all Men of a liberal Educati- 
on, good Genius, and Letters, beſides ſeveral others not 
extant to our Times See alſo; above p- 54, 96, 97, 99, 
JOI=——IO5, 


P. 37. (ii) (h 7 Theſe Articles from the Nature' 

them muſt be reſerved for a ſubſequent Piece; being too 
extenſive and copious for Notes, and ſufficient to fill out 
many ſheets, in the Manner that I have ane them 
for the Preſs. 5 | 

P. 38. (am) Many a future Age, unleſs che World's 
Dun ſhould be as ſhort as Mr. V huſton has calculated; 
will think itſelf no doubt as much wiſer than the /af and 
Preſent, as much deeper in Reaſoning, Philoſophy, ind Eru- 
dition of every Kind, as the preſent thinks itſelf nc beyond 
any of the Primitive. And then we may eaſily fancy at 
ſome Bayles or Baſnages or Le Clerc's of thoſe Times would 
criticiſe as freely and ſharply upon the learned of the 17th 
and 18th Centuries, as ſome in' theſe two Centuries have 
done upon the ſecond, and third, and fourth. Accordingly 
theſe Cenſors, to prevent an immoderate Opinion in their 
Days of this Age and' the preceding, would be buſy in hunt- 
ing up and down among the Writers we admire for ſome 
caſual Errors and Defects, and then as ſoon as they have 
gleaned them up diligently in proper Quantities for the 
Public, they would courteoufly detail them out in lively 
Colours to common Readers, as the Marks, by which thoſe, 
who can ſee nothing more of ſuch Things than is thus 
laid before them in Bits and Scraps, might form at once a. 
| determinate Judgment of * aur Wolle which to them 
would lng Antients. 


1 | ; E Methinks 
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Mlcethinks I ſee one of theſe, hypercritical Gentlemen Hard 
at Work in this Way, and ſome Touches of the Strain in 
which, like that which has been uſed concerning the primitive 
Chriſtians, he would talk of the Writers within a Century 
before us, There did flouriſſi indeed in thoſe Days many 
& Authors of conſiderahle Learning and Ability for rhein 
e Time, w who were juſtly intituled to high Encomiums from 
10 25150 e in which they lived, and may deſerve even nom a 
good Degree of aur Study and: Regard; But we muſt 
a; 55 be carried away too far with vulgar Fręjudices in 
<. their! Favour, and imagine them compurable in Strifineſs. 
ee to the beſt Writers of our own Age; in Reaſoning, Dit 
<< cernment, Erudition and Accuracy. Theycould not! 
t {eſs theſe Talents in that high Degree, that We enjoy, for 
« Want of many Lights and Improvements in our Days; 
ce. and iudeed they have left in their Works ſuch) Evidentes 


of their groſs Defects in Point of j 


that we had need take care of being often miſled by their 
« HWeakneſſes; and ſhould rate their Abilities not by any Ap- 
_ © plauſes of their Contemporaries, but by what we ſee in 
« their Mritings, and by our own ſuperiour Advances in 
« true Logic and Literature. Vou may judge in ſhort”! of 
4 their real Accomplithments by a few: eminent ur 
e from their o.wn Books. 
„ WALIIS (Dr. John): Savilian profeller: of Aftronomyrat 
te Oxford could not believe that the: Mon had any Rotation 
e about its Axis, becarfe it always ſhewys the ſame Face to us. 
ee Wallis, De Aſtu Maris. Whereas for this very Reaſon, it 
« jg. demonſtrable that it has ſuch a Rotation about its Axis, 
te as the Learned ſincet his Time have proved beyond all 
<« Difpute.: This ſhews: hon littbe Progrefs-that*Profefſor: 
«© had made in this Science, een mee! extolled 
e by his Contemporaries. 
_ © NewTon((Sir Iſaac) bete eminent Proſeſtbor, den 
« bridge, thought he had found out very plainlhy aveobnirah- 
ue be cored of the Heavens * the Phaactans ſo early as the 
I © Days 
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Pays of Ulyſes. Whereas this a/tronomical Sphere was really 
« nothing more than a Sort of Tennis-ball, with which in a 
e certain Dance the Daughter of Alcinous and her Maids of 
te. Honour uſed" to play very earneſtly in thoſe Days. The 
Profeſſors Words are, © The People of Corcyra attributed 
** the Invention of the ; randy of the Heavens to Naufican, 
Daughter of Alc;nous; King of the Pheaces in that Iſland; 
and it's moſt probable, ſays he, that ſhe had it from the 
% Argonauts, who: in their Return Home: failed to that 
Aland, and made ſome Stay there with her Father. News 
I for; ce p, 86; 419. Now doe this anne din 
te covery he refers us to Suidas's Lexicon upon the Word 
« Anagallis, where that Author ſays, Anagallis, a Female 
ec Grammarian of Corcyra, who @ſcribes' the Invention of the 
© Sphere to Nauſicaa Daughter of Alcinnus. Avayanaig' N Keg- 
& xtgaiey Toapppd|ey, 1TH Tir THE EOAIPAE egeriy Naudixcia 
«THF; AAN“ Gννν¾⅛¾ dα ine ˙i But vou muſt know, this 
% Paſſage was taken by Suidas (which the Profeſſor did not 
e obſerve) verbatim almoſt from Atbenæus, who will preſent- 
ce by enable us to ſee clearly the whole Myſtery of this Af- 
ce fair. The Dances in Homer, ſays Athencus, are ſome in te 
« diving Way, and ſome with a Ball; the Invention of. which 
« (latter) Agallis (or, Anagallis) the Corcyrion Grammarian 
c attributes to Nauſicaa, in Favour to her Country-Woman, but 
© DIiCAARCHUS gives it to the SICYONIANS, and Hippasus 
« fo the SPARTANS, No] NAUSICAA 1s the only one of the 
&« Heroines, that HOMER introduces as dancing in this Manner. 
ov, N dig Wag Ouips h Tere Fwy KTBIET HPON, al 3% 
ec J T AIPAZ, HZ uv ebe "ATAAAIE ( or, Avayanns) 1 
© Kegxuparc Taff Nauoizaa ayd/ilygi, ws cri vag 
3 POL Areiaexgos 9 Tuevcoyioig, "ITaoo; de Aane d Hb icex. 
% Tauryy d h- Tov Howidav Ofungeg cg ZÞAIPIZOY= 


« KAN. Athen. I. 1. c. 12. p. 14. In the laſt Sentence Ab- 


e næus alludes plainly, to the following Lines of Humer Od. 
. 4 'Z, V0 190,;1013- 115-7 2 © 


Toa 


. | 4 
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ALP Tai 7 & rade, amo idee Bandra, 
© Tyo1 N Nac, Awxanu@- Iv ponmns* 
E®AIPAN tr egpnþe luer @&pPITIAY bννE . 


WP: From theſe Lines, as Euftathlus informs us Euftath. Com- 
* ment. in /oc.) Sophocles afterwards laid the Plan of a Play 
* called (0Avrwa.) the Waſhers, in which Nauſicaa was intro- 
« duced with Fas Maids in the Homerical Attitude both of 
<* waſhing their own Cloaths at a running Stream (as Homer 
1 repreſents them) and likewiſe of playing and dancing with 
* the | Sphere or Ball, to the great Entertainment of the 
Ailbenians. 
<« Such therefore and no other was the Sphere of this Lady; ; 
% not a Sphere of the Heavens received from the Argonauts, 
but a mere Play-thingof a more ſimple Nature, deriv'd from 
the old Games or Exerciſes among her Country- Women. 
* WiIILEk INS (John) eſteemed a marvellous Genius in his 

„Time; one Effay of which was to ſhew us the Way to 
s the Moon, by contriving mechanically how a Man might 
equip himſelf effectually for taking ſuch a Voyage or a 
0 ſober Journey thither through the Air, whenever he 
ee pleaſed. Wilkins. New World. Prop. 1 
Lock (John) was ſo great a Maſter of Reaſon, as 
* to think that a Man drunk is not anſwerable in Strifineſs, 
* nor puniſhable afterwards when ſober, for what Miſchief he 
* did unwittingly in his Cups. Becauſe the Man drunk, and 
the Man ſober is not the ſame Perſon ; no more than Titius 
« awake is the ſame Perſon with Tititis walking in his Sleep, 
„ and doing other Things in it, or is anſwerable at all in 

« Strictneſs for what Miſchief the latter TI might do in 

his Sleep. Human Laws indeed may Been ef both, but 


50 


e 


3 of Lock. Identit. & Diverſ ſect. 22. Theſe two Cases are 
e no doubt exactly n and decided with the utmoſt 
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-> *WooLAsToN(William) had ſo accurate a Notion of moral 
_*-GoodandEvil, that his only infallible Criterion of it was 
* the abſolute Truth of Things; that is, every Thing is to be 
treated as what it is, and to treat every Thing thus is by 
his Rule oral Good; and of the other Side if you treat any 
Thing as What it is not, this becomes moral Evil; Thus, 
s ſays he, as to a uſeful drinking Glaſi, to treat it accord. 
* ingly; is indeed to drink out of it, and to break it defigned- 
„ Jyis to do What is wrong, i. e. It is to treat it as What 
it is not, andi ſo is morally Evil, though: indeed the morul 
Euil may be euaneſcent. Relig. of Nat. p. m. 30, 31. 8 
* OcrAvtus Fal cox ERIUs, a celebrated Antiquary of 
<« theſe antient Times, was perſuaded he had found the 
Patriarch Naab, expreſſedi by Name on a Coin of Phi- 
ippus the Roman Emperor in the third Century; becauſe 
.<; on. the: Reverſe the three Greek Letters dE were im- 
e pteſſed in the Middle of a Sort of Ark upon Waters; 
% which Circumſtance with two or three others convinc- 
e ed this good Man at once of the Fact, and he drew af- 
tor him many learned Men into the ſame; Opinion. But 
this Moe we ate now ſure was nothing elſe but the three 
t Jaft Letters of the Word AA νν,jmx, placed there for 
ce Want of Room in the Margin, and deſigned tò be read 
cc backwards. And as ANAMEQN appears alſo at the Bot- 
t tom, the Coin was to expreſs the joint Honours to Pbi- 
*,; lippus/of the Apamians; and Alerandrians of Troas, As 
c to the Reaſon or | Occaſion of the An in the Coin with 
r ſuch Circumſtances as J hinted, that may be eaſily. ſolv- 
ed from a particular Name of this Apamea, which was 
„ (A, the Ar, a Name which ſerved to diſtinguiſh it 
from ſeveral other Apameas in that Part of the World; and 
e moſt probably indeed it might have ſome Reference to the 
% old Story of the Flood. (See Octau. Falconer., de Nummo 
« Apamenſ. P. 226, 227. 251, 255, 4% Le Moyne, Pro- 
< legom. in Var: Sacr. p. 104, 105. Zern. Biblioth, Anti- 
* quar. Tom. 1.) 5 | a 
„ 164 f 8 6 E oy SPANHEIM 
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enn {Ezechiel) another eminent Antiquꝛry of 
< the ſame Days, 'took a Coin, which Was rhally one 


% Hi Pyrilia, for a Coin of Duid the Latin Poet. And 


% NO A /Humgrus too, who was reckoned at the ſame 
% Time a'C#tic of the firſt Rank, e 
«ger all to eſcape this ridiculous Error ae Man. de 

| by Numm. Nullinn.) en - 
* Saurance(Clandius). reputed a Prodigy of RENE 
and the Prince of Critics, was anpoſed upon egregi- 


e duſſiy by u ſpurious Piece:in Lain, iaferibed to 7 


the Appeurantes of the 


< the Aſtronomer, Concerning 
e Stays, In C vence of which he 1] ad Abundance 
* Of Errors in his famous Exercitutions oi i(See. — 
* Vranolop, & Auctar. De Dorin. Temp. Diſſ. vii. Fa- 
git. Bibl. Gr. Tum. g. Þ. 519, 420.) The dame Man, 
0 (who never {þ wre for ſuch Mea 70 -. 
* deived tmplicitdly'as gemine Originals ſome Latin Epifples, 
* ©* beating! the 88 and Victvr in- the 
8 Century; tho in 1 are manifeſtly Spurions,as 
sc all- wow AEknwwle baer not one antient Feltimony of 


e hy Cotiſeque endithem, ra ad 
. e 8 Ne 
* Veserbs (lis 3 Wen aicomatiBmkaniac m 
-* The fame 6, "was blind, like this Father, as to ſec rw. 
8 2 Ne a in A ene [Exftory f the  Sepeuagrnt Vorſion, 
" * and "wrote ſeveral Treatiſes to maintain its. Authority, 
” "with ret Oenhdence and the mmeſt Diſdain of call Op- 
-<potiehts; and yetthat' Hiſtory das been iner runnevfally 


almoſt 'exploticdis a a mefe Romane, and the Fiction of 


0 „ene Alexandria The ſame Author confoundet! 

thor a Chaltee Paraphiaſt hraſt vn che Law, with'Jomnthon 
A Peraphraſt en the Frupbers, thaugh ſche fur mer nya 
e "eatefully oiftitipbiſhed-Trom the datter (by>the cd lews 
themſelves, and Irrel, er cm hundred ren xt 


ea. bi A "Dil, 4e lin dhterprt 905 
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Mir, e i 0 


“ Rank in the Republick of Letters at that time,” had no 
te more Diſcernment, than to take à modern Tranſlation i in 


4 Greek by Gothifred of a Latin Geographical Piece, called 
"2M NG Mundi, for the oviginal Cree of the old Author ; | 


« and took great Pains in givin g. critical Emendations upon 
it, as if he was all che” monding the corrupted 
© Text of a true antient Greek. (Jacob. Palmer, Exereitat. 


* in Auctor. Veter. p. 283. Conf. Jacob. Gronov. Pro- 8 


es legom. ad Geograph, Vetetes. 
4 VArEs tus (Henricus) and Voawnevs (Jacobus) received 
the higheſt Encomiums of their Co ries, and 


« yet were miſerably duped by a ſpurious: Latin Trac, 


called the Ads of Pionius; in which, Pionius and his 


< Companions Corpus and Papylus &c. are repreſented as 


« ſuffering Martyrdom under Decius in the Middle of the 
« third Century; whereas in truth they all ſuffered fourſeore 
Fears before in the Century preceding, under Marcus An-. 


toninus. Euſebius in his Hiſtory had pointed out plainly the 
” wh... Date and Reign in which thoſe Things happened; but 
us and Uſerius were ſo far wrapt up in the ſpurious 
ee as not to hearken to Baff, but 
* MF. that Hiſtorian as quite wrong in his reckonin 
e and indefenſible ; though by the ſame Rule they fhoul 
* have cenſured him for 1 — Polycarp's Death in the 
* frond Orntary; finee theſe fame Af of Pimius had 
* fairly broug Pe e Pohc year alſo to er Century 
„ and martyred him likewiſe under Deus (See Valtl. ad 


e Fut. Hiſt. 14.4. e. 16. Mer. in pony Act. p. 62, 


« 65, 4to, Conf. Pearſon, Oper, Pofthim. P. 302—30b, 


« But 

Never, I believe, was there a grofſer Impoſition upon 
« the learned World, than formerly by a Norel in the old 
French Language in ten Books, containing the Amours 


«of * and Charide, pa and _— It 


* was 
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© PArMERIVS (Jacobus) a Man ef Quality, and no leſs 


», W * 4 
ts 2 | 4 
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vas pretended by Fumæis the Tranſlator to be a literal 
| 5 Verſion from a Greet Text in Manuſcript of Athenago- 
15 ras, that Athenian Philoſopher, who wrote afterwards 
* for, Chriſtianity ;. nay Fumcus is ſo particular, as to tell 
the World gravely, that he had, the original I ext in MS; 
2 . from Lamant a Secretary of Cardinal Arminiac, well known 
to Men of Letters (See Pref, Ed. i 599, Par.) Accordingly | 
1 , this Story paſſed off very current, and in a little time, 
as the Work was really ingenious, erudite, and extremely 
entertaining, it was mightily admired eyery where as a 
Lie Remnant of ee, In this Form it was received 
0 e and commended even by the celebrated BocuarT (Geo- 
10 graph. Sac.) himſelf, 1 .MaresIvs, . BLONDELL, 
© and many other learned Men of high Character; ſome 
« aſcribing it directly to Athenagoras, as M. Fumde had 
prompted them, and others to ſome elegant old Sophift at 
40 leaſt, if not to the Athenian Philoſopher. This was really 
<< amazing; becauſe, as ſharper Eyes plainly diſcovered after- 
„% wards, the Book has moſt palpable Marks of F orgery in 
« it, which one would think Men of real Learning and N 
« Acumen. could not well avoid ſeeing. It refers for in- 
« ſtance clearly to à Story in Herodotus about the Tyrant Pe- 
5 rianden; but not as it is told by Herodotus himſelf, but 
Wal: ſtands ina certain French Tranſlation of that Au- 
<<, thor, publiſhed A. D. 1566. So that from hence alone, 
* without more ado, it appears that this Antient .Athenago- 


c ras wrote his Tale affer our Q. Mary's Days. Not to men- 


Fe tion, that he talks alſo, in Hints of, Chymical , Proceſſes, 
* * and the Mariner's. Compaſs, : and Devaſtgtions of Greece, 

« and twenty other Thin gs, Which no true  Atbenagoras nor 
old Sophift* could poffibiy think of. (See Fabric. Bib. 


2 . nk 55 p. oh ec 1 . ne 5 ” 
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S Farmer Theories on. theſe Points, and correcting little leſs 
e than fifty wrong Notions and weak Argumentations ,in 
© GROTIUS. But he too proved a ſlippery Guide and fal. 
« Jacious Reaſoner in as many Inſtances almoſt as Grotius 
© before him, and this has — ſufficiently detected by the 
% ſubſequent Animadverters or Comments upon him. (See 
7 Barbeyrac, Thomaſius, Otto, - Heineccius, &c.) 
. © GRonovivs (John Frederic) Vir Summus, et Maximus, 
« if ygu credit the Titles that were given him by the Flatter- 
ers of his Time. But you need only read his fad Notes 
4 on Grotius (De Jur. Bell. et Pac.) to know the Size 
4 of his Faculties; for you find him in almoſt every Page 
t full of boyiſh Conceptions and trifling Obſervations, play- 
ing only on the Surface of Things, and treating no 
te one Point with the leaſt Solidity or Preciſion, 
% BAYLE (Peter) Author of a famous Critical and Hi- 
2 frorical. Dictionary, comprehending indeed a great Vari- 
& ety of Matter, and dazzling you with a glaring Ap- 
F. pearance of diffuſive Reading and Erudition. But who- 
< © ever depends implicitly on his Collections and Gloſſes, is 
« ſure of being groſly miſled in almoſt every Article. For 
te no Man perhaps of ſuch Genius and Character ever 
te truſted ſo much as Bayle to ſecond-hand Accounts and 
© Quotations; by which means his Relations are often 
e wretchedly inaccurate and deſpicable, Thus he tells you 
* of Averroes from Champerius, that he was a bitter Ene- 
cc my of Avicenna, and for this Reaſon avoids ever naming 
10 him. Whereas in Fact Averroes often mentions; Avicen- 
* a, in his Treatiſe of Phyjic, intituled Colliger, and likewiſe 
in his metaphyſical Diſputations; and even wrote profeſſed- 
« ly a Comment on that Author's Cantica. And as to the 
« bitter Enmity of this Averroes to Avicenna, you may 
«* judge of that Report by one Circumſtance, Averroes in 
e his Comment on the Cantica of Auicenna, pronounced 
8 actually that Treatiſe to 5 one of the bt Introducti- 
4 | = 4 ODS 
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<5: one to Plyße, that ever appeared; and to ſhew his Can⸗ 
«5. dour the better, when Auiconna ſeems even to lay down 
ec ſome wrong Poſitions, the other ſtudiouſly explains in 
* * what Senſe they ſhould be underſtood; fo as to be con- 
« fiſtent with Truth. 80 again. The ſame .Bay/e recites 
62 «five Paſquier, that Auerroes would bleed his own Son 
<« at fix Years old, whereas Auerroes himſelf informs us, 
„ that it was Avenzoar who uſed this Practice in the Caſe 
of his own Son. | Laſtly, Bayle would make you, be- 
© lieve from Rapin, that Averroes maintained the Mortality 
<« of the human Soul, and conſequentially denied any future 
« Rewards and Puniſhments; whereas Averroes himſelf aſ- 
< ſerts expreſly in one of his Diſſertations, that the Sol is 
t not material, and in another as explicitly, that it is immvr- 
« gal. Such Blunders do theſe Compilers of Hiſtory com- 
mit, by taking Things on Truſt, without going to the 
« Fountain-head. (See Bayle Dict. Averrver. Not. B. H. &c. 
« Freind. Hiſt, of Phyſ. Vol. II. AE Geo.) Up- 
< on the whole therefore, — 8 
« how careleſs, how — 6n and * even the 36. 
Authors were, in this very Age that has been ſo much 
<« extolled; and from thence you may gueſs how it was 
ce the common Tribe of Writers, how miſerably negli- 
gent and fawity, how ſorrily defoctive in Point of Nuug- 
«x: * Reaſomng, Learning, uni true Critique, all theſe 
oa have cond when the greateſt appear ties weak and 
<< erroneous. | 
Neither were Things much mended. among their 
<«< Succeſſors, who indeed very ſeldom 'conld fo much as 
„ equal one half of the Writers T have mentioned, und ge- 
Wes pr ſpeaking fell very much thort of 21 of them.” 
'T: us“ 
Here let our Cenſor break off at ent, havi Gard 
Fin arms wie. Gone eb 
| ET have -their blind Sides -and Weakneſſes as well as 


the 


1 


neralti. In one Ee his Words are, Even the Si 
Hyſtaſpes have 


AM 139 
the Antients, and if rigorouſſy examined and partially re- 
preſented might appear to an ignorant Multitude hereafter, 
with very little better Advantage than Juſtin Martyr, Ire- 
neus and other primitive — appear now to our's. 
What indeed was Gid by Caſaubon of the old Greeks and 
Latins, is true mare or les of all Ages and Nations, Ha- 
Bent Pro ofetfto etiam eptimi Scriptores ſua Wag ge fe aue 
nos. n in Athen. I. 2. © 14. 

P. 38. (un Juſtin Mariyr in the Tracts which are in- 
OH . bis, that is, in his Apologies and Dialogue with 
277 does not quote one Line from a Sich or the 

2040 17 bes. All that he ſays of them is on . in ge- 
yl and 

ranounced, that there will be g Deſtruction 
or "On ſumption, by Fire of all Things Lorrupts ble. Kei Ti- 
To 40m; Y #17800; roy @ Shag ydl coc iy & ITYPOL 

7 ang . polog. I. P- 5 Ed. Ben. His whole Drift here 


is to ſhew againſt the Platoniſts and ſome other Philoſo- 


phers, that the Chriſtian Doctrine of a future Diſſolution by 


ire of the preſent Frame of Things about us need not give 
mach -Surpriſe or. Umbrage to the Learned Heathens, 


Deng taught in Effect long before among them by the 
Sich and elbe, and, as he adds in a following Sen- 


tence, by the whole Sect of Scoigal Philoſophers, 755 A 
Teo, 34G —EKITPQEIN vireax (Gozopuer Aye dels) Er 


i. ibid. Here then, 1 ſuppoſe, were no ſuch manife Mt 2 
dications of Spur iauſneſs in the Siby] or e > to 
render the Chriſtian Martyr inexcufable for <citin 

Becauſe it is certain and notorious beyond all Pie. 
that theſe very Notions had been ſpread in the Heathen 
"World by the Stoics and others many Tears before the 


Chulltians or the Goſpel ſubſiſted. Ovid bimſelf bad 


roclaimed it fram antient dien an three Waden 
ines, 7 
7 


ws wo r 3 
WW 9 PLE "i \ ain; Ts. = G 1 


ou 


w | Ni en lle enaros 3 
BT 4% Perg its . * 881 
Ee quoque in Faris eee e bre Tempus. 1G 
Duo Mare, quo Tellus, correptaque Regia Cl. 

\; ABDEAT, 4 ee Wr apereſa la bunt. 

bag tree blo 5 nut 1. 15e, b. 


Was this a ſpurious or _—_— Part bf O: IF why 15 
hard upon the $:by/, or Hyftaſpes, or Shin on this Avcount! . 
In ee Place, he only ſpeaks of . Death being Pro- 
* 'nounced. by the Tnftigation of evil Demons . agdinft. thoſe 
74000 read the Books of the Sib) o/ Hyſtaſpes Ir. 7 the Tri 
ME iſh; Proj bert. Kar 5p K 75 
| Proud xd r Tas Tegen, 1. Tie. 70 Toy ago ay 
Bicags dvayinaoxo/as. "Tuff Hin. ibid. p Rage This he 1 Deak: 
 zncidentally only as to the Sibyl and FyPaſpes ; not in Re- 
ference to' any Prophecies cited befors om them conce 
ing our Saviour, but merely to the Prophecies in the 5 
Teſtament; ſo that here we ate only left to gueſs in the 
Dark, what Books of the Sibyl'qr Hy/taſpes he, had in 1 his 
Eye, and have no Authority from hence” to  Pronounce. 
all Events, that Var had in bis Ey e of. this fe g w 1 
certainly /purious and filly. Suppoſe inſtance is Sh 
had be only ſuch 45 V off oe fy nt all Appearanc 4 
in his fourth Eclogue ; and Tuppeſe 'Hyſtaſpes the Ferfas 
had done no more than Dr. "Hyde has ſhewn Zorro 
oe did in fact, that is, ſtole many Sentiments or Pre- 
ictions from the Jeuiſb Scriptures, and thus uttered them 
"to the World in his own Dialect. Muſt the Writings of 
theſe two Gentiles be preſently idle and mere Fe orgeries? 
Or was there an ay. great Harm or Weakneſs in noting 
ſuch Writing s to Pagans, where they ſeemed | o con 
- firm. the Clviftian Syſtem, and were admitted as "genuine? 
© can hardly believe, that the moſt ſqueamiſh Critic. f 
the Moderne will here diſagree with us, if this Was 
Caſe; and who, I would know, can ſhew us that this was = 
the real Caſe? As to any Thing worſe of this Kind in Juſtin, 


Tv Hab Faire gata 25 


alas: the- CHARGE. _ co 
| if a any one can prove it authentically, I have nothing more | 
to ſay for him; but proved it ſhould be not by mere . 
Vmuendbes and Conj eftures, but by ſome dire? Evidence, 1 
before the Martyr ably: lampooned for any Folly in it. | 
As to what he ſays here of Death being decreed againſt the —_—_= 
Readers of any ſuch Pieces, that admits of ſome Variety of 18 
Interpretation, and has occaſioned Diſputes among the Learn- | = 
ed, with which at preſent I ſhall not intermeddle. What 1 | 
concerns us more now, is to obſerve particularly, that all te | | 
| 


o 
—_— TY TY = = 


moſt exceptionable Paſſges (as to the 75) lie together in 
the Pareneſis or Exhortation to the Greeks ; where the Siby! 
zs indeed fepreſented as propheſying diſtinctly almoſt every — 
Thing that happened to our Lord on Earth, or was to | lf. 
be executed by him in Virtue of his Office ; weh Tis Ts L- | 
geg 7 net N geben ered; wages, — weg i 
7 TAY UT abr ye iD, gad (f. cod) & Pave- 
e arge. Cohort. p. 35. This, though expreſſed in 
eral Terms, I can eaſily conceive, will be of harder 
Digeſtioh, than the other Faſſages; but then Juſtin ſhould 
not be made anſwerable for it abſolutely, while Doubts 
are ſubſiſting among the Learned, whether this Piece be- 
longs to him or not. M. Oudin is very loud and poſitive 
againſt it (De Scriptor. Eecleſ. Tom. 1. Fol.) Du Pin 
alſo declared his Suſpicions concerning it, obſerving, what 
is "manifeſt; a great Difference of Sty e between this Piece 
and thoſe which are weden . Sufi s; and my learn- 
ed Friend Mr. Fortin has/ lately 'dropt the 8 ab of 
Queries upon it {oat on Eccleſ. Hiſt. p. 306, 307.) 
Certain it is, that in all, even the oldeſt Mess. of it, that 
have been hitherto diſcovered, the Title of this Piece is 8 
conſtantly nagamiſbeùe a Partenetic or Exhortation to the —- 
Greets; and the Author himſelf ſeems plainly to fo wag 


ledge it, by lying in the fun Lines, int 
Aquos THE * ind NAZAIN EZEQZ, d Andes 3 e 
T . a T:- 


q — N 8 FINS ” 
. =S#, xG — 93 n N w N — 
ns FO * TIS 5 * * 
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it ſeems very ſtrange that, the % Tit, 
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a Title which Euſchius gives to no one Tract of Jubin 


Martyr, where he ſpecifies all that were aſcribed to him; 


and if this had been the Piece, as many learned Moderns 


imagine, which in Euſebiuss time was, called Elenchus, 
4 of it ſhould be no 
when, ſome. of theſe 


— 


ss. are much older than any we, have of 'Ju{in's Dia- 
logue with Trypho and of both his Apolagies. (See Grabe. 


et Hutchin. Pratat. ad Juſtin: Mart. Prolegom. Benedictin. p. 


8. et Mont faule. Biblioth, MSS. Tom. 2; p,/730, 982.) Nor 


does any Writer quote this Piece, ſo. much as in Alluſion, 


before Srephonus Goharus in the latter end of the Sixth Cen- 


tury. (Ap. Phot. Cod. 232. p. 900.) To which add, that one 


or two Paſſages of this Piece ſeem to claſh, as M. Oudin ob- 


ſerved, with the Sentiments of Juſtin in his Dialogue and 
firft Apology. So that I think, we may reaſonably demur 
at leaſt to any Charge from- hence. on Juſtin's Character; 
and though the Tract we allow is very antient and valuable, 
yet it probably came from an Author much later than 
Fuſtin's Time. | 


* = 


- 


. 40. (oo) Taeter, iind rg Hor Nanaighar res, 


(Chronograph. p. 3 26.) who no doubt ſet it down as he 
found it current at the Head of the Epiſtle; and it is remark- 

able, that no one writer before Him or Jaannes Antiochenus 
his Contemporary, not earlier than the decline of the forth 
Century, if really fo. antient, (Ap. \Falef. Excerpt.) ever 
quotes-or alludes to this Epiſtle. And of theſe two Writers, 
who are both much alike and of very ſmall. Authority, Ma- 
lela is the only one that produces the Epiſtle in Form, the 


other giving only a looſe general Abſtract of ſome Parts of it. 


So that it was purely from the former, that Abp. Uſer firſt 
publiſhed this Epiſtle in 1647. See Liter Ignat. & Poly- 


— 


carp. Martyr. p. 9, 55. 4to) and after wards Le Clerc in his 
Edition of the Apoſtolical Fathers, Tom II. p. 187. 


1 


a —— > es wot 


Bid. (pp) Galen ſpeaks often of this Boethus as his fingu- © 
lar Friend and Defender at Rome againſt the Arts and Op- 
poſition of ſeveral violent Adverſaries to him in that City; 
but what is now to our Purpoſe is the following Paſſage, 
Box Tavs ſet out from the City (Rome) to rale upon him- | 
ſelf the. Government of PALESTINE of Syria, - where be died, 1 
o BOHOOE EIA The waking (Phꝰ,çp QA iure (not g- ,, 1 
as in the old Greek Text) rde MAAAIETINHE Tugiac, iv 5 3% 


 _ emilavn. Galen. De Lib. Prop. Tom. 4. p. 362. Græc. 
Conf. Tom. I. p. 119. Tom. III. p. 455, ſeq. Now Boe- 
| thus had this Government under Marcus Antoninus, above | 
. forty Years after Trajan was dead, and yet you ſee here | 
was no other Name or Diſtinction of Palæſtine, than the 1 
old one in Uſe under Auguſtus, which had quite a diffe- 
rent Senſe, as all Critics know, from the later Appellation 
% 2 19 5 | 
P. 41. ( The Learned Dogwell indeed was poſitive, 
that the Latin Imperial Title of Triumphator was not in 
Uſe till a long while after Conſtantine the Great (Dif. 
Cyprian. x1. $. 24.) But in this he was certainly miſtak- 
en; for beſides two or three Inſcriptions in Gruter to the 
contrary, Reinefius produces one with this Title upon it, 
, which muſt necellaril y be referred to the former part of Con- 
Aantine's Reign. | IP ops 
ELENAE. AVGUSTAE. 
GENETRICI D. N. CONSTANTINI MAX. 
VICTORIS ET TRIUMPHAT. SEMPER AUG. 
ELPISTICUS V. P. P. P. RERUM PRIVATAR. 
n e OO OL 
S8EMPER DEVOTISSIMU 8 | 
Reineſ. Inſcript. p, 323. Conf. Gruter. p. 100, n. 6. p. 
182. n. 1, 3. Appendix p. 1086. n. 5, , : 
0% W Ney 
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Nay he brings another, formed in Honour to Clau- 
Gus Gothicus, ſome Time after that Emperor's Death, 
oe» ene to gende a>. aber, Dove fl af ie Title. 


4:4 


_ 0: CLAVDID. cormco. 
MAXIMO. PIO. FELICI. VICTORI. ac. 
| i TRIVM PH. SEMPER. AVGVSTO. 
3 .c >; ©;  MVNICIPHE: e VATORI | 
„N AMPLIFICATORIQ. | 
OB. II LVSTRIA. IPSIVS. Crs rA 
Ex. AMOREM. IVXTA. CIVES./ fa 
O RDO INTERAMNATIVM | 
e ane TRIVMPHIS IN SI. . 
DEDICA — «> „ oY KY 8 
M. CLAVD. i. & ! 11 v4 OD Tg 
| "PATRO ... 1 


SRD at eiuer Inſerpt. p- 348 


5 ic gt 4 OR Tacitus 5 the; n af this . 
ſcription be the Tacitus, who was Emperor after Aurelian, 
as Reineſius interprets it, the Inſcription muſt certainly be 
framed, before that Tacitus came to the Throne ; other- 
. wiſe, he would never be called plain M. Claudius Taci- 
tus, as he is ſtiled upon the Stone. And conſequently 
the Inſcription muſt have been erected before or in the 
beginning "of! A. D. 275, when. Tacitus ſucceeded in the 
Empire to Aurelian. But it does not appear ſufficient- 
ly, that the, Tacitus on the Inſcription. was the Perſon 
who was afterwards Emperor, nor does the Learned Go- 
rie, Who has fince tepubliſned the ſame Inſcription in 
a Curious Collection from the Donian Family, offer any 
IP Sort 


Din 
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Sort of Arguments to prove it (Ger. Inſeript. Donian. p. 


76. Fol. 1731.) So that I conſider that Matter as doubt- 
ful at leaſt, eſpecially as the Emperor Tacitus aſſumed 
no ſuch Title himſelf, on his Coins or Inſcriptions, which 
in all Probability he would have done, if that Title had 
been given to Claudius or any one of his Predeceſſors. 
However I am willing enough to admit, that this Com- 


pliment was paid to Claudius Gothicus either in Conſtan- 


tine's time or a few Years before it; but higher than 


this we have no Ground or competent Authority to car- 


ry it; both Coins and Inſcriptions innumerable are againſt 
it; and the only Inſcription © that bears the leaſt Shew 


of Contradiction is one which is allowed to be no ori- 
ginal or authentic Copy (In the Learned Horfley's Bri- 


tannia Romans. p. 267.) 3 ten, e 
In the mean time, the Greet Title T gra, was 
of much later Date; the Word, which at firſt was uſed 


in Greek to expreſs the Latin Triumphator, was I am 


confident Ovapoiuryg. Thus it is in a Letter of Conſtan- 
tius to the Council of Ariminum, among his other Ti- 
tles, K Y Nuxhin; g OPAMBETTHE AU . Ap. 
Socrat. Hiſt. Eccl. 1; 2. p. 142. Ed. Cant. Athanaſe Sy- 


nod. Arimin. ſub fin. and in ſeveral other Inſtances. At 


length I find Tecra» in a circular Letter of the Uſurp- 
er Bafiliſcus about A. D. 47 5• Al rox ga r, K „Bagiu e, 
EuozEnc, Nur, TPONAIOTXOE &c. Evagr. Hiſt * 
4. and a little afterwards in another Letter or Reſcript of 
the Emperor Zeno, Ar rongd rag, Kairap, Zyvwy——TPOIA!- 


OTXOF. Id. ibid. c. 14. Now theſe are the firft Inſtances 


that occur to me, where this Greek Word is plainly ex- 
preſſed as an Imperial Title. I fay as an Imperial Title, 
becauſe - to that my Obſervations are confined. at pre- 
ſent; for as to the Uſage of the Word in other Senſes or 
on other Occaſions, I make no Diſpute of it's higher 


Antiquity, even before Emperors of Rome had any Ex- 


iftence 
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iſtence. Neither indeed do I ground. my. Objection to the 
Epiſtle before us, upon the Greet Word itſelf, being ſenſi- 
ble that probably the Letter might be forged in Latin, and 


this Expreſſion might come from ſome Greek Tranſlator 
of it; but what I except againſt chiefly is the Latin Word 
Triumphator, to which the other moſt certainly, anſwered, 
and which I cannot believe would be ufed to Trajan, in 
ſuch Form, before the Emperors had taken upon them any 
fuch Title. A. 4 3 

And indeed it ſurpriſes me the more, to ſee this E- 

iſtle ſo implicitly quoted now as genuine, becauſe the 

ere? Cotelerius declared his ſuſpicions of it near four- 
ſcore Years ago (Coteler. Not. ad t. Epiſt. p. 33. Ed. 
Cler. 1724.) and after him Mr. Dodell publiſhed his Ani- 
madverſions upon it at large, which in ſome Parts co- 
incide with thoſe I Have now offered. (See Dodwell. Diſſ. 
Cyprian. XI. F. 23, 24.) So that one cannot help won- 
fenng, that a Piece of this Stamp ſhould paſs at this 

ime of Day ſo eaſily on Learned Inquirers, who cannot 
without Scorn . and Inſult look on caſual Overſights of 
this Sort in the Primitive Chriſtians. However without 
Doubt eſcapes of this Kind are very excuſable, and the 
Antients have as much right as Moderns to Candour and In- 
dulgence in ſuch Caſes. | NG 

P. 45. (49) Caſaubon's words are, Poſt Seculum SE x- 
TUM, | quam fit paulatim und cum  temporum conditione 
immutata prior Forma Theologie, nemo poffit veteris me- 
moriæ peritus ignorare —— —— Soleo dubitare, debeamne 
illa Sæcula xse TeraroNeyias an ayvoins' nominare. Fu- 
it ſane illorum Temporum et Imperitia meliorum Litera- 
rum magna, et MIRACULORUM benigna Copia ; VE= 
RORUM:SINE DUBIO MULTORUM, ſed et Fals o- 
RUM bilo pauciorum. Prolegom. ad Exercitat. in Ba- 


* 


Chap. 1x. F. 4, 5, 6, 7. 
&c. Chap. 111. 


%* 
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P. 46. (rr) See Stillingfleet. Origin. Sacr. Book ii. 


indication of Proteſt. Grounds, 


Bid. (a Grotius. Comment. ad Marc. chap. xvi. ver. 
17,—-—20. Steph. Le Moyne. Var. Sacr. Tom. 2. p. 


1043 
Sec. Iv. p. 945, 946. Fol. 


1058. Hottinger. Hf. Eccl. Tom. 1. p. 47, 


48, 108, Spanheim. Hi. Chriſt, Sæc. 111, p. 730, 801. 
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